HERE

' TOU AR AEADING THIS (WITWOUT BYING (T) 08 W SMITHS AND COFYING DOWS Foksdm & LITTLE FIECE OF PAPER BE WARNED® DU MAT GRO' WP TO BE AN M P

JF NO MEGATAPE 13 |5 ATTACHED

/

TELLYOUR NEWSAGENT IMMEDIATELY .

mmmng
ﬁlmToM (g

g 500 R0oMSorACTION!
A\  GREAT 3-DaRafcs!

-
-
-
P

ICORY RADH A, TE
OBLITERATOR ANCIENT BMTLEG
GP ITTING M%dgpm

WﬂNaAMnWON'AMSHIP'






- ERATIOH WOLF—

?f"""'“"““!"""" R — SECTHUM AMSTRAD ATARI ST CBM AMIGA

[ = P T8 2335 £10. 95 £24,05

L : . .
un 1| M -| SRt SPECTRUM COMMODORE ATARI S CBM AMI




.l

£DITOR Graham ‘logic’ Taylor DEPUTY EDITOR
Jim ‘native wit’ Douglas PRODUCTION EDI-
TOR Alison ‘thorough’ Skeat ART EDITOR Tim
‘brute force’ Noonan ADVENTURE The Sor-
ceress ZAPCHAT Jon Riglar TECHMICAL
Andrew Hewson, Rupert Goodwins CON-
TRIBUTORS Teny ‘saucy’ Dillon, Chris
‘whingey’ Jenkins ADVERTISEMENT MANA-
GER Katherine ‘top girlie’ Lee ADVERTISING
EXECUTIVE Martha Moloughney AD PRODUC
TION Emma ‘chocey face” Ward PUBLISHER'S
ASSISTANT Debbie Pearson PUBLISHER Terry
‘location unknown’ Pratt MARKETING Clive
‘starless and bible black’ Pembridge
Phone: 01-251 §222 Fox: 01-608 2696
EDITORIAL ANMD ADVERTISEMENT OFFICES:
Priory Court, 30:32 Farringdon Lane,
London, EC1R 3AU

THIS MONTH'S COVER: Jerry ‘Mr Amiable’
Paris.

Printed by Nene River Press, Woodston, Peterborough
Distributed by EMAP Publications Lid

C Copynght 1989 Sinclair User

ISSN Mo 0262-5458

SUBSCRIPTIONS EMNQUIRIES: 0B58 410510

74 HOUR ORDER LINE: 0858 410888

BACK I55UES: Back Issues Department (SU),
PO Box 500, Leicester LEF9 DAA

SATELLITETV 48

At last the truth is revealed! How exactly do
you install a Satellite TV aerial? What exactly
will the sort of programs you can see on it be
like? Is this really the truth? Well, no not
really. The reality may be a lot worse . . .
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(Oocoooooweeeeeee
000000). Who says that
nobody is releasing any
new stuff for the Speccy.
(Wheo says Speccy and
= GT)

EXTRA EXTRA 38
EXTRA EXTRA

Terrible news right after writing this month's replies to
readers’ letters Kamikaze Bear suffered a nervous break-
down. He may never return! Turn to True Stories immediately
for the latest horrifying news! (38) Find out how you can help
get him back or have him put away for ever!
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WIN A BIKE! 20

What a prize! You get to choose the sort of
bike you'd like in this fantastic Fire and
Forget competition. Has anyone ever been
this generous in the history of the entire
world ever? (Well there was Wayne Smed-
ley’s offer of a Porsche each if we'd only be
nice to him - GT).

WIN ASPACESHIP! 55

You loved the le\..rhIt' demo, you loved the

review, you loved the Blueprinl, Now in

celebration of the sheer wonderfulness of

we're giving you a chance {o love the

competition to win a host of space foys

THIS 50
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POSTER

Techno Cop this month and it's
totally wonderful. | think that
about covers it really. Do you
réally think they'll shoot Den in

Eastenders?

MEGATAPE ] 3 We were a bit worried
1 about this unlucky 13
business but we thought that you might notice if we called it
13b or just went straight on to 14. So we braved it out

and are we glad we did. Megatape 13 has got something

for everyone. With Phantom Club we've got one of the best

3D games ever released, there's 500 different rooms to
explore and loads of puzzling and zapping to be done!
Check it out now! Wonder how we can be so generous!

But that's not all!

We've also got oooweeeeeoooooooo Escape, an
astoundingly bizarre adventure ¢/o Tartan Software. It's so
difficult we expect to get lots of phone calls from people
stuck claiming that it can’t be done. It can and it also means
we can say Yah Boo Sucks to all those people who write in
and say “How come it's always arcade games on the
Megatapes?” Phah! How come you didn't have more

faith we'll say.

COVER
GAME

This month's cover game is US Gold's brilliant
i fighter fellow up, Human Kiling Maochine
We've got the exclusive review of the game,
with loads of pictures, some gorgeous play-
ing tips (Sorry did you say gorgeous? — GT).
Yes absolutely flufty marvelously dainty
playing tips (Excuse me readers I'll just have
this journalist removed to the Stephen Fry
home for writers who use effeminate adjec-
tives. Next). Rite its a grate game and we like
it lots and so does our mates and yoo shoud
tum to page 34 right now and read all about
it or I'll give you a duffin' and break your

(Next = GT).

34

THE USUAL STUFF

Zapchat 12
Tell itto the Bear 22
Charts 26
True Stories 28
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Poster 50
Write Stuff 62
Outlands 66
Sorceress 70
Play By Mail Te
Blueprint 74
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Hewson's Helpline T8
Hardware Review BO
Arcades a2
Gremiin 92
Next Month o7




MEGATAPE 13 » MEGATAPE 13 = MH

ow! This month's Megatape has
1| got everything! We've got a
fabulous arcade game, and a :

complete adventure! Now we know
Adventures are not everyone's bag but
we've had a lot of letters from ardent pixie
bashers saying "“what about an Adventure
for a change” and so we've given in. (Our
rivals will probably think of it next month)

PHANTOM CLUB

The Phantom Ciub is a collection of

super heroes with strange and deadly

powers. Once good guys, they've been
turned to evil ways by the dark deadly
and dodgy Zarg. You are Plutus, lone
superharo destined to restore the
superheroes to their former goodness.

This is going to involve exploring all

500 rooms of club headguarters and
performing a number of tasks. All missions
are harardous — you probably won't make i.

8. MAGUS
10. IPSISIMUS (Overlord)
The dangers in each room are many and varied and take the forms as follows:
Various inanimate and animate objects in the rooms must be avoided as the
slightest contact will cause depeletion in your energy.

Super heroes will be encountered In different forms — monks, buddas,
‘transtorming beings', ‘man-spiders’ and many other deadly adversaries who
may require more than one shot to be put out of commission. . .

you are able to exit. One of which is the
‘Psi-Man’ who is imbued with phenomenal

EM]BEEU_I telepathic powers. He causes a
STATUS AND P lints i deiins o1 s e 8

Your score is displayed in the bottom
left of the screen, in the middie is your
energy and bottom right is the number
of lives remaining. Enemies disabled
score between 20 and 200 points
depending on how dangerous and how
tﬂ;:llr hits are needed to accomplish

5.

Finding and shooting a rotating
sphere on a pillar will give you 2 bonus
score of 10,000 or 25,000 points.

Extra lives are obtained by finding the
relevant object and touching it. See
game play for more details.

GAME PLAY

You are imbued with the ‘Brainstorm’ wiuch causes a psychic boit to shoot
from your head. This is your weapon. You begin the game with five lives and
full energy. Each time you hit an object or shoot your energy bar will
diminish. When the energy bar has run down completely then you will lose a
life. !n certain rooms you will find what appears to be a movie screen. When
you activate this by shooting a1 it you will then be informed of a mission.
However, each individual mission can only be given if you have attained the
right rank and number of points. That is, there is one mission for each
ranking and if you have not obtained the rank that a particular mission
requires you will be informed that you are ineligible to pursue this particular
task. When you find the correct mission for your rank you must have at least
40,000 points to be given the details of this mission.

MOTE: Each time you complete a mission your rank is increased by one

i
of the screen then you
will hear a bleeping sound. This is
a countdown which signifies
that all exits have been blocked.

0
0
il
2

rating, your score resets to 0 and you will be transported to one of four
random rooms within the complex. The ratings are as follows:

r
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WIN A DRAGON KSHEG

Ya_p, murtesy of Games Workshop we've got loads and loads of warriors, mythical beasts and dragons to give away! The first
prize is of a particularly mean looking dragon which has been hand painted by EIl's very own Picasso — ace designer Tim
Noonan (woop woop). Imagine that! Your very own dragon model personally painted by an legend (are you sure? — AS).

RUNNERS

UP! WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO
" Just answer the following a) St Pancras

But that’s not alll We've got questions which are all b) St and Greavsie

loads and loads of fabulous suitably dragon orientated: c) St George

runners up prizes also 1 What was the name of the 3 What colour is the Welsh

courtesy of Games Workshop. dragon in The Hobhit? dragon?

We've got: a) Smug a) Red

2 Giant Imperial Dragons b) Bmaug b) Beige

2 Zombie Dragons c) Smeg c) A sort of greeny bluey

5 Fantasy Regiments 2 Which of the following colour that hasn't really got a

5 Skeleton Hoards saints was a well known name

so you're bound to win dragon slayer?

something really horrible!

THINK YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS?

Think you can answer all of the questions? Yes? God you must be a genius. Just fill in the coupon below and send it off
immediately to Win a Dragon Compo, 14 Holkham Road, Orton, Peterborough PE2 OUF. Closing date for the competition is
end of March.

Answers:
1 Dragon’s name was ... = AR DR RS L R

..........................................................................

2 Dragon Slayeris ... G s i e e L L T R
3 Welsh Dragon’s colour is
@ Not open to employees of EMAP, Games Workshop, or Wayne Smedley.

;

...............................................................................................

|
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ajor Issues of our time; how to get the wrappers off

Opal Fruits after they have sat in the glove

compartment for the past two years. Or perhaps
you consider the boil on Tony ‘Gary Davies' Dillon’s left
cheek to be a catastrophe of so monumental proportions
that it has to be dealt with immediately. But no missus!
Put those parsnips back in the washing machine |or
wherever people put their parsnips nowadays) because all
the major desires and burning ambitions in whole
wide so-called ‘world’' can be categorized into two
main groups. People who want to play the guitar. And
people who want to do something else really. So, if
you're [cue corny phrase handbook, line 122) one of
those people who finds themselves sat firmly on a
toadstool along with the other saucy young fellas
from group one then before you get anywhere
with the old ‘axe’ you'll need to grab some money.
And where do ya get that from eh?

Well remember if you will dear viewers, a wee
while ago when good old hunkin® Sinclair User
offered a wopping 50 smackers to anyone out
there who sent in the best visual art experience,

i.e. a map. And nobody did. So nobody grabbed

the cash. So get your act together and send all
future offerings into ‘| may be a swamp donkey

but | still need the cash’ followed by s normal
‘cove’, and before you know it you'll be Richie Smabora i.e. You were born to be my baby, and
| was made to be your man (Na na na na na na na). [Grab hold of your breeks Riglar, you're

In for a kickin'. — GT] ,
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e here at this wondrous institute known to everybody in

Wthe trade’ as [§I). have received sackfuls of pleas from
desperate viewers who have got themselves completely

and utterly lost in Last Ninja 2. A couple of months back we featured
some L2 quick tips in this section, but we thought enough was
enough and so when Josef Al-Qubanchi sent in his complete
completel! — solution we decided to give over this month’'s complete
section for the tips. And here they are.
LEVEL T
You start off beside a gap in some curtains, so walk through this gap
where you will be confronted by a so-called ‘hardnut Beat him up
using punches [they are quicker

runs in you can punch him
unconscious. Pick up the key
and leave via the door. [Unless
your energy Is already at critical level, in
which case step back onto the starting square and your
energy will be renewed but you'll have to start back at the
beginning.] Ho hum
If you survive long enough to get to the next screen, you will be
confronted by a corrupt policeman. Defeat him in the same way as
the previous two and exit via the bottom left. Knock the next
opponent unconscious in the same manner as before [yawn| and you
can now pick up a shuriken from the box at the side of the road. Run
left and you will see a juggler throwing knives at you. Keep on the
move or you will be hit. As you enter the next screen, activate the
shuriken. Kill your next opponent using the shuriken and then climb
the grid against the nearby wall. Leave the screen via the left and
jump the two gaps in the road. Pick up the staff from amongst the

and less easily intercepted than
kicks] and punch the button
marked ‘X' which is flashing on
and off. Now turn around and
zoom back the way you came
and you should find a trapdoor
has now appeared in front of the
drums. Drop down Lo your knees
so that when the next enemy

other sticks and activate it
straight away |you only have
a limited supply of shuriken.)
Jump the two gaps again and
in the next screen, climb down
the grid against the wall,
facing the wall otherwise
you'll fall off and that'll be it
if you see what | mean.

If you hit the next opponent
squarely with one of your
remaining shuriken, he should
not bother you. Pick up the
map from the side of the road
and follow the path along
past the juggler. Keep on the
move again when passing the
juggler. Follow the path to the
bottom right this time, and as
you enter the new screen,
wait. Walk slowly toward your
new opponent, stopping in

MEUE OF Lo
ALIENS

L2




your tracks when he
spots you. Just as he begins to
draw his weapon, slash him with your
staff, leave the screen and repeat the process i.e.

enter, slash as he is drawing his weapon and leave,
until the opponent is unconscious. Follow the pa;h downwards
and use the same systen of slashing then retreating on your
next assallant.

Next thing to do is to enter the female tollets |watch out for the
women though) and nick the toilet chain [the first half of the
nunchakus). Return to the crossroads and follow the path up-right.
Beat up the next corrupt copper using a combination of high stabs
and stomach stabs. more high stabs then stomach stabs [unless your
energy is low in which case best you return to the start screen). Once
the guy is killed, follow the path to the right and pick up a hotdog
from the stand. For the next ‘bad’ guy use the old slash/retreat
system. then get the second half of your nunchakus from the female
toilets. Follow the path left until you are back at the gate. Beat up
the cop (who should be unconscious as you enter the screen) as he
wakes then open the gate with the key. Follow the path through
the gate and jump across the river via the boat once it has started to
move. Follow the path to the right, avoiding the bees, and jump
right as you reach the edge.

You will land on an island where you should activate your staff
and push the boat out with it. Return te the mainland and once
again you should run to the right. Cross the river via the boat and

MET vinve of
ALENS

LATER

0

you will have completed
level 11! [And about time
too missus! - GT).

Go in the opposite
directions to the arrows.
[After activating your staff]. Cross at .
first chance at the river [waiting until A il
the lights stop flashing). Follow the |
route of the path, beating up any '}%,
opponents using the usual slash/retreat H'L'p a
method until you get to a door. Walk right s
up to it. Take one step back. Kick it down and
beat up the owner using high stabs, then grab
the flashing sword and leave. Walk along the path and cross back
over the river. From this point on beat up all enemies using the
staff,

Follow the path, grabbing a hotdog from the stand once again,
until you come to the end. You'll find a bottle here, so snatch it then
cross the road. Get the key from the open doorway and return to
the first screen. Follow the arrows and you'll find yourself in 2nd
alley. Beat up the opponent here and lift the manhole lid with the
key. Drop down and into level 3.

If you are still totally lost then ‘tune’ in to next so-called ‘month’s
Zapchat for the last section of tips concerning Last Ninja 2. So that's
yer lot for now!

v

ZAPCHAT ‘IT'S ROLF" HIGH
SCORES _
Rolf’ played by: Jon Riglar

WA

99,454,120 Phil Honeywell
99,964,830 Will Downing

OUTRUN
OUTRUN
BUBBLE BOBBLE 781,830
PAPERBOY 110,450
PAPERBOY 101,230
ENDURO RACER 6,201,607
MARAUDER 50,450

Stuart Hogg
David King

Gary Higgins
Gary Higgins

K- TYPE sTice PRoumG
IMFBSSIBLE P HERES A
MAP OF LEVEL 4
70 GeT You
STARTES

Heather Mitchell



o, the guy in this game is
almost as big and bad as
me! HYe's no ordinary

street-wise punk, no sir, he's the
leader of a street gang. The
most competitive sport on the
American city streets ever to
appear. You are Micky
Spatsburg, ex cop and brain
surgeon who has 10 cross the
dangerous streets of New York
in a desperate bid to reach the
east side to save the life of a
small child who desperately

needs surgery. {Their plot, not
mine}

As a game, Street Gang is a
flipscreen affair. You've got to
get to the right hand side of the
screen, beat up all the baddies
and avoid the bullets, and it
looks really nice. So it should,
because the graphics are by
none other than budget
supremo, Colin 'Joe Blade 1 &
2, Deviants, Thing on a Spring,
Brat Attack’ Swinbourne.
Yeeey! Shame the gameplay
doesn’t match up to the
graphics.

As you move from left to
right, assailants run on from

both sides of the screen
Regular hard guys just run
across the screen, some of
them stopping to wave a fist in
your direction. Armed gunmen
run about, stopping sometimes
to take a shot in your direction.
As in real life, bullets aren’t a
problem. All you have to do to
avoid one is jump into the air.
At various points along the
way, you find lots of spare
weapans, just left lying around
casually. Things like knives and
baseball bats adorn the
sidewalks. In the rough and
tumble back streets of New
York, even the litter is lethal. All
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the extra weapons seem to do is
to extend your reach a little and
make your graphic look more
ferocious

MNow, the graphics. They're
fab. All the sprites are large and

well detailed and cartoony. The

SCURE

e
e

backgrounds are quite nicely
laid out as well, and guess
what, in colour mode there's
tons of colour clash. Thankfully
you can change between colour
and mono backgrounds at the
touch of a button

The problem with the game?
it's far too easy. It seems that if
you keep jumping from left to
right, you can’t be hit by bullets
and you avoid all the thugs
This is not good. | got 1o level
three on my first go. This is also
not good. The levels are only
five screens long. This is the
pits.

Another fine graphical effort
from Mr Swinbourne, but a
poor attempt at a game. Shame
reallyl
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Telecomsoft, First Floor, 64-76 New Oxford 5t, London WCIA 1PS.
Firebird and Firebird Logo are trademarks of British Telecommunications PLC,

SEE US ON STAND 3447 AT THE P.C. SHOW, EARLS COURT, 14-18 SEPT.

ITS AMAZING
WHAT A REAL
_ COMPUTER
GAME

Spectrum cassette £8.99
Commodore 64 cassette £9.99, disc £12,99
Mnstrad tassette £8.99, disc £14.99

A LEGEND IN GAMES SOFTWA




ow here’'s somebody we
N haven't heard from in

quite a while. Vortex,
Remember them? The crowd

wot brought us Alien Highway
and Highway Encounter, The

only reason | mention those two
in particular when | could have
named stuff like Android 2 and
TLL is that this, the latest
release, is quite similar visually.
Still, in true reviewing style,
before | get right down to all the
nitty gritty bits, why don’t | let
you know what HATE is all
about. - '
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To begin with, the
HATE of the title is not
an abject human emotion
expressing a distinct dislike
to something akin to a
mixture of anger and
abhorration, it actually stands
for Hostile All-Terrain
Encounter. What that means is
that you have to travel through
ten diagonally scrolling levels
of hills and valleys destroying
all the dangerous nuclear
reactors and collecting the
fission tubes. Enemies appear
in the form of various kinds of
kamikaze aliens who spring
from holes in the ground. Some
then proceed to work their way
towards you, weaving left and

When flying the plane, you can’t
maove forward or backward in
relation to your position on
screen; up and down on the
joystick correspond to climbing
and diving. When you are
driving the tank, you can
manoeuvre forward and
backwards, as well as left and
right.

Still, where does the nuclear
bit come in? Well, along the
way there are quite a few

right across the screen. Others
just line themselves up and fire
at you.

You get to play the pilot of a
plane and a tank driver on
alternate levels as you progress

b O through the ten screens. The
v e e only difference between the two
craft is the control system.

1 | mm




The graphics are Vortex.
: ﬂu.r_ - There's no other way | can put
G it. This game could quite easily
a be called Highway 3—Freddy's
Back because, yes, it does look

Sound is normal spectrum
sound. Nice 128K tune, good
spot FX on 48,

HATE is a straightforward

very Highway Encounter. The
18K used on the scrolling seems
to have been wasted. It's nice
and smooth when there's
nothing on screen, but it does
slow down quite noticeably
when things begin to appear

blast which won't give you
brainache in the gameplay
department. It may not be
anything revolutionary, but you
won't regret giving it a bash

FAX BOX

to the end of your HATE Label: Gremlin Author- Vortex FPrice

craft and fly happily along £8.95 Memory: 48K/128K Joysiick: Va-
reactors that have gone a.bit behind you. These pods have 1‘- rious Reviewer: Tony Dilion
funny. These have to be two purposes, the first being REVIEW ;
destroyed. When shot, they that you can't complete a level
leave behind cylindrical pods. unless you have at least one
Collect these by flying over hanging off your tail. At the end
them, and they attach of a level, you come across a
| shield-like thingy that destroys
| 7 e you if you don't have one. The
| - other thing the pod does is die

for you; each one you carry,
absorbs one direct hit or
collision, which then eradicates
the pod




(Who wrote that? — GT)

Errr, outstanding! And here we are, ladies and, errr, to examine the performance of the new Soviet shotputter, erm Epyx Software,
*Stordinary. Oh Err, I've just been informed that Epyx isn't in fact, err, a person, but, err, and this is quite extraordinary, um, a games, er,
house. Well, upon my soul, Saint.
it appears that they've just completed a program called, Summer Games Winter Special in Calgary Olympiad and, aaah, they're

doing a competition, well my lord, with Sinclair User, ooah to win a fantastic bicycle good lord | think I'm having a seizure . . . urk!

Yes. It's all true. We've got a super competition with Epyx and one of you lucky blighters will — assuming you get the right answer —
swan off on either a brand spanking new MOUNTAIN BIKE as used by the hyperfashionable courier riders or an ultrazippy RACER as
used by, well, racing cyclists | guess.

And why are we offering such a splendiferous competition now, of all times? Well, it's because the amazing Games — Summer Edition
is about to be released; that's why — and Epyx are feeling especially happy about it.

The guestions:
1) Which piece of Daley Thompson's equipment broke under the pressure of competition in the last Olympics?
2) Is it possible to be arrested for speeding on a bicycle. True or false?

Send your answers to: I'll be having that bike, thankyou! Competition, Sinclair User, 14 Holkham Road, Orton, Peterborough PE2 OUF.
Please remember to specify whether you want a mountain bike or racer, if you win|

The coupon:
I'd like a racer/mountain bike (delete as appropriate

Mote: The bicycles shown here were kindly donated photos from Raleigh, they may not be the bikes available for the winner.

PR s
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ood lord. What a
catastrophe! 4 x 4 Off
Road Racing is USG's

latest attempt at the 3D race
game formula, and it really is a
rather disastrous affair.

It's based on those frightfully
dangerous races across the
world when rally enthusiasts
risk life and limb in huge sand-
going vehicles. Unfortunately
something has gone horribly
awry during the coding and
both graphics and playability
have gone to the wall,

e B
weight, gas,mileage, endurance
etc. Obviously, each truck has
its advantages and
disadvantages making it more
or less suitable for the different
landscapes.

From here, you have to buy
all those extras like extra brake
fluid and a spare battery from
the auto mart shop. Each object
has a certain amount of weight
which will slow your

performance etc, etc. You get
the idea?

Once loaded, you're asked to

Okay, so 4x4 is more involved
than Outrun, Wec Le Mans and
the like, and it could be argued
that it's more realistic than
either of these two, but there's
no getting away from the fact
that this sort of game has to
have convincing and exciting
graphics. 4x4 just ain't all there

Take a look at the picture
yourself. It's hardly the most
convincing reconstruction of a
rally ever, is it? And things
remain the same through all the
courses. The track rises and
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FIEE T FURCHASE

falls and swerves around and

select which landscape you
want to drive through. There's a
choice of four, covering the
most diverse terrain — dry
desert, icy wastes, boggy
mudswamps and mountainous
canyons. Once this choice has

ARCADE
.-

FAX BOX

AD RACING Label: US Gold
:f#:ogFinR-gouse Price: £8.95 Memary:

branches; like Qutrun. It's also a
multi-load. Before you can drive
a course you've got to load it
from tape.

The sound is a complete
farce. There are blips and

: whistl nd rasps thoughout,
been made, you have to decide l‘ﬁv"“.;w 48K/ 128K Joysiick: Various , andsa 'i’:uz hablep\.re:siunggf o
! = = ointing Last Post when you run into a
Fﬁ"ﬁ:s\ [_GRAPHICS | _SOUND Very "d't:?;pﬁvo id. s s i
-M 40({) 'lh’ 20 ik y 3 tougher than your truck,
QE - el = S0, who is 4x4 aimed at,
W_ 5 G 40 g'_.&é, then? Tricky to tell. It's neither
"‘L__ Reviewer: fish nor fowl. It's not a strategy
PLAYABILITY MS?' ABILITY : . : OVERALL game and God knows it's hardly
T

which vehicle is best suited to
the course you're about to
attempt. Although there are

0

an arcade blast. It's certainly to
be avoided unless you're very
vVery sure you can't wait until

el
only four basic trucks on offer, 0 &0

each is rated on seven factors:

i
70 20 30 40 5

I
70

something better comes along,
like a busl



Astro Clone! Sneer with
boredom, how could you [EllL
you've let yvourself down there.
Oh yes Kami, who the hell is
Wayne Smedley? Please
answer that one Kami.

When | get |81 | get home as
| quick as | can and turn 10 Tell it
to the Bear, then | play the tape
and then read the mag, when
I've finished the mag | can’t wait
til next month. Kami, you're so
hard nothing can stop you as
you charge to the shop for your
fruit pastilles, though pathetic
people write in to you saying
they're going to break your

lrnuF.t be the biggest pratt ever.
You review a gar

Dragon Ninja (pr

looks too!). You re

olour into
3 are just black
5 is not good
to it, if | don't s
any cha within the r
wonths | will shove a 1
UM up your nose
ays. Thank you for
ning.
Robert Campion
Exeter
Devon

some
reviews?
and wh
enough. &

@ DRAGON NINJA WE
EXPLAINED AWAY ON
ANOTHER LETTER. LAST YEAR
WE INCREASED THE COLOUR
BY ABOUT TEN PAGES. WE'LL
TRY TO DO MORE, MEANWHILE
TRY COLOURIN' THEM IN
YASELF. AN’ YA COULD SHOVE
A 128K UP MA NOSE SIDEWAYS
AN’ IT WOULPN'T HURT.

‘ve got a few guestions to ask.

| wrote to “praise the skies”
six months ago and it hasn't
been printed yet so where the
hell is it Kami, eh?

| don't like to say this Kami
but the mag is slacking, you're
making too many mistakes, like
the smash coupons were the
wrong way round, plus you've
stopped the *'stuff it in a box."”
Why Kami why?

Mow I'd just like to point out
that the megatape 9 was crap!
Bear a grudge is boring (no
offence Kami). | played it for
about five minutes and
switched it off, so then | thought
yes! Operation Wolf, turned the
tape over and loaded it up.
AAARRR | screamed, it's crap,
graphics OK, the speed is fast,
that's the best thing about it,
but what got me was that there
was no sound, not even a little
plip! So | switched it off. But
let's face it, it isn't as bad as

neck. Well we both know they
can't
Carl Monlyneux

Planet Earth

@ THANKS FER TH' KIND
WORDS, CARL OLD MATE. THE
LESS SAID ABOUT WAYNE
SMEDLEY THE BETTER.

‘me, Agent X, your faithful

spy. Whilst flicking through
the pages of Your Sinclair
{cough!, splutter! I'm still in
quarantine ¥’ know!) | spotted
slagging-offs such as the mag
being called ‘Teddy Bear User’
and 'That Load of Crap.’

| have taken the liberty of

placing a bomb under ‘Castle
Rambone.’ This can be
activated by pressing the button
on the Mickey Mouse clock
(NYAHH! to all those who have
slagged Kami for having it. Now
you know what it does!) | will
return . . . message ends!
Agent X c/o Peter Cassidy
Greenock

@ THANKS. LETTERS
SLAGCING US OFF IN OUR
RIVAL MAGS FILL US WITH
ABOUT AS MUCH CONCERN AS
AN ARMADILLO FEELS ABOUT
UNREST IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

Hl. this letter is coming to
you from the land of the
lang white cloud — New Zealand
{boring so far huh?). Well |
wouldn't usually waste money
on the postage but | feel | must
say this — New Zealand is ‘crap’
{whoops), that should read
“New Zealand's selection of
software for the speccy is crap.
Where you have your Top 20
we'd have the Top 1 and that
can be decided by the toss of a
coin. The titles available aren’t
exactly up to date either, try
Knightlore, Nightshade,
Saboteur and they still sell Jet
Set Willy. Now you can see how
bad things really are. One of my
latest ‘hot’ games is Gauntlet
and as | read through the latest
{three months behind) | see
that Gauntlet 2 is out (| didn’t
know, OK) and see yet again
how deprived | am.

And so | ask (here it comes)
no, | plead that you bring a little

sparkle to a poor kid's life and
maybe send a few titles I've
listed as my Top 10. I'm sure my
kiwi friends will take a similar
interest in your mag when | tell
of your extreme generosity. |
need no convincing of your
brilliance as this magazine
outshines all others I've read
{and that's a few) and so, | wish
you immoaortality to all those at
E¥] and hope that by now all
your hearts go out to me (but
wallets will do).

Humour is your greatest assel
Never let it go

If the laughter ever ceases
Then all will know . ..

EM is no more

Reader
New Plymouth
New Zealand

@ WE DIDN'T BOTHER
PRINTIN' THE KIWI'S TOP
TWENTY, 'COS WE AIN'T 60T
THE FAINTEST INTENTION OF
SENDIN' HIM ANYTHIN'.
PON'TCHA KNOW HOW MUCH
POSTAGE TO NZ COSTS?
ENOUGH TO KEEP ME IN FRUIT
PASTILLES UNTIL THE YEAR
2089.

Congratulalions for your
mag. It is the best Spectrum
mag around. I'm writing to you
to say how brill you are (I don’t
want the money).

Here at Portugal, you're the
best selling Spectrum mag (as
in England). Almost all my
friends like to read you (EEE.
start buying your mag a year
ago, and | think you are
imptoving very much. Keep on
putting those wonderful
megatapes on cover (and try to
put more playable demo).

Ah, by the way, an impartant
thing: recently, has arrived
later than usual. I'm writing in
the 13th December and we
don't even have the November
issue!!! This is very sad and |
want 1o see the bear doing
something!!!

¥S and Crash (| don't buy
them!) arrive here faster than
E81. why does this happen? I'm
getting desperate! Please,
please (a million times). Give
me an [EE) subscription or do
something so | buy
garlier!!!

Bet the bear is generous and
gives me an subscription
free.

Please, Please, Please, Please,
Please (I'm getting tired)

Luis Manuel Marins
Lisboa
Portugal

@ FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS?
SOMETIMES AH PON'T GET TA
SEE TH' MAG MASELF UNLESS
AN FIND ONE IN TH' LITTER
BIN!

Yes we all know you've had
little mistakes with your
‘Fax Boxes’, but in the Dragon
Ninja review, you lost your
faxbox completély. Explain that
or I'll punch your teeth so far
down, you'll have to brush your
bottom to clean them, (Just a
small joke). From a great
admirer

Dee

Portishead

Bristol

@ WE DIDN'T LOSE IT. TH'
WHOLE SORRY TALE WOULD
TAKE A CENTURY TO RECOUNT,
BUT LET'S JUST SAY THAT FER
REASONS BEYOND THE
CONTROL OF THE GUYS, THEY
ENDPED UP WITH A VERSION OF
DN WHICH WAS WORTH
REVIEWING, BUT THEY PIDN'T
FEEL ABLE TO GIVE A PROPER
RATING. 'COURSE, THEY
COULDA PRETENDED AN’
RATED IT ANYWAY, BUT
THEY'RE TOO HONEST FOR
THAT, THE SCHMUCKS!

find it unorthodox for a fair

maiden to take all her clothes
off in a scullery. | mean ina
scullery | ask you? Didn’t
manage to find those
photographs Mrs Aintree asked
me to find. Sorry!! | sat in the
Autumnleaves, underneath a
huge sycamore tree, whilst |
nibbled at my watchstrap. This
is all to do with
antiestablishmentarism and
polysaturates or something on
those lines.




| visited my old school last
week, still tastes the same as
befare, although the trains run
later these days. Anyway gotta
go, got heaps of absolutely
nothing to do in the basement

and Darnall Town have

scored . . . Amazing!
The Klogue
Chelmsford
Essex

@ | GOT IT! YOU'RE THE FIRST
CUCKOO OF SPRING RIGHT?
SEEK TREATMENT URCGENTLY.

Either you send £30,000 in
used cash to the address
below or I'll send my personal
heavymob round with Toby the
dog as their leader and some
nasty things may happen 1o you
and the rest of the staff.
Neil “Mean’” Mercer

Swindon

Wiltshire

@ G0 TO YOUR FRONT POOR.
OPEN IT. LOOK DOWN THE
ROAD. SEE THAT TANK? THAT'S
ME. | HAVEN'T 60T THE
MONEY THOUGH.

Wh at a blinking stupid thing
to do, what am | talking
about? Eating 2 billion raw
eggs, no, you stupid things,
putting a form for the Write
Stuff on one side and a
competition entry form on the
other, So be careful next time,
and I'm getting rather peeved at
you lot not printing any of my
letters ever and | never win any
competitions, so in future |
expect to see every one of my
letters and win every comp.

J Wignall

Preston

Lancs

@ AN GUESS THAT REELY TOLD
US. EXCEPT AH KIN EAT MORE
ECES THAN THAT WITHOUT
BEIN® SICK.

l have just started to buy your
mag (which is brill). After
reading last month's edition |
went on my computer to play
Megatape 11, before
Beachhead 1 etc there was a bit
at the beginning of the tape
which did nothing at all except

print Bites 3, and Bites 4 and
Bites 5 on the screen. Please
could you tell me what it does.
Chris Newton

Hardwick

Stockton-on-Tees

@ BITES? DON'T YOU MEAN
BYTES? THIS IS JUST A BIT OF
CODE LOAPING. POES YOUR
CAME WORK OR NOT? IF NOT
THEN SORRY, SEND IT IN AND
WE'LL REPLACE IT. IF YES
THEN 60 AWAY . . .

ow ya doin'? I've just
wrritten to tell you about a
hot new fanzine that's about to
hit the streets. It is called ‘The
Equalizer’ and costs 30p.
you'ra interested write to The
Equaliser, c/o Jonathon Cole, 13
Laski Court, Dalton Close,
Crawley, West Sussex RH11
8JN, and enclose 30p and a
large S.AE
Jonathon Cole
Crawley
West Sussex

@ 0K,

PRAISE TN TO THE SKIES!!

ear absolutely brilliant people at with the incredibly
big brains. | spent 18 days of complete and utter boredom

at the start of the month waiting for my issue of to come
through the post and brighten up my whole day, and to see the
absolutely, flabbergastingly brilliant work of El Presidente with
the amazing brain power. Tony Dillon with billions of brain
cells, and the rest of the team, clever Chris Jenkins, the brillliant
Jim Douglas and Tamara Howard. If | was a girl | would swoon
at the amazing cover picture, and the even better cool
megatapes. Kamikaze, the mean killing machine, really turns
the magazine into more than your usual, average Speccy mag. |
have just fainted at the fab work.

Oh great immortal people at ¥}, you can‘t be of the human
race to be able to bring us 100 pages of pure magic and
enjoyment every month for a mere £1.60. Yours in complete
and utter amazedness.

Peter Hamilton
Belfast

@ OK, FAIRLY GROVELLY. YOU ALMOST BLEW IT ON THE
REFERENCE TO LA HOWARD; PON'T CHA KNOW SHE'S PUSHED
OFF YET? ALL CIRLIE BRILLIANCE IS NOW PROVIDED BY
ALISON SKEAT, AN’ PON'T YA FERGIT IT.




ee. Take a sup o'yer Tetley's and
E waddle up t'oche and sling yer
arras, lad. Magic. The thought
of spending any time at all playing
a game based on the beery antics
of the fattest men in the country
(whether they be Members
fyak — of the British Empire
or not) didn't do much to
excite me.

So imagine my disgust
to find that Jocky
Wilson's Darts Challenge
isn't a dreadful flask of
cat squirt after all. In fact
it's very good indeed.

There are three stages
of the game; Head to
Head is for two players,
each trying to score 501
before the other. Round
the Clock speaks for itself
really — you must try 1o
work your way from
numbers 1 1o 20 in the
shortest possible time. The
Championship, though, is by far
the most exciting, whera you
play against a host of wittily
monickered opponents. Defeat
them all and you can take a crack at
the “big"” man himself . . . Jocky
Wilsonnnnn!

Although the different stages require different
strategies, the core of the game is how realistically
the “arras” are “bunged”. Qbviously a degree
of wobblyness has had to be

astonishing accuracy
Obviously | never
managed to challenge
The Jock himself, but
| was surprised quite
how addictive | found
this game. Even though

| loathe and despise

darts in every form

Jocky W had me
reasonably enthralled for a

lengthy period. You are

thankfully spared all the

skull splittingly dull maths

involved, as the computer tells

you how many you scored, how
many you need atc. The only thing

it doesn’t do is suggest which shot

you should aim for

Since I'm especially incontinent
{eh = GT) when it comes to
getting to grips with figures (arf,
arf — AS) this would have been a
bit of a boon, but I'm sure 1
would only be of use in
especially dense players

So there we are then
Corpulent Darts Star in
Successful Licence Shock. A
super bargain. Smashing
Lovelyll

The more successful you are, e
the tougher your opponents i
become, throwing darts with -

little bit more steady than this
Still, if all the fun of the sport is

incorporated = when was the to be captured, | guess all the
last time you saw a darts player effects of the beer must be
with a perfectly steady arm? included too

Here we have to live with a sort Once you've thrown your

of perpetual drift which causes darts it's the turn of the

your ghost-like dart to move in machine. You get a plan view of
ilar motions at the time. Not  the oche and board with an

a bad solution to the problem, extremely unrealistically shim
although I'd like to think that in darts player who regularly

real life | could hold myself a throws straight 180s.




FULL WARNING STATUS: CONDITION RED

THRUSTER® LAUNCH!
B0 WARRIOR®LAUNCH!

T

i 4 SPEEDER®LAUNCH!

LTl
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— - STRAIGHT FROM THE ARCADES COMES BLASTEROIDS, COMING SOON FOR COMMODORE

l TENGEN'S CLASSIC MIX OF ONE OR TWO PLAYER ACTION. WITH FULL AMIGA £24.99. ATARI 5T £19.99,
I POWER-UPS, RIP-STARS. SHIELDS., DOUBLE-UP AND MORE. THIS IS THE Cs4 SPECTRUM, CPC AND MSX

COIN-OP CONVERSION OF 1989. DISK £14.99. CASSETTE £9.99.
AND BEWARE - MUKOR AWAITS!

© 1987 TENGEN. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. (© 1989 MIRRORSOFT LTD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
HEADWAY HOUSE. 66-73 SHOE LANE. LONDON EC4P 4AB. TEL.: 01-377 4645.
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h no! Why is Ghostbusters

number one? Who bought it?
Well go and stand in the corner
and write “it's a boring game and
doesn’t have great sound like the
C64 version” two thousand times.
Other than that both Skooldaze
games are in the chart, as are two,
count ‘em, Codemasters titles. But
all in all there aren’t very many
original titles in the chart are
there? . .. What's happened to all
that first class Mastertronic
material we used to see

2l mEmmomesN oW g

13 [NEW! INCROWD

Another good value compllation from Ocesn

' MASTERS £8.99 42%
14 | NEW! mmcgnmm : CODE
15 | (11) AITO COIN-OPS DCEAN£72.9573%
bad convs
16 S AT E BEAU JOLLY £12.9584%
. ; = GRANDSLAM £8.95 79%

ALEY THOMPSON’S OLYMPIC CHALLENGE  OCEAN £9.99 85%
OCEAN £8.95 64%

US GOLD £8.99 81%

19 HEWI M“W ﬂﬂnsm—mh-lﬂ opportunity
20 “‘] manEns rslon with both racing and shooting

Nice looking coln-op conve




eams aven mega releasas

aren't sure of endless
weeks in the top slot. Operation
Wolf and Afterburner have both
had their moment only to be
replaced by Robocop. How
transitory it all is. Still at least
there are a few new entries.
Pacmania could be an outside
bet for number one — aren’t
Grand Slam doing well? Just
outside the chart Heroes of the
Lance could be the first
Adventure to do well since
Bard's Tale.

__B“%EK TOSKooL

Up to Skooldaze. Somahow less funny

PRO SKATEBOARD SIMULATOR

720X goes budget

COMMANDO

uential vertical scrolling shoot-"em-up

FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR

Unusual angle on a foathall thema

ﬂ (6)
m (8)

ENCORE £7.99 799,
ALTERNATIVE £2.99 707,
CODE MASTERS £7.99 78%

ENCORE £2.99 709,
KIXX £2.99 819,




TIME TO TALK

+ 3i+2a

£52.13 Lam from £130.39

the PLUS D
m +15% VAT - £149.95
“_ I =~ —

MGT's premier product. The disc interface |
that snapshots all your cassette software 10
disc in seconds. The printer interface that &— %
prints out ANY screen. Simple enough for a{ : i
begnner, yet state of the art for the expent —=L LIS

user. With all the Sinclair Interface 1 faciities \-
and commands, the PLUS D will transform
your 48K, 128K or + 2 Spectrum

It's time to talk about guality of service. Lots of companies are
advertising lots of products at excellent prices. But we believe that
our customers deserve more than that. We believe that you have
the right to demand an honest, in-depth appraisal of a product’s
strengths and weaknesses before you buy. We believe you should
get a description in terms that you can understand and perhaps an
expert comparison with rival products. And if you decide to buy,
you need to be assured of first-class service afterwards. Not just

| if a product is faulty, but also if you need help in installation or if
you simply come up against a problem that stumps you.

~g
Printers 1o suit every pocket

computer — from ) lager |

The Star LC10 in mon

park and font-select
The Citizen 1200
The new 1B0E —

i

At MGT we've got the time to talk to you. We only sell products select, 2 year quarantee

single o dual, for Spectrum, that we like and use ourselves. We understand what we sell, and Tpical pricas (ine. VAT
OL, BBC, Atari, PC - you name it, we sell it! every one of our sales team is trained to help you, whether before StarLC-10 £229.95
Because you're buying direct from the you buy or after. And even if we don't know the answer to your Star LC-10 Colour £259.95
manutacturer, you won't find Defter drives at question, or if we don't stock the product you're looking for, we'll Citizen 1200 £149.95
2 better price! Each drive has a bult-n power find out about it for you. Citizen 180E[[TET £199.95
supply and connection cable . : ) Chizen MSP 15E (widecarriage). £258.75
DISC DRIVE EX-VAT VAT INCL And the time to talk can be almost any time. Our phone lines are Citizen HQP 40 (24 - pin £449.00
£ 86.91 £ 99.85 open till 7p.m. Monday to Friday in case you want to call us after Citizen Overture 110+ £1250.00

£165.17 £188.95 work — even after that, there's an answer-phone. Just leave a

£130.39 ©149.95 message and we'll call you back. Call us for advice brochures if you'd like us to

help you decide which sort of printer s most
suitable for you

525'Dualdrive  E217.35 £249.95
35 4 525 Muli  £199.96 £229.95
Hobbyists! Call for prices on bare drives!

_%
=y

£121.70

¥
It's time to talk to MGT first!

R i, Jio o

15% VAT - £34.95 +15% VAT = £14.95
flam

The hacker's dream software
game and list the me
Ascil, or dis

The PLUS D and 3.5" DSDD Drive. All you
need 10 turn your Spectrum inlo a powertu
modemn disc-based computer! Load 48K in
35 Seconds and 128K in just 10 seconds

“Best Buy” ... Your Sinclair. "Another MGT Name - MGT quality, with a lifetime :v;

i T  that & titian on their
Amstrad Crusher” ... Crash guarantee! Sold individually or in plastic The dl?gm- I:a. has rhg,r;)?“mp:!.]..!ur' .;1-1 thei
boxes of 10 with labels Knees! Lapiure images from any video

) camera or recorder and use the PLUS D fo
New lower prices store them 10 disc for editing later with the

Facuage:‘ less than 1kg

it . bk shadhoc font Standard Secur
nimator 1. Has shading, high resofution and Express next day delivery
1
flenind £11.26 £12.95 no distortion {subject to a,i.jw_t ity
20 Discs £21.70 £24.95 N sy
30 Discs £3126 £35.95 \'
We also have a limied stock of the ongina 1 year full gu
Spectrum 128K Computer at £89.95and & Simple re q
wide range of serious and games software No-gui sh on handware if
Ca for details you're not satisfied within 14 days!
PUBLISHING
£32.87 I
15% VAT - £37.80 | s
two-way connector with a switch that lets Address: e
most incompatible interfaces work Finally, real DTP for the Spectrum! A word I N
together! The TwoFace also has a built-in processor, graphics and page layout designer |
oystick interface. Beta/Opus disc drive all in one and supplied on disc. “Worth every e
users can now transfer all files to PLUS D. nickel you'll pay for them" ... Your Sinclair | MGT DIRECT
The ultimate in Spectrum gadgetry | ;i‘f':‘;i, DL'::I:T‘;":“:5;‘32?15'135{:';@?3? L




FIVE lucky winners
will get a PACMAN GIFT
COLLECTION, featuring a
selection of
Pacman

products in the
way of mugs,
posters, T-shirts,
all bundled up in
an executive-
style Pacman
case which you
could put your
sandwiches in, or
use for important
executive-style

Who's the most popular
character ever to emerge from
the coin-op
| industry? No, not
| the man with the
big machine-
gun in Operation
Wolf i’'s Pacman,
| the jolly little pill-
gobbling chappie
who practically
kicked off the
whole coin-op
business, and who
is still going sirong

thingty-splunge
- Yﬁﬂ?:’ Pees meetings (if you
’ later. don’t mind people
Now sniggering at you).
we're s All you have
ivi to do is
giving you
the chance answer
to win all the ques-
sorts of zany iiorii:,“f‘ﬂl
limited-edition . e
Pacman orm and
. memorabilia in a oﬁb;mighﬂ
doltishly-simple o“' e
competition, competition
courtesy of those ﬂdd:ress.
Grandslam Coulc!n t be
gamesters. simpler

if it was Wayne Smediey.

—----.------------.—-—_-.------.-—--——__-------.—————-—-----————-----n---—--——--------——————-----——————----'--w—— - - - o

1) What is Grandslam's latest Pacman game fitle?
A) Pacman's Party B) Pacmania C) Paction Man

2) What are the baddies in the Pocman games called?
A) Ghosts B) Ghoulies C) Gobblies

3) Pacman's favourite food is
A) Power Pills B) Smarties C) Cough Drops

op characters may enter.



ight. Let's get my major
R gripe about this game out

of the way first of all. The
lpading system is very stupid
Even in 128K mode you
continually have to rewind the
tape when you've been killed,
even if you have progressed to
no further levels which may
have filled up the machine
{throught subsequent level
ioads). There is apparently no
good reason for this and it is
very stupid and annoying,
especially if you haven't got a
tape counter, as | believe most:
Plus 2 owners don't.

Unfortunately, nothing

happened while | was playing
the game to make up for this
steaming error, and the longer |
searched for the Big Redeeming
Feature (| think we'll use BRFs

maore in future} the more
frustrated and disappointed |
became. Still, I'll try to remain
calm and explain my gripes.

The plot. Biochemical
Holocaust. Not much food.
Doctor A. Noid (zzzz) starts
distributing addictive expensive
food substitute and taking over
the world. Nomadic drivers
scavenge for food and petrol
Doc's empire spreads,

zombiefying most of the
populace. You must track him
down and destroy him

The game is a little confusing
at the start. Initially you're
shown a plan view of the
current city areas. Driving your
car is straightforward and the
screen scrolls in four directions
perfectly acceptably. The
control options are a bit naff,
though. It's a rotate left/right
accelerate/decelerate affair. On
the ST or Amiga you've got an
aption of N.E.5.W. directional
control, but on the Spec you're
stuck with it.

While the graphics are

certainly anything but
spectacular, they're smooth and
quick and you can tell — largely
— what everything is. Having
said that, | couldn’t remember
which was the front of my car,
though, and kept reversing into
things. It's similar to Ocean's
Miami vice in style. The bad
guys will ram you and damage
your car. You can either avoid
ar shoot them. All the time

you're looking for food malls
and other buildings; one of
which contains a pass to The
Athena, where the Doc is to be
found.

Once you enter a mall, the
screen changes as you leap
from your car into a Gauntlet-
style run-around and shoot the
hundreds of bad guys affair.
This is a bit more like it! The
baddies squish into the floor
when you plug them and there
are lots of keys to find and
rooms to explore. Even if there
& no Arena pass to be found,
it's worth exploring ‘cos you
could find some scraps of real
food which you can trade for
auto parts at ... The Gas
Station.

Even in post/holocaust
society the gas station
attendants are very polite, so
long as you keep them happy
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with food, and you can fix up
your car with a host of extra
features. Well, four add-ons
Almost half those listed in the
instructions aren't available on
the Spectrum. These make you
go faster, shoot further and stop
quicker. You get the idea

The final stage involves a
demolition derby around the
arena, taking out enemy cars as
quick as you like.

Motor Massacre is a perfectly
reasonable game idea, horribly

mass to get through difficult
sections. PERFECT!!!

it's not. It's far from it, (say
this very quietly) it doesn’t quite
live up to the hype. All the
elements are there, but, here
comes that magic word —
playability— the game just
doesn’t hang together and what
you are left with is a rather
boring isometric maze game.
It's not even particularly well
executed.

In short, you are Private
(please insert name of your

SCORE ODD10 100

arble Madness, but a

bit more pinbally .

that sounds like a good
idea for a game. Mix in a bit of
platforms and ladders here and
there, by using over four
interconnecting levels, linked
by holes and air-lifts. (Getting
better all the time.) Add some
pragressive elemaeants, like
being able to change size and

choice, like parts or bits) and
you have to locate and rescue
Colonel In Chief Matt Ridley,
who guite cleverly, decided to
take a crack at the awesome
Death Run, and is now
imprisoned within its walls. You
have to climb aboard your
battle sphere and head into the
Death Run. Land of
unplayability and jerky




small also means that you can
get through some narrow gaps
a lot easier,

Graphics are OK to a point,
but the scrolling is dire. It just
shouldn’t be allowed. Now
come on, this is 1989! | can take
a bit of jerkyness at slow speeds
—it's always a problem. But this
game stays jerky, no matter
how fast you go.

It plays like, well, something
that doesn't play very well. The
rebounding effect off walls and
things is a little eratic and
normally sends you flying at
high speed regardless of your
original speed. At high speed,
the game collapses almost
completely. It seems the only
way you're going to keep
control is by moving very, very

re =
4'8K/128K Jay_‘—ﬁf_:_

Good conce
.p"t ’Er
down by afrocious

B

et

Reviewer

let down by some truly
ridiculous flaws. The eternal re-
loading is farcical, the controls
for the Street section irritating
and there are other annoying

slowly. Now I'm no hopeless
cripple at computer games, but
even | couldn’t keep control of
this baby. Scratch another few
points.

IS8 could have been very
good, but as it ended up, itisn't
What a huge disappointment
from the people that brought
you R-Type and Afterburnerll

inconsistencies. Try 1o climb
down the stairs which produce
the bad guys in the malls
prompts the message "“You
have fallen to your death.”
Presumably people forgot how
to do complicated things like
negotiate staircases during the
holocaust. Pahl

scrolling.

The Death Run is a little 3D
maze set over four planes. At
the start of the game you can
display maps of all four mazes
in the ‘deploy your ammunition
dumps’. You have four dumps —
supplies of ammo to help you
survive in the game — so
obviously the most sensible
thing to do is place one on each
level.

In the game itself, the maze is
displayed as a scrolling
isometric map, with lots of
walls and special tiles and
things, and in the middle of it all
is you, the battlesphere, The
walls are there to stop you
moving in a certain direction,
and the special tiles are there to
do special things. A plus sign on
a tile increases your
battlesphere's size, and a tile
with four arrows pointing

Incredible

hrinking

inward reverses the effect. A
question mark randomly
changes mass and size avery
time you cross it.

Mass and size play important
parts in getting through some
key trouble spots in the maze.
The denser you are (and no
missus, | don’t mean stupid] the
more powerful you become.
Unfortunately, when you are
lumping around something of
that mass, it gets a bit
unconirollable. Well, even more
uncontrollable than it already is.
Size can also be important. The
smaller you are, the more likely
you are to be splatted should
you rush into a nasty, but being

FAX BOX

: n Author: In-houseé
Ege-iaf;f#; f\:g:f: 48K/ 128K Joystick:

Various

Unplayable, badly scrol-
led, poorly executed heap

constructed about a nice

game idea. _ ;:& A

OVERALL

Reviewer:




outrun. Overlander. 4x4

Racer. And now Fire and

Forget. What do they
have in common? Twisting

roadways, supposedly exciting
gut-wrenching racing action,

varying amounts of blasting
and a numbing sense of
familiarity. Fire and Forget
might look good from the
screen shots, but decemt
graphic design and a lot of
movement doesn’t necessarily
make a good game

Anyoldhow, in FAF the Earth
is in turmuoil, as the inter
galactic liberation organisation
destroys cities and takes other
hostage. You take command of
Thundermaster, supposedly the
planet’'s most sophisticated
fighting machine, but in fact
ocoking more like Jim’s
knackered banger (fnar) with a
machine gun bolted on. You
have to complete three levels in
each of six warzones in order to
defeat the terrorists.

Background graphics,
moving objects and scrolling
arg all well .irnp.':,-.'ncrltr_-ra‘. Tha
road snakes from side to side
and up and down as you steer
your twisting vehicle along at

SCOBRLE  HIGH  SPEED %-!ﬁii BONUS
000285 0599111 063 1 0100

ERERIRN

the highest possible speed. Fuel
consumption, which is
indicated by a meter at the top
of the screen, isn’t related to
speed, so it's in your interests to
go as fast as possible in aorder to
pick up fuel pods as soon as
possible, These take the form of
pyramidical (eh? — GT) tanks,
and are dead easy to pick up; in
fact you can hardly avoid them,
since they're scattered all over
the road. Not much challenge
there then,

way. Each target you blast with

vour tetranuclear propulsion

missiles {guided by
g |

A bit more intimidating is the
range of enemy defences
stacked against you. Helicopter
gunships appear in the distance
and zoom over your head firing
wildly; roadside bunkers let fly
as you zoom past; mines litter
the roadway ahead of you;
barbed wire defends the side of
the road, and rocks block your

undecodable aural frequency
and magnetic sustenation MV
module with a firepower of 117
gigawatts per second — oh
COME ON, who are you
KIDDING!?) earns you points,
from 5000 for a rock (easy
target, see) to 50000 for a tank
{almost indestructible). That
was a long and convoluted
sentence, wasn't it? Are you still
with me? Each time you're hit,

10000 points are deducted from
yvour score. If this falls to zero,
or if you run out of fuel, the
game's over, and jolly grateful
you should be too. Despite
decent whizz-bang sound FX,
Fire and Forget — the term refers
to guided missiles, if you
haven't twigged — is best fired
and forgotten. It's decently
programmed and looks nice,
but moves too fast for you to
feel that you're really in control
of what's happening. It's just a
case of holding down the fire
button, waggling the joystick
and hoping you hit something,
And that's not much fun, is it

abel: Tipy,
£8. 95 S Avthor: In.
e Memory. 4g ] 1;3}




LAST NINJA
REPLACES

CRAZY CARS ON
THE COMMODORE

RARRARIMY
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“i you're looking for a high speed action- “It's reputation for being the most “Crary Cars is a three-dimensional real-time
packed game that's good to look at and bloodthirsty computer game ever, means simulation, This mulf be the ultimate car
enciting to play = grab Gryzor now!™ " - Mluphmmniluu:quu glrnt Sanclais Ui
Sinclanc Mcomlnw T  Soiftaiaee
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TARGET RENEGADE
A Crash Smash

“if you're after some exciting beat ‘em up

yoans™ vour Sinctae "Combat Schoel s ove of the best gumes Srtieh SR 5 pandt ancins to et S
& Elertric P o L10 Iwmplm hard-earned cash.” Coacf
9T A

| ) CPECTACULAR | CPECIHL
COMMODORE ' '

Ocean Software Limited - 6 Central Street: Manchester- M2 5NS - Telephone 061 832 6633 - Telex 669977 OQCEANS G

“Predator is a superb tie-in and really hits

the mark.” TIAF Sogler

£ 1987 Taenteth Cortury Bon Frm Carp Ak ghti
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“The programmers have done a superb job,
and have faithfully captured the film’s
atmosphere. Platoon is absolutely superb
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uman Killing Machine — a

name to raise questions

in the Houses of
Parliament. The follow up to
Streetfighter is just as violent
as you'd expect and just as
entertaining. You could
complain that it isn't really
much different to the original
but who cares really? It's well
executed and looks fine

The same idea as before:

kicky kicky against a variety of
people. Visit five exotic
locations: Moscow,
Amsterdam, Barcelona
Germany and Beirut and beat
up the locals. Each city's
representative usas a certain
fighting style that will test many
skills. You'll need to mix
punches and leg sweeps with
kicks and somersaults and
sometimes, just '.J['Inln(__] away
will help you survive

First up on your international
tour of violence is Russian hard
man called Igor. He thumps you
with his rifle and is, considering
this is the first leval amazingly
difficult to beat. Still he's not
that agile — certainly not as agile
as his trusty dog Shepski
(aaargghh) which leaps at your
viciously but isn't immunea to a

oy




L 4

ittle boot treatment
Now it's on to Amsterdam
(isn’t this just like the Travel
Show?) and the lovely Maria
Maria is agile and leaps about a
‘has a friend called
Iga who is not so agile but

ches people a lot. A bit like
one of the more female

members of the editorial

team actually (who's that then -
Jim7 AS)

On then to Spain with Miguel
who does dangerous things
with his cane. After that it's a
bull, a comedy German, an arab
and a giant. A cliché from
almost every part of the world,
in fact...

Backgrounds are static but
detailed, but since the whole
thing is in black and white this is
the least you'd expect. Main
5;.*:'![”!”.:5 are nicely animated
with slick arm and leg
movements — maybe the best
I've seen in this sort of game
Even the animals which are
intrinsically harder to animate
are pretty successful

OK there isn't anyth ng new
here but if vou lurved

\ Streetfighter you'll almost

certainly lurve this. The
graphics may even be slightly

beatter and

some of the moves

are different. My only criticism
Is that maybe the first level of

the game is too difficult. Still il

ensure some credibility
attaches to cracking all five
levels. With a dearth of decent
software releases this looks like

:.s'—!Jn] ané of the few

waorthwhile games we're likely

to see for some while

=
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HITS AND TIPS

® Watch out for Igor the Russian soldier. His fighting style
includes vicious blows with his rifle. To defeat try to get him in
the corner and finish him off with low sweeping kicks to the

belly.

® Shepski (great gag) the dog is Igor’s trusty hound. Again low
sweeping kicks are the way to finish him.

® Maria is very quick with a large number of moves. She gets
out of trouble by leaping aobut and comes with a very effective
kick. You lose energy fast. The only solution — a lot of front kicks
mixed with low sweeping slides.

® Helga — watch out for her punch. You can lose half your

energy in one go.
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CASTLE HOUSE
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SALE
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Aceof Aces........
Alien Syndrome.
Action Forcell .
After Byrner .

Alsernative I'IcrII:I'Gil'ﬂES .

The Big Sleaze
Black Lamp
Euggy BG- i

-.\JI' Commando.......

Brave Star

;a'b,rl,,r-PhS\l"Qé.ls' R

Barbananl....

Champ Easu!'.al! !
Basil Mouse Detective..
Cleverand Smart......

Colour of Magic —...ocrvvic

Cholg..

Captain Amenca..... Wally £
[ 1TV ——

Crosswize....

(100 Bk 1 || - D—

Dragans Lair

Shatow SKEMMET ... i mismires

Thing Bounces Back..........

The Train
Survivor etz
SamuriWarmor ...
Slaine Akt
Leaderboard .

SALE

Desolator .

) SR—— )
Enigma Force .
Druidil.... s = [
Empire Strikes Back ... — L
Docthe Des!ru‘,er MRS
Eye.... SRR .. 300
Extractor .. 200
] WA |
ef1].] - A—— 150
LT T 13T FR— . 100
GrangeHill......... . 200
Gauntlet ... 250
Gold, Silver, Bronze 11.00
Galactic Games ]
ot Lol L300
1L .00
Glider Rider. ... 1.5
HiV . cicices 1.00
Intensity ...... g -1
Impossiball ....... .. 150
111177 . 250
| ot the Mask ..... 100
Indoor Soccer .. 178
Sidewalk ........... 0
Tolig e 200
[ p— 200
Freightmare. 298
Ring Wars....... . 550
Skateball ... 650

SALE

Indoar Sports.... .. 250
K+ 30
llcari 'ﬂ'arrmrs 5.50
Knightmare..... AN

Lazer Tag.....
Leviathan.
Last Mission...

Loads of Midnigh 200
Last Mohican ...... - 200
Mean Streak ... .30
i 250

MoOnSIKE. ...t L2
Magnetron... .. 150
Mag Max . . 200
h'z\rner-(ufthEN#E i
N|n|aHamsler v ot m
New Waveld ... 100
Nightraider ..... 150

Nigel Mansells Grand Prs

Terrorofthe Deep...
Action Reflex..
Zynthum ...
Mindfighter.......
Death Stalker ...
Tybex ...

s

Out of this World............
Psycho Soldier........
Pr “

PHM Pegasus......

Pulsator .. ...

Peter Bzardsbevs Socter .

(uartet...

waw.t:am;,... TR

Yogi Bear...
RedLED...

LTI —
Road Ekas rs
HescueF'ac'lulus

Salamanderl;(}cean" e s

Silent Service.......
Stper Spaint....
Skateball .......
StarRaiders!l.
E T J—
ViewtoaKill....
(el IV
Virus.........
School Daze ...
Backto School
Tom Cat..
b..rabhledem:e .
Shoot Qut....
.'errarrrver sl
o L

FatWorm BlowsaSparh e

BURSLEM
STOKE ON TRENT
TEL: 0782 575043
NOW mmm
EN [AKen ==
!
100
250 e e e ko ok
!,;2 Castle Computers new
850  discount catalogue
' gg‘g listing hundreds of
150 games from 50p
150 ypwards only £1 for

issue No 1 if ordered

with any software or

£1.50 if you require only
the catalogue.

L8 8 8 8 &

JOYSTICKS
Cheetah 125+,
Compeition Pro500 bladk...

. 655
onies B30
-1
£.00

1 8. 8.8 & &

Xecutor

Zenji

Enduro Racer

Yt

Teledon

Evening Star

Flintstones

Dark Side .

Last Ninja Il

Pacland ..

1843 —

U;}{l gtign l.’\ulf
Tracksuit Manager

93: Mania

5. Harg
F"l I:I\_|"| 5 Back ...
ONCator ..

'.' ckey 'u"nus"
Target Renegade.....
Skate Crary
—F:"l:"'lrha Lance
Biack Tiger
Bards Tale
Marauer ..
l..|hE"r-c|:I I

Football Manager ll.......

D Thomsons Ol Chall.........—.... B

SALE

PAY THAT LITTLE EXTRA FOR A FAR BETTER SERVICE. P&P UNDEH
ALL ORDERS SENT 1st CLASS POST. DON'T

PLEASE STATE SPE

SALE

ALL STRATEGY GAMES NOW REDUCED
2 e e 2 8 8 8 8 & 8 8 & &
% ANCENTBATILES....... 0% 3
i i i i iy v ol ol e o ol ek o b

Red Coats.. e 100
Waterloo..... o 318
GuadalCanal.....coee. 300
High Frantier . .00
Yankie.... .650
Pegasusﬂndg& .. 6.00
Bismark. .. 650
ZuluWars....... 650
Blitz Krieg... e 650
Mapolean at War........ . 650
Galipoli ...

LT —

WYulean........ T
DesertRats ...

Stalingrad....

Nihikist . s rd
Dverfords (Lothi nnHI 300
Dverlord . . B.50
Annals of Rome.. .6.00
Batt Iehel*‘Germaw . 600
Theatre Europe. ;
Tabruk

Conflacts | )

(7,11 1 T | —

SALE

SPECTRUM SPECIAL OFFERS
Typhoon ... - 550
r'a.fEElenee o 100
L R
(P77 1 D | |
Empire Strikes Back .......... 650
101010 — |
37T T S —
Carrier Command ...
Sabdier of Fortune ........... .. 550
TigerRoad ... 650
Tatal Eclipse ... 150
Uridium ... . 150
BwundmelcePamaoe
Hopping Mad....

Stnp Poker |1+ ......

Psycho Pigs UXB... —
Thunder Blade...........ccc.
ECRION... . ot reramrsions
LU LT L ETe T ————
Streed Sparts SOCCRY ..........

Dragon Ninj@ ...

Victory Road ...

GuenillaWars

Ramba [N, AR Rl 2
Game Set aﬂdMatt“l T
Whiz....... i .. 50p
21T T S — ]
Knightraider .. i e B
Heros of the Lance........-....c.... 6.99

Batmanll...........
Roba Cop

LT 1 —

Fernandez Mus? De

Super Hang O ..c..cvvece o

Mator Massacre ...
TechnoCop ...

Dark Fusion.......... e

Butcher Hill
Artura....
Gameﬂ\'ralll
Metaflex...........
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Bobby Yaz....
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Super Sports
Fire.and Forget
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Castle
Computers

DEPT SU 6
CASTLE HOUSE

11 NEWCASTLE STREET

BURSLEM
STOKE ON TRENT
TEL: 0782 575043

NOW i
TAKEN v
L& & B 3 -
:ii!tii iﬁ. SIX PACK VOL3 ) - :ii*_li_lﬁimiciﬁi*ii: SIX PACK HIT PACK :**ﬁﬂ**lliﬁ*ti*
* R-TYPE % Ghosts and Gobiins, Living Daights, s pATOON TARGET RENEGADE %  IMtothe Eagios Nest, Batty, Ace, & EY
» £6.99 % Paperboy, Dragons Lair, Escape Singers 5 COMBAT SCHOOL » Shockway Rider, Light Force, 3
» * Castle, Enduro Racer. * GRYZOR PREDATOR » Internation Karate. % Pacmania....................5.50
* DOUBLE DRAGON WOW MEGA GAME ALL 6 * BARBARIAN T ALLSKGAMESONLYSSM & giood Valley..........2.99
= £6.50 ‘ FOR ONLY £6.99 . CRYORSKARNOV ¥ ¥ Mind Fighter .........5.95
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* TION WOLF A A AR AR kN AN # Venom Strikes Back ...
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2 »  Breakthrough, Express Raider, Metro Aufweidersehen Monty, Mask, Desth  J1o0egade, Arkenoid, Fiying Shark, & Friohimare . 299
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» * Cross, Crysta Wish 3, Jack the Nipper 2, Samurai ond of Kags, Slap Fight % -2ncelo
» ROBO COP * FOR OMLY £298 Trilogy, Convoy Raider, Basi the Grest ";E.w. MEGAPRICE! £895 s S-D-b oo 650
» £6.75 * Mouse Detective, Thing Bounces Back, & Trivial Pursuits Baby
* : o AN The Final Matrix, The Duck « Boomer.......................5.95
o HAMP! 6.9 % Trivial Pursuits Trilogy.3.95
bt s : Int Karate +, Renegade, Rampage, ¥ Fernandez Must Die .....6.50
- £6.99 Barbarians, Super Sprint SUMMER GOLD ¥ BBC Mstrmnd Q'master
» - . 10th Frame, Rebel Planet, Dambusters,  _ THE PRESTIGE COLLECTION 4 '
* AFTERBURNER 1 SPECIAL PRICE £6.98 Bruce Loe, Beachhead 2, Impossible ~ Eidolon, Rescue on Fractulus, Ball 4 * 3.95
: £6.99 * Miss Blazer, Koronis Rift "
» * SUPREME CHALLENGE FOR ONLY £3.99 i % Shadow Skimmer.......2.00
* HELL FIRE ATTACK : Ace l Elite, Stargiider, Tetris, Sentinal GAME, SET AND MATCH I & Twister............ e, 100
: - * SPECIAL PRICE £8.95 Match Day I, lan Bothams Test Match, % Tempest......ccoce..........1.00
» * Basket Master, Track and Field, Super ARCADE ALLEY :Th-nu Bounces Back.....2.50 x
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SPECTRUM +3 DISCS § PACK HIT PACK
Goerilla Wars........... e 350 Into Eagles Mest, Batty Ace, Shockway
R 950 Rider, Light force, Inter Karate
950 ALL SIX GAMES £4.00
950
950 KNIGHT ORC
885 A Kind of Magic, Loosed Ore, Hordes of
- 395 the Mountain King
995 RRP £14.95 OUR PRICE £6.95
1050
8% TRIO HIT PACK
.. 995 Great Gurianos, Airwolf 2, 3 DC
995 RRP £9.95 OUR PRICE £3.50
985
8 P 995 SUPREME CHALLENGE
Time & Magic 1085  Ace 2, Elite, Starglider, Tetris, Sentinal
Typhoon 10.85 ONE OF OUR FAVOURITES £3.00
Wec e Mans 895
193 S 895 UNBELIEVABLE ULTIMATE
4xd 0¥ Road Racing 995 Trans Am, Lunar Jet Man, Jet Pack,
Batrman ’ 995 Pssst
Carmer Command 1150 OUR PRICE £2.00
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uselthlanoger i 338 % EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE %
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"i'fE-'Hl:n'.’!S-E'n'S‘Z\.."EaI- 995 » Make Face, Ancient Guests, »
Al aur other Spectrum disks listed in our ONLY £3.95 EACH OR »*
catalogue » ANY 4 FOR £12.00 »
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episode of New Faces when

Tony Hatch wanted to give
some poar clod nought out of
ten for star quality. Come on,
said the compere, everyone's
got to have some star quality,
you can't give him nought.
You're wrong, said Scarface
Hatch: this man (an inept
Tommy Cooper-style comedy
magician) will never, ever make
it in a million years. And he was
right.

| feel the

I treasure the memory of one

same way about

Dynamic Duo. While it's got a
couple of good ideas, the whole
affair has been so shabbily
cobbled together all you're left
with is an incomprehensible
frenzy of moving things and
split screens.

Cutesy animal games have
always made me faint with

] L i 'ﬁ :_ -
. - . ) = . .
s

o | - R P |

bird”, presumably as opposed
to a finned bird. Your aim is to
explore the Night House, a
scary castle, searching for the
ten keys hidden in treasure
chests. When combined, the ten
keys admit you to the
Calculation Room, which hides
the secret of the destruction of
the Dark Powers.

The design and
animation of

the main

characters is dire, and
to make matters worse, the
action takes place in a thin strip
in the top third of the screen.
This doesn’t allow much space
for exciting background designs
or interesting baddies.

Just to double the duliness,
the two characters can split up
and explore separate areas of
the map. The duck canfly faster,
but only the dwarf can open the
chests, so you have to divide

o

wovely fluffy animals are doing
with high-energy @ “
@mﬁ@ @ direction

indifference; the only exception
was Head Over Heels, which
was very clever and nicely
programmed. Dynamic Duo
pinches the same idea, but isn’t.
You control two supposedly
lovely-wowvely creatures, a
dwarf and a duck, described in
the instructions as a "winged

your forces and toggle between
controlling one and the other to
complete the game. When the
two are together, they can drop
through trapdoors onto lower
levels by using the Down
control. They can also move
upwards through doors by
using — yes, you guessed it —the

Down control again. Mental.
The trouble is that once you've
separated, it's almost
impossible to get the two to
combine again so that you can
pass through the trapdoors.
Mental again.

At the end of each level is a
barrier which can be destroyed
by pushing a boulder into it,
and zapping it until it explodes.
Each creature has a limited
number of zaps, shown in the
score panel in the bottom third
of the screen. What two lovely-

O - ol
. = s
- - - - 1 # -
M_ Y -
E o " l'llm oo
% e e e
- e .
e wme
% s Lt el LT R, % e e, % e ey

with a joystick, and
you can’t redefine and control
keys, which are ridiculous: 1, Q,
CAPS SHIFT and Z for player 1,
and ¥, L, ENTER, P for player
two. Again — a thoughtless

weapons is
not adequately explained.
Sound effects are minimal,
and control awful. It's very

difficult to regulate speed and mistakel
o
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FAX BOX

bird Author:
48K/ 128K

ARCADE
- -

AMIC DUO Label: Fire:
g::::a Price: EB.95 Memory

Joystick: various

RIVTEW

_SOUND | | cutesy mess
=15. ?v‘:"fhu low playability.

. Avoid .
24 G‘go Reviewer Cﬁiﬁd{jﬁhl
PLAYABILITY | LAST ABILITY i
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e overcome the | e |
ot YWF Opponents in your ‘ Ninja Master in order to progress - | ") r'#-" ﬁc«'

battle for supremacy ane some examples of these superhuman villaing

four types of Evil Ninja star-throwing Assassing whose skills are

wnifald and dangerous. Also out lo spoil your day are Acrobatic Women
Wheriors and vicious Guard Dogs. Al the end of each level you must

SPECTRUM AMSTRAD COMMODORE

are: A fire-breathing Fat Man. an Armour S
Clad Giant Ninja - who has a disconcerting habit of

suddenly multiptying into an armyl

ATARIST AMIGA

IMAGINE SOFTWAARE - & CENTRAL STREET - MANCHESTER M2 5NS
TEL O61-832 65633 : TELEX: 669977 OCEANS G - FAX: 061 B34 0650
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n printer cabile

A “A GOOD REASON TO
BUY SPECTRUM +3" (Crash)
‘If you want to use commercial Spectrum software
with the Plus 3 you MUST alsoe buy a Romantic Rol
Multiface 3, or Amstrad's disk drive will be
with commercial software, The \'I||I||I’|| ) is |I| I‘\-l‘l
reliable way to copy Spectrum programs to disk.”
i€ r.u-;-.;.‘: r Shopper )
“Any 12BK+3 owner will find it a wonderful devies
eVen
(Sinclair [ser

P

multu ure: 5
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,I\ THE ONE AND ONLY FULLY AUTOMATIC TAPE AND DISC COPIER B
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MULTIFACE OME £34.95 MULTIFACE 128 £39.950) b~y
or debit my TN 522 No| GENIE ONE £ 9950 GEMIE 128 ¢ 885 .
Eded axnir [MULTIFACE THREE £39.95 0 M3 w/through port L 44.05 r_[ =
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hen | saw the Atari ST
version of Victory
Road, | thought
“JUURRGH! Dogfood!”
was quite fair considenng
the ST is supposed to be a
super-dooper sinteen-bit
wor'-fler-muchme and Victory
Road looked and played dead

awful

_which
that

verticall

y-scrolling commando-

style.
But
than a warzon
has the same
option; if you like you can select
dual players. using 8 wide
range of control options. This
makes it gasier 1o clear the
paddies from the screen, pbut if

this time it's @ sci-fi rather
& scenario. It also
two-player

mn

a4
e
e You can imagine then how one player lags pehind, the
- anthusiastic | was about the goreen stops scrolling until he
praspect of reviewing the catches up wour partner cannot
Spectrum version Asl loaded it be harmed bY your bullets, but
|copyright T. Dillon Reviews he can be blown up by your
Inc) My horrible suspicions grenades. sp watch out (unless
were confirmed; it looked you're feeling part\cmarl\r |
terrible small sprites. wery mean). 128K sound gffects are |
average animation, an mapressluely psvchedehic.
B yninteresting 'Dac,kg(uunds_ | On the subject of weapons,
’_,_ hegan 1o play the game. you start off with an automatic |
. imagine my shock 10 find that rifle, and grenades which fly |
g as a game il was ACTUALLY forth if you hold down the fire
= QUITE GOQD and EN.JOYABLE putton. As you make your Way
' Victory Road is the sequel 10 along the causeways and
the coin-op Ikari Warriors, and obstacles, you find flashing
has the same genera\ format — 2 ponus squares which represent
= |

SINC

AR USER MARCH 1989

temporary shi
marvellous au

huge craters |
shead of you-

a laser,

ald, and 8
tomatic grenade
y which blasts
e landscape

gw weapons:

g

auncher thin
in th

A toggle control lets you

choose the firing mode; aither
straight ahead of you of at an
angle. And what a selection of

creepies you have o shoot!

Well, it's not much of 8

salection akchooloy; little of hits 10 knock out, and it ejecls

zombie soldiers fluttering ;ombie soldiers all the tuime.

putterfly thingies, hopping Blow the head away and you're

froggoids and strangé twisty pack 1o the main road

thingies which follow you So surprts%nt_;w enough.
creen. At the end of though the initial impression 15

|anty of slam

around the &
sach level YO
square and are t
an arena where
giant floating hea
difficult 10 dodge,

poor, there's P
hang action and enough
mega\rlr_)lence 1o keep you
happy until the next coin-op
conversion cOMEes along®

u enter @ warp
ranspot'red to
you take on @
d. This isn't
put 1akes 3 lot

FAX BOX

xrr:ronrr ROAD Label: Ocean Author In-
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WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE
1 BRIDGE STREET
GALASHIELS

TD1 15W
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. SOFTWARE
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% AMSTRAD NLQ PRINTER MODEL 3250di FOR SPECTFIUM

W._,RLDWIDE

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

CREDIT CARD g o v i vk v o ke e 2 e e s A E R 2 R S 8 8 8 8 8 & 8 & 8 & k0

H

WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE
49 STONEY STREET
NOTTINGHAM

NG1 1LX

ORDER

ORDER : SPECTRUM +3 COMPUTER ONLY £195.99 : TELEPHONE
TH.EL':}EDNE oAk AR ﬂnu*-4"#6}5{'3”1‘;1qufﬁiﬁﬁﬂnnﬁ-ﬁ“*mffgmﬁfiﬂﬂcf***nutu-*u LINE
NORTH ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY IN THE UK SOUTH
SCOTLAND o v v o o o oo i s i o i ol ol oy o ke e ol ol o o ol o i e o i i e i e o ko ko T ok o MLEIEIE!?I'JS
N IRELAND  * AMSTRAD 2160 DOT MATRIX PRINTER FOR SPECTRUM +2 AND SPECTRUM +3 :
. 5 ONLY £147.99 0602
INCLUDES CONNECTION CABLES " 480779

A AR AR A RA A A A AR A A A AR AR A A AR AR AR R d kAo #

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVEHY

ONLY £189.95
INLCUDES CONNECTING CABLES

o e ek i o ik ol R o e R W

+2 AND SPECTRUM + 3 }

»
*

Ii PR se s e s E R e E 2 S R R R R e e e R R R R R R AR R »

WORLDWIDE SUPER SPECIAL OFFERS ON SPECTRUM SOFTWARE

# ik % % # i i o CREDIT CARD

COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS
TAITO GAME SET OCEAN IN CROWD KARATE KOMAMI ARCADE
COIN-OP HITS BMATCHII COMPILATION ACE COLLECTION
CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISC
9.00 13.50 9.00 1350 9.00 13.50 9.99 " 7125 1150
SPACE GIANTS WE ARE THE GOLD SILVER ULTIMATE
ACE COMPILATION CHAMPIONS BRONZE COLLECTED WORKS
CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISC
11.99 . 11.99 14.99 6.99 13.50 9.99 199 9.99 1199 1
SUPREME TEN MEGA FLIGHT LEADER BOARD COLL SOuUD
CHALLENGE GAMES ACE PAR3 GOLD
CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISC
9.00 13.25 9.99 . 1198 . 1158 1499 1.99 11.99
* Please phone for Spectrm <3 disk availability an Cf“ * Please phone for Spectrum +3 disk availability and p
EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIDN EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL inuumnmu
# + LARGE VARIETY OF EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR 3 TO 15 YEAR OLDS + SEND SAE FOR CATALOGUE BY RETURN » «
FASTDELIVERY OF ALL STOCK ITEMS BY 15T CLASS MAIL IN UK SPECIAL OVERSEAS SERVICE BY AIRMAIL WORLD WIDE
CREDIT CARD ORDER ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL
CIIEBrr cnnbouman TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD nHDEH TELEPHONE |
2480779
u.gti-ig.BfI:.Di.**!g.E SUPEB SI..EF‘AL U**E‘F‘EHS ONlrttstti-ECTRu so e i ek
CASS msx EASS OIS wmmzsrsmwaf CASS
1943 BATTLE OF MIDWAY .....ccovimmmssrissessiisses 999 UVEANDLETDIE....iiisinmmsmnasisarrions 726 1050 ANNALS OF ROME ; . 10.45
4% OFF ROAD RACING .. 5 .a.ss MATCHDAY .. 585 1050  ARNHEM ....... S 699
¥ e 855 900 MICKEY MOUSE 655 9.99  BATTLE OF BRITAIN...... 4.99
ACROJET PSS o L MINDFIGHTER ...... 10.85 BATTLEFELD GERMANY 10.45
ACTION FORCE Il ... ..65% 1050 MOTORMASSACH 656 999 RBISMARK.. .. 7.99
AFTERBURNER............cooovoomiiinnione 945 1085  NIGHTRAIDER......... 7.98 999 BLITZKREIG...... ..7.88
AIRBORNE RANGER............. * 725 1085 NINETEENBOOTCAM 699 CONFLICTS 2 .... 655
ALIEN stDHc—ME ; .B.55 1050 PSI.. 655 CONFUCTS ... 10.45
ARTIST 2., 0.85 1485 OPERATIOI 55 DESERT RATS... 799
ARTURA .. 655 993 OUTRUN 6.99 GALLIPOLI., 6.99
BARDS TALE . 793 11.99 OVERLANI 595 NAPOLEON AT WAR 699
BATMAM .. E55 1085 PACMANIA. ; 6.55 DVERLORD (Disk 9.99) ...7.99
BIONIC CGMMANWS a9 989 PETERBEAHDELE&' FOOTBALL.. ..8.55 PEGASUS BRIDGE... .. 10.45
BLACK TIGER... 99 999 PROBMXSIMULATOR. . 499 SORCEROR LORD.. .10.45
BUGGY BOY. 95 10.50 PROSOCCERSIMULATOR . 858 STALINGRAD (Disk .99, 7.99
BUTCHER HIL| S5 999 PROJECT STEALTHFIGHTER. ; THEATRE EUROPE ........cconcvo 4.99
BY FAIR MEAN! 585 900 A-TYPE.. 6.99 VULGAN ..coonimnmisses 7.99
CALIFORNIA GAMES , 689 888 RAMBOIN ; YANKEE..... 788
CARRIER COMMAND . ~10.85 11.45  RETURN OF THE JEDI... ZULUWAR ... 699
COLOSS5US CHESS ... 7.99 11.99
UL TUOIM . - ooscic e mmsmnss s i s v e 5 11.99 CHEETAH 125+ ..B.95
CYBERNOID Il .. 655 9.99 CHEETAH MACH 1 PLUS . 12,95
DALEY THOMSON OL\"MH{: CHALLENGE ...6.89 10.50 COMPETITION PRO 5000 ......... .12.95
DARK FUSION. .......... 655 9.99 COMPETITION PRO 5000 CLEAR . 13.95
neLuxEscR.naaLEmam ...7.88 11.99 coMPETITIoanosoooExmA : .14.95
DOUBLE DRAG i ....B.55 CRUISER ; A 8.99
DRAGON Nmu.q i 655 10.85 KONIX MEGABLASTEH e 798
EARTHLIGHT ......ooooiasinians i BOE SHOO KONIX PREDATOR .. 12.95
e R 798 988  SILENTSERVICE KONIX SPEEDKING .. 10.99
EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 725 1050 SPITFIRE4D.. KOMIX SPEEDKING + AUTOFIRE. 1199
EXPLODING FIST + 5.95 SPITTING IMAGE .. RAM DELTA . : 7.9
F15 STRIKE EAGLE . 25 STARWARS ....... '3 BUSINESS AND UTILITIES
FEANANDEZ MUST 655 945 STRIPPOKERIL MASTERFILE +3.. 24.95
FISTS 'N’' THROTTLES .9.45 SUPERSPORTS.. PROFESSIONAL ADV WRITER, 2295
FOOTBALL DIRECTOR Il (128K) ...... 1485 1495 TECHNOCOP.... TAS-SIGNPLUS3......coooovo 1495
FOOTBALL MANAGER II.. i 589 1050 THEDEEP..... .. TAS-SPELLPLUS 3 14.95
FOOTBALL MANAGER.. 295 7.95 THEPAWN (128K). TASCALC PLUS 3 14.95
FOXX FIGHTS BACK......... 655 9.75 THUNDERBLADE. TAS-PRINT PLUS 3. 14.95
FRANK BRUNOS BIG BOX ..845 1350 TIGERROAD... TASWORD PLUS3........ 14.95
G | HERO... 595 TIME AND MAGIK . 40 DISK STORAGE BOX +3 .. B.95
GAMES WINTER EDITlON ..... 699 9989 TOTALECLIPSE. 100 DISC STORAGE BOX +3 10,95
GARY LINEKERS HOT i 655 999 TRACKSUIT MANAGER.. DEVPAC +3 it i Rodsscias 14.95
GARY LINEKERS sursnsleLs.. i 655 999 GENERAL UTILITIES
ILL .655 10.50 +2/+3 COVER...... 499
(:L.ItLﬂ DF THIEVES . 1188  TRIVPURSUITS YOUNG EDITION. SPECTRUM POWER SUPPLY a 95
................. 725 1050 TWENTY CHARTBUST‘ERS ASIMUTH TAPE HEAD ALIGN KIT .. B899
HEHGIES OF THE LANCE . 89 1188 TYPHOON .. . T J T 21.95
HOPPING MAD ., 95 900 UNTOUCHABLES. HI SOFT PASCAL 21.9%
HOT SHOT......... ; 55 9,00 VICTORYROAD.. TASWORD +2...o.vaoseesinens 11.45
INTENSITY 85 800 VINDICATOR. TASCALC +2.. e 14.95
KDNAM! cmN 0Ps 99 VIRUS .. +2/+3 JOYSTICK ADAPTOR...... 4.99
umg; oy B85 14.95 EEEEE #:‘IESSTDODSTILL Ty +3 CASSETTE LEAD............ 4.99
LAS L ¥ VA A S 7.25 1 '
e A T Traas WINTER OLYMPIAD : B SRS DU PO e i 21.95
Please make or postal nrd-r p“.lhla to WORLDWIDE SOFTWAR
All prices include postage and packing in the UK. Overseas please add £1.50 par cass/disk ll:-r AIR MAIL delivery.
Advertised price are for mail and telephone orders. s '
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have reasonable eyesight to

fly one of those American
superfighters, but Players’
Tomcat seems to require
nothing short of E.S.P. of its
pilots. I'll tell you why, shall I?
Yes | shall. It's because you
can't see what's shooting at
you, you can't see what you're
shooting at, you can't see
where the hell you are and you
can't see where you're going.
It's like Beirut with fog.

First appearances imply that
Tomcat is a rather special
vertical shoot-out. While very
much in the Flying Shark/
Xenon mould, Tomcat has
more complicated graphics and
more going on. Well, that's
what it seemns like.

I know you're supposed to

I g PO OO P T B O N P R R T PR
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Unfortunately, it turns out to be
cluttered, confused and
confusing.

The biggest problem is that
you simply can't see what is
going on. “Game Over” pops
up for no evident reason.
Especially observant spectators
were sometimes able to point
out the direction from whence
the incoming bullet originated,
but | was continually
dumbfounded as to what was
shooting me down

The reason for this feeling of
myopic paranoia is that the
amount of things on the screen
which are FILLED IN is virtually
equal to the number of things
which AREN'T, so it's like
looking at one of those
Embassy fag adverts which you
couldn’t possibly make out
unless you were 100m away.
While they were very clever
adverts (This remark in no way
implies that Sinclair User

endorses smoking. It doesn’L.
Thankyou, Ken). | couldn’t look
at them for more than two
minutes without feeling all
giddy. (This remark in no way
implies that Sinclair User
endorses spinning ground until
you feel giddy or using other
hallucinatory aids like
roundabouts — It doesn’'t.
Thanks again, Ken)

So, what of the playability?
Well, it certainly isn't the fastest
game |'ve seen.

The screen scrolls four ways
and your task is the standard
one of blowing up gun
emplacements and shooting
down enemy fighters. You can
collect extra weapons in the
now rather tired fashion of
flying over the tokens.

The bad guys fly in quite
uninspiring patterns, but the
bullets — THE BULLETS! God
knows where they come from. |
can't see them! Even when I've

got backward firing missiles
and tri-directional machine
guns —which don't always fire —
| was getting shot all over the
place by mystery aliens with
mystery invisible bullets.

On and on this thing goes,
killing you with infuriatingly

FAX

. L‘;bs.:* Pn:gr,;f'erugflfﬂx Joystick:
£2.9 L= ;

TOMCA

Price:

(I

e

little explanation, and no hint of
further excitermnent

It's a pity that what could
easily have been a very
polished and entertaining
budget game is horribly let
down by poor presentation and
slow action. Tsk Tskl

BOX
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eeeerrrgh, gerrrrrrrrk,

higaaaaaah! Yes, it's

time for some of that
ol’ martial arts magic again.
It seems in the world of
computer software there is
no such thing as too many
Martial Arts games. Latest is
Fist + which has you
pitched against not one but
two deadly ninja assassins!
Hours of ninja bashing fun
for everyone! Chaaaaaack!

Well the regular folks who
don't read Sinclair User will
have to pay a reasonable
but conventional £7.99 for
the game whereas you lucky
sons (and daughters) of
guns (are you sure about
this? — GT) can buy it for a
mere £6.49. That's a fat
£1.50 off! Owwwwwwah!
You probably know the

drill by now; make out a
check for £6.49 made
payable to Firebird Software
and send it off to the
address on the coupon.
Please allow 28 days for
delivery. Yah! (can you send
those ninjas back to the
agency now please Jim —
GT).

WEC LE
MANS

BEEEELY ™ T

EEEES |
- -

s

£1-5C
ClI-I-

Send coupon (and your name and

| address) to Fist- Smash Offer,
Firebird Software Lid, 64-16 New

| | Oxford Street. London W1 include
a cheque made payable to

| Firebird Software for £6.49.

IC FISVYINS

erocom! We'll keep :
Bthis coupon brief marvellous driving game.
since it speaks for £1.50 is a marvellous
itself. discount. fine affair. (?)
Driving games are This is a marvellous offer. (That's enough of the
marvellous fun. Add them all together and “Blinkin’ Obvious™ prose
Wec Le Mans is a what do you get? A damned  style, thanking you - G.T.)

£15C

Cl=l-

WEC LE MANS

&
SR
B
B
B

' | Send coupon (and your name and
| | address) along with a cheque/

postal order for £8.45 made
payable to Ocean Software at: 6
Central Street, Manchester. Don't
, | ferget to mark your envelope
"Wec Le Mans Offer”.

21T FSVINS




TIGER
ROAD

ake THAT, Nigel

Lawson! Who says

you can inflict
outrageous tax poll
mortgate law fine car clamp
currency waorries on our
komputer kids? Not Ik
That's for sure. Down with
the “Government’! Burn the
back benches!

Phew. That's enough
rebellion. But it's enough to
get your gander fair “‘up”
these days, what with the
price of games soaring
towards the heavens every
month. Let us take an
example only too common
in these days of soaring
prices and plummeting

J .‘ik; j

.‘

L /Y
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GIANTS

IANTS! They're
huge! They're here!
They're GIANTS! US

Gold, the people behind
outrageously violent
spectacles such as
Streetfighter and Human
Killing Machine in their all-
knowing wisdom have just
released a compilation
bursting with amazing
super hits like Gauntlet I,
California Games, Rolling
Thunder, 720° and even
OUTRUN. Amazing but true.
Just in case you were
unlucky — or poor — enough
to miss any of these
wonders on their first
appearance, Nnow's your
chance to pick up ALL FIVE.
And the best part of the
deal is that while other
“people” have to pay the
huge - but very reasonable

- OIFERE

'-'p\\l!"{‘\‘ L“'

salaries.

Little Jimmy dearly wants
a copy of US Gold's shining
example of martial arts
destruction, Tiger Road.
Now, does our so called

caring society leap to the
aid of this underprivileged
and therefore very

%“1 ‘

F':__

considering the quality -
price of £12.99, fantastic
readers of the fantastic
Sinclair User will only have
to pay £10.99 - that's £2 less

deserving reader? Like
bottoms it does. He still
can't get a copy of TR for
less than £8.99.

. Unless ...

He gets his mum to cut
out the coupon here (with a
pair of round-edged
scissors) and sends it off to
USG who will immediately
send him a copy of the
game - reviewed in SU83 —
for £1.50 less.

Anyone who's got this
coupon can cash in on this
amazing and virtually
revolutionary bumper
bargain bonanza.

than £12.99 if you're
especially stupid.

Can it be bad? No it
damned well can't be.
Simply cut out the coupon
and send it off and within,
ooh, a week or three you'll
have FIVE astoundingly
GIANT games in your
grubby little mitts. Huzzah.

e

£1-5C
CI-=|-
(Y

Send coupon (along with your
name and address) along with a
chegque/postal order for £7.49,
made payable to US Gald Litd.
Send the gear to: Tiger Road
Offer, US Gold, Units '3 Holford
Way Birmingham B& TAX.

IC FISYIWS
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Send coupon (and your name and ()
address) along with a cheque/ e
postal erder made payable to US [T
Gaold for £10.99 to: GIANTS offer, | s
US Gold Lid, Units 2&3 Holford i
Way Industrial Estate, —_—
Birmingham, B6 TAX. Offer nns
B
closes March 30th. -U




standard of TV programs — four channels of soap operas,

Ai last it's here! After years of complaining about the

game shows, black-and-white films and repeats — Satellite
Television is here to usher in a brand new era. Now you can have
TWENTY channels of soap operas, game shows, black-and-white

films and repeats.

But what are the real facts behind satellite TV? Over to Ron
Money, whose satellite dish and receiver are available for a

couple of hundred quid in the near future.

HOW TO INSTALL

YOUR TV DISH.
IT'S EASY!

“It's dead simple, innit.
Just remove the roof of

your house using a
standard household

chainsaw, and send it to
our factory in Taiwan.
Within fourteen months we
send the roof back fitted
with a dish. There is no
truth in the rumour spread
by our rivals that these

dishes are simply
Taiwanese woks with

bloated sloth in the sky
above central Europe. Plug
the dish into the receiver,
and connect the receiver o
the mains, the TV, your
video recorder, the central
heating, the gas supply and
your Spectrum. You are
now ready to receive
wonderful Ronnyvision,
beamed at you from the
stars! Remember not to
block your chimney, as the
signals must wriggle down
it.

But what sort of service
tan you, as a computer

BATTY BYTES!

Presented by Craig Charles
and Pauls Yates, BATTY
BYTES! is a computer show
with a difference! No
boring old technical terms
like, er, ""computer’ — this
is a fast-moving show with
lots of fun special guests,
competitions, videos,
strange camera angles,
phone-ins and ineptitude.
In the first program,
RICK ASTLEY talks about
his Plus Three, and how he
took it with him on his
world tour and found out

user, expect from satellite
TV? We speculate
fearlessly on the sort of
computer coverage we can
look forward to, if ‘look

‘Satellite TV dish, honest’

crayonned on them.
Rotate the roof of your

house until the dish lines

that the plug didn't fit in
Japan! There's a

up with the satellite, Ron
One, which hangs like a

forward' is quite the right
words . . .

BANANARAMA
video in which you
can just see a
Spectrum in a
cardboard box on the top of
a wardrobe in a house just
up the street from where
Karen's mum lives, and the
girls tell us how they really
want to be taken seriously!
Special guest, health
secretary Kenneth Clarke,
talks about his modem, and
Craig Charles tells us what
a right-on alternative
socialist comedian he is,
from the back of his
chaffeur-driven Bentley!

SO WHAT EXACTLY
IS THIS COMPUTER
BUSINESS ALL
ABOUT, THEN?

A very, very serious
program hosted by Fred
Harris, Lesley Judd and
someone who knows all
about modems.

Highlights of the series
include:
@ A tour around a plant in
America manufacturing
those small raffia
placemats you put under
mugs, all under computer
control;
@ An investigation into
the workings of the data
protection act, including 2
day in the life of the Data
Protection Registrar, and
an interview with his old
school friends, his parents,
his vicar and his pets;
@ A look at state of the
art games for home
computers,

especially
platforms-and-
ladders games for the
32K BBC B;

@ A round-up of modems
presented by someone who
knows all about modems;
@ Lesley Judd looking all
confused and saying "and
what exactly does that
mean in layman's terms,
Fred?"”

@ Fred Harris showing you
how to make your Spectrum
control the temperature in
your greenhouse while
operating your model
railway, helping the
disabled (the man who
knows about modems),
picking up pictures from
weather satellites
(courtesy of WEATHERTEL,
the 24-hour weather
service beamed directly to
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The Word Processor
Power, flexbility and ease of use have given Tasword an enviable
reputation for performance and unbeatable value for money. Each version
is packed with usetul features and is specsheally designed 1o make
masmum use of the memary and keyboard layout
TASWORD: power, versatility and performance. The definitive word
processor for the ZX Spectrum

TASCALC
The Spreadsheet
At last| A comprehensive spreadsheet for the ZX Spectrum. A full working
spreadsheet of 52 columns by 157 rows to process and evaluate numerical
data. Advanced featunes include vaniable column widths, on screen help,
interactive prompts and a hull range of formula functions

2% 4BK SPECTRUM

Cassetie £13.90

TASWORD
THREE

Microdrive £16.50

IX SPECTRUM 128

Cassette £13.90

SOFTWARE THAT'S

HARD TO BEAT

A range of powerful programs for the ZX Spectrum computers. Use the coupon below and send
today for our free, comprehensive brochure. Quality, performance and great value for money

IX SPECTRUM . 2 JXSPECTRUM -3
TASWORD TASWORD
PLUS TWORIPLUS THREE
Cassette £13.90 Disc £19.95

Not available

Casserte £17.95

TASCALC

TAS SPELL
PltISTHﬂEE
TASCALC

lemwoed F
Cassete £17.95

PLUS THREE
Disc £19.95

TASPRINT
The Style Writer

Print Tasword output in a range of five impressive print styles. The Tasprint
lettering is twice the height of normal dot matrix output
TASPRINT PLUIS THREE features 25 fonts AND a FONT DESIGNER

ASPRINT

Cassete £9.90
Microdrive £11.40

Cassette £9.90
Microdrive £11.40

TASPRINT
PLUS THREE

Disc £19.95

Disc £ “
TASPRINT

Casserte £9.90
Microdrive £11.40

The Sign Maker
Produce and print Your own signs, posters, banners and large notices 10

TAS

SIGN

TAS-S5IGN

TAS-SIGN@TAS-SIGN

are pnmed with differing dot densities 1o give a shaded representation of
the Spectrum screen colours

get your message across with maximum impact. Add a new dimension 1o Not available Cassette £17.95 Cassette £17.95 Disc £19.95
your dot matrix printer, Prints signs, posters and banners wath letters an
any height from one inch to the full width of the paper

TASCOPY

ThESCfEEﬂEﬂPiEF T.ﬂ.‘irﬂp'l' TASFDPH' FEI.LLDP'!' TJ’!SFUPT

Screen copy softwane for the RS232 output on ZX Interface 1 -
Keep permanent and impressive records of your screen pictures using Cassette £9.90 Cassette £9.90 Cassette £9.90 Not availebd
gither the monochrome or “grey-scale” software where the screen colours Microdrive £11.40 Microdrve £11.40 Microdrive £11.40 01 vairabie

TASWIDE
The Screen Stretcher
ZX Spectrum 4BK128K/+ 2 obtain B4 or 32 characters per hne on the
screen. Works in 48K mode only
ZX Spactrum+ 3: gives 3 letter sizes on screen — 64, 42 and 32 per line

TASMAN PARALLEL PRINTER INTERFACE

A low cost means to link your Spectrum to any printer fitted wih the
Centromics standard parallel interface. Supphed complete with cable,
drivang software for LLIST and LPRINT and screen copy software for most
dot matrix printers. Compatible with 48K AND 128K 2X Spectrums

TASWIDE

Cassette £5.50

£29.90

Cassette £5.50

£29.90

MASTERFILE
PLUS THREE
The Database
Accomplish your home and business filing with ease and elegance using
MASTERFILE PLUS THREE, A sophisticated menu-driven data filing, starage
and retrieval system. Data stored with MASTERFILE PLUS THREE may be
exported for use with Tasword Plus Three.

TASWIDE

PLUS THREE

Cassette £5.50 Disc £9.95
; _I_hlailel printer
" cable £9 95
£29.90 RS232 cable
£14.50

MASTERFILE
PLUS THREE

LhsE &

Termaee - leeds 152 LN - Telephone

PERFECTION IN PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE

If you do not want to cut this magazine, simply write out your order and post to: TASMAN SOFTWARE, DEPT SU, SPRINGFIELD HOUSE, HYDE TERRACE, LEEDS LS2 SLN

rLlrentlu',n a cheque/P0 made payable 1o TASMAN Sofvware Ltd OR charge my ACCESSVISA numbser

=B s - Expire
INAMEf_ NP e ot HIER PRICE
| AppRESS % s DU g .
s i A e A ST T Slas
L [ E e b PRS-l ad P R A = e i
= RO el ' 4 _ Duiswde Europe add £2.00 per item airmail {
| Telephone Access/Visa orders. Leeds (05321 43830 9 ’ TOTAL I
Pieass send me a FREE Tasman beochure describeng your products for ZX Spectrum«3 G 1% Spectram 48K /28K '2[ J |EM Amaread PL I_] Amerad POW '__} Amsirad CPL |_ J' Commndors B4 |_ | Dept 51

I_ _______________________________ T b
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COMPUTER REFPAIRS
R QUALITY APPROVED REPAIR CENTRE

sECrus -

Repaired
ST BEST PRICES! |

ARE YOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER - fed up

waiting weeks for your estimate?

Need your computer repaired fast? Then send it now to the VideoVault
24nr Repair Service. We are able to repair your 48K Spectrum using all the
|atest in test equipment for only 19,95, We can also supply you with power

repalred

R

* While you walt repairs £22.50 48K Spectrum
£35 00 Spectrum+2

+ All computers fully overhauled and fully
tested before retum

« Fully Insured fior the return joumey

« Fixed low price of 19,95 Including past,
packing, parts, labour. Spectrum-+ 2
repairs only £25.00 fully inclusive

+ Discounts for schools and colleges

ONLY £19.95

» Shetop games worth £39.00 free with every
spectrum repalr. Now includes FREE
memory/keyooand test

» We also repair Commodore 64's, WIC 20
commodore 16+ 4, Spectrum+ 2and + 3

» The most up to date test equipment
developed by us to locate faums within
yourcomputer

+ Rubber keyboard repair ireplacement
membrane only). Just £10.00 including p+ 2

* 3 month written guarantee on all repairs

FREE

We correct colour, sound, keyboard

OVERHAUL WITH EVERY REPAIR WE DO:-

_check the loading and saving chip,

supplies & membranes
We will repair your computer while you wait and help you with any of your
technical problems. Commodore computers repaired for only £35.00.
\ease note we give you a 100% low fixed price of £19.95 which includes
return post and packing, VAT, nota perween price like some other Repair
companies offer. We don't ask you to send a chegue in for the maximum
amount and shock you with repair bills E30 upwards, Don't forget we are
Amstrad approved for guality and speed, don't risk your computer to any
other unauthorised repair Centre. We don't just repair the fault and send
your computer back, we give your computer a free overhaul

even put new feet on the base if required. Check for full memory, check all
sockets including ear/mike and replace where needed. Ali for an inclusive
price of £19.95 which includes VAT, parts & labour, return post, packing &
insurance. No hidden extras whatsoever.

(Should 2 computer be ciassed a5 unrepairabie due to tampering there will be a charge made of 10,
We may be able to offér 3 replacement circult board at an additional charge.!

URGENT NOTICE pon't be misied by adverts showing between prices
A recent complaint against a Manchester repair firm Mancomp, was upheld Dy the
Advertising Standards Authority on two counts, “it had stated BBC repairs
between £18 and £45 then charged the Custo mer E85.° Their guarantee policy was
misieading as it did not make clear that all repairs were not covered

T

Send your computer to:-
0id Kingsmoor School, Rallway Street Hadfieid,
heshire SK14BAA. Tel: 04574 GES55/67761/63499
Main Office, enguiries and arders only.

Manchester telephone D51 236 0376 While you wait centre anly

FAX No. 04574 68946

New bigger catalogue now avaikabie containing over 2,500
jtems including software fof 2l COmMpUEers, joySticks. spare
parts, business software. Ok, plus many more. Just senda
1 18p stamps For your free copy. Over 20 pages full of top
qualty products delivered to your doos by return post

) COPYRIGHT VIDEOVAULT NO. 889061

BYRITE
SOFTWARE

SPECTRUM £1 EACH
BUY TWO GET ONE FREE
DOrbix, Sky Runner, West Bank, Battle of the

BASTEC SOFTWARE
PRESENTS

Breakthrough, Express Raider Metro Cross,
Crystal Castle Al for E2.99
OLLECTION INC

THE FOOTBALLER (SPECTRUM 48K/128, +2,+3)

LLICAS FILM GAME

: - - '

or Bl A "‘:‘-"’.’J"j“\' PR & ('.:.“,",,‘,,’,"',' 2 r;‘:"‘x ¢ e g Eall & Buy Finyors The Planats, Sir Fread. Spec Gral, Equinox The Eidolon, Rescus on Fractulus, Ball

o 'ours Can You Win The League L8 maaiicl ey e Ravolution, Pale Position, Toy Bizare Blazer, Koronis Rift, Al for £2 99
FEATURES: $ The O Fighter Pilot, Action Reflex, Sailing, Fighting

Latest Seores Screen Including All The Matches In The Divisian, Warrior, Red Scorpeon, Fifth Quadrant, Paper Boy [3.95, Cutrun [4.95, Star (Gl

Current Form
16 Player Squad,
Relegation,

Shack Absorber,
f Terror, Deactivators. Bride of
1ein, Xcal, Ball Blazer, Skylox

Pulsator, Xarg £4.99

Into tha Eagles Et.\l, Batty E-:ﬂ .;|||CJI.'I|'H-1|'

Transfer Market,
League Tables,
Promation,

Records Page Bank & Bills . The Big Sleaze, Through tha Trap Ridar, International Kerate, Lightforce. All

F.A Cup Match Preview, e poncresta, Knightmere, Pyracurse fod £3.99

Manager Rating, Injuries, Maonlight Madness, Killer Ring, Kinetik GAMESTAR S5PORTS

Save Seasons + Much More, :;l:ls:-lrm Omega, Biggles, Wibstars, Hybrid Amarscan Football, Basketball and Basebal
rame

rianos, Druid I, Gyron, Lords
of Midnight, Life of Harry Prodigy. Tha
Eidolon, Cop Out, Dark Empire, Double
Take, Koronis Aift, Bubbler, Tempest
Twister, Marmaid Madness, Deathscapa
Greyiell, Deadringer, Hacker 11, Nihlist
Tujad, Moutie Mecks Deathride, Les Flics
impossable Mission, Space Shunle, Jerry

TA Must For All Football Enthusiasts Only £8.95)

FLAT SEASON (SPECTRUM 48K/128K/+2/3)

The Uinimate Horse Flac Challange, Train Up 1o Eight Tharoughtereds Orwer Different Distances.,
Gaoing And Grades To F
LYl G

vy Ca tian, Ten Wesks Of Mon Stop Racing, Roce
Asce On Saturday Cant ¥oa Become A Champion Tralner

o

£2 :
International Karate, Hacker b, Streal Hassle

1 5 ]:lrr L;:L- II. l.:clsIIIG| Capers Auu--.gm,SNenm SI85 Prohibitign, Rebel, £2 50
8 o & Warlock, Mega Apocalypse, Slaine

i TV Eye View Of Race, Trainer (_-h:'mD'“""Sh_'D- |Plaasa chonss alternatives to avoid Parcy the Poity Pigeon, Sam

of Form Book, Jr_.;kf:yé,hnmgmnshnp_ disappointmant) Mot ahols, Supearsie
Bookies, W s [SPECTRUM £2.99 EACH |
Stabies, Action Replays, SPECTRUM £2.99 EACH
R P Bank, Death or Glory, Winter Olympiad 89 - 1 —

?sult? age. Bills Headcoach, Colour of Magic, Ramparts, EPECTHUM 30 “‘“’:FE‘

Injuries, * Dark Sceptre, Blacklamp, mplosion COMPILATION JUST |
Grades Prize Money, Jmibreak. Nemesis, Gunslinger, T T Racer £9.55 . 150 PREINCIHS
Horse Auction, Training, Fh-.:LI-aE Fgg. Crosswize, vh.:non- S'n ks R :IMT-nTr:rl:uh.'w

! F1 r il ian . ot L

i Save Season, . e Much MI_JIE‘,. E::: ‘f::lgmzuae:nl!.;eisg:;nc::IIilanalIr':r:::l:wI Grid Patral, K in 3D, Stayfire, Core, Dark
[A must for all horse racing enthusiasts. Dnly £8.95) ! : - Empire, Evil Crown, Nick Faldc an

Tag, Teladon, Championship Sprint, Falcon
Renegada Lord, Captain Amernca, Hystaria,
International Karate +, Biood Valley,
Survivar, North Star, Dragons Lair Escape
from Singe’s Castla, Karnov Superspnnt,
Dismond, Black Magic, Tetris, Sarmurl
Trilogy, Gothik, Ges Bee Air Aally,
Centurions, Rampage, Star Raiders 1.
Magnertron, Livin aylights, Zynaps
Chola, Terramax, Chubby Gristle, Thing

L

m, Simple Ta
icts 1st, Frd
nds Up To
ram, (&

QRE"(_HOUND MASTER (SPECTRUM 48K/128K. +2.+3}

Waster s A Sophi § Greyhound Prediction Program For The Spect
b ¥ aper For A Signilicantly Bemer Chance OF A Win, Pr
i Farecast, Trcast, Etc... Caboulates Frioam S Grey
Unfair Advantage With This Amaring New Pr

Aotronics Waladrve « 1 free 64K Wala
f£17.48 inc PAP

Extra Waladrive Cartridges 16K £2 00 mach
BAK £1.50 sach

Spectral Writer (Word Processor on Watal
£3 96 aach

Mustl,
Many Driven, Ercar Check, Primtar Dption, Greyhe

Data, + Much More.

ating, Easy Entry, Valus Seting

LH‘EIFEEJ‘-}EIEEEE‘:‘ Tirmes Owvar Only C8.50) 53 95 ﬁ;:;,;:fs Back, Winter Games, Chess ﬂg_gnrnm Paper (black) & rolls £10.95 ing
FLAT SEASON £s:95 Postage 1-3 titles 75p & or more £1.00 T'..".'“n 65:1 Pen + Graphics Sottware |+2
GREYHOUND MASTER £8.50 Ge e S 108 g s, SUE L1

BYRITE SOFTWARE

Dept SU, PO Box 589, London N14 65J
Tel 01-882 6833

{Any Two for £14.00: All Three For £20.00)
Chingurespostal arder payable fo
SOFTWARE. SAMSON HOUSE
LINIT BA, ARTERIAL ROAD, LAINDON,
BASILDON, ESSEX 5515 60A
=2
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your home whether you
want it or not), and
cataloguing your collection
of matchboxes from around

the world. p
THE CRETIN dance steps —
FACTOR and to keep track

of their tights.
R quiz show all about the @ Melvyn Bragg's look at
wild and whacky world of  the significance of
business computing, computers in the novels of
hosted by Jim Bowen and  §. K. Chesterton, with
featuring celebrities from  narration by Simon
the world of chartered Callow and Laurence
accountancy, computer- Olivier.
aided design and industrial
control systems. Super,
smashing. How many of
these simple questions
could YOU
answer . . .
@ Does

@ Computers
as sculpture, presented
by the curators of the Tate
Gallery, who recently paid
the £11,500 for a second-hand
dynamic file ZX81 covered in Dulux.
allocation technique @ Amstradeus, an opera by
used by MS/DOS allow Philip @lass based on the
files to be distributed in  play by Peter Shaffer based
non-contiguous regions of a on the novel by Sa/man

disk? Or not? Rushdie. Our hero NEXT MONTH — Why don't

@ Is the cache controller  Amstadeus, bearded you switch off your

of the Dell System 310 an  merchant of renaissance satellite television and go

82358 or a 803867 Brentwood, faces the and do something useful

@ Can data stored in a hostility of the ruling instead?

freeform text retrieval classes as he attempts to I

database and not bring culture to the

normalised into relational commoners.
tables be queried and
. HOLE FOR

| manipulated by a language

based on relational l SATELLITE SIGNALS

algebra? Come on, hurry CHAINSAW .

ok S DUMMY DISH |

(TO IMPRESS Tk

ART, SOCIETY AND s _ Ry NEIGHBOURS)
THE COMPUTER e s a2 VA

.
= - - e - =
Dedicated to quality ! .00 5 = g e « CUT HERE
broadeasting, satellite TV -

will bring you the greatest

performances of artistic

companies from all over DRAINAGE
Europe. Highlights

include:

® Mikhail Baryshnikov :
and the Moscow Corps de
Ballet explaining who their | C-o0 Lo 10N £
Spectrum is used to record REELE[II%EE. l ——

MICROMAVE

CENTRAL
HERTING




SHEKHANA COMPUTER SERVICES

THE SPORTING COMBINATION
GREAT NEW YEAR OFFER — ALL COMBINATION
ORDERS REDUCED IN PRICE

- ESTAB: SINCE 1978

ACCESS - ORDER BY CREDIT CARD LINE 01-348-2907 24 HRS -VISA

o [+
SPECTRUM TITLE SPECTRUM TITLE Priwe  SEGA BOFTWARE Prica o £6.95
RON LOAD - D4 W MASTERGVETEM . . 7408 RUGBY FIFTEEN A e FOOTBALL FEVER
JINXTER + 3 DISK 158 STER Sv5 LIS
ENIGHT ORE 099 LIGHT PHASER 5,55 Cagtamn your feam in Leagus 25.95
AR sovmecoios i xomgisoe. R | Sk ek yourjear
AFTERBUR LANCE -4 13 i &5 i m
ALIEN SYHDACME LED STORM - 04 748 AFTERBURNER .95 B AL sides + thdhicml Takn the ultimate soccar
0 i 12 o chal of managing & team ;
LINEXER HOTSHOT - D3 040 ALIEN SYNDROME 24.95 plng -
LINEXERS SOCCER - 03 G40 DOUBLE DAAGON 7435 assasament 1o win Liea e, FA Gup
LIVE + D 780  GANGSTER TOWN a8 1lﬂ_tm|i'|6.hchlng and natural Cup Winners; European Cup +
A 7.50 GLOBAL DEFENCE 22 85 ability 30 namesd players + full 90 mins of play + named
BLAN 758 GOLVILLILS 2405 12 Lisaguie + i i gt _,r"
WOTORMASSACAE -D2 640  KENSEIDEN 406 assasamant of opponents + goal scor g tgroma ity -
WEMESIS 280 MIBACLE WARRIDR 12 85 o > il#;m + beonking + Sendng
WAGHT RAIDER - DI 706 MONDPOLY 79,95 aarm selection from BqUads offs + llies =
DOEAN COMPTION-D4 1088  OUTRUN 2485 of playars + match play with full + cup replays + ot IBagu
¥ OGP ART STUDNG 1088  PHANTASY STAR 3995 B0 mins, iries, pena . drop s + hull Laague tat +
¢ deERATON LR S DL | AT Ery gosaks, missed chances. el and
QUTAUN - 0] : T 41 & elegation, promobon
o'-l.-JF AORD - D 150  SECAETBOCCER 728 scorers, substitules. injunes sEason honours + FEnama
PACLAND [ & Eﬁi&:g";;‘" =9 othar match scorers + el players + transher market +
P & [T g 49h League tablas + Seas0n
PETER BEARDELE Y E g THLIRDERBLADE 495 fixtures/ rasulls + SEASONS Pla"a::ﬁ.l ut‘ bl
. PRO SOCCER 640 WONDERBOD'Y 8 7405 Porouts list + promation + phus o
| PO SOCCER e WOnLD SOCCER 23 46 ok e
| PSYCHO PIGS UXB - 03 1 5{.;;}:\.& 0 ::; ;‘2 rﬂnnnm bg:ﬂ'"il;mm B4l
PLFFS SAGA - D1 1.2 LL T
i QUESTION SPORT-DZ 1198 * 58 JOVETICKE/ACCE w4 THE RACING GAME
RED OCTORER 1099 155 CRICKET m.% £6.95
s 1 e I Captain one of the 17 county <
! ROROCOR 07 760 A sides. in a one-day G0-over cup An exciting game designad for
AOY OF WOVERS -02  6.30 g+ compatition. Six groaptinal 9 thes horse facing anthusiast
ALINMING MAN 658 TPORT 44,99 mound matches, Individual i Manage your horses 10 win
H RTVEE-DE L4 T 1l 5 assessmant of over 250 namod . glmp.ﬂmdndnfq)eﬂrm
83 . e et &% DuALPONTTFACE _  dm players. Fast, slow, medium - , digtancs ail
10.89 430 EEMISITININTE E 180 bowlers. Team sslection afect results. Full a
8x 10 EAN Ko and decissons on the fiskd market. REces over 5F to 2
g e i ELROMAX - PROFE 1758 bafting, Lowling and p""“ Wankly "”S-m‘ﬂmrda .
DIFECTOR 150 Bon CAYSTAL '||:!'LBE_‘. PLLIS 1690 fl tclics will determing TE-TRCE Al
UNIDS BOX - 03 558 0.9 T('-Ii :;g sl m%mm"mm e s
¢ DHRE :'.'ni'; 04 2: 180 K i smmﬁ:‘m - Gag. I.!n Theese Ix«ahs of play. Save
F. MANAGER 1l - DZ - 9.8 e . E match play, Save game + mu game. them race 3
ME OWER 7 - D3 T.26 ELPER 5SROI 2 &40 il.ONII AUTO : 10.89
: % TAlioconoes TR O e
- - : L i o
L L e COMe PROSOONEXTRA 1438 DISK FOR SPECTRUM +3 — ALL FOUR GAMES ON ONE DISK
THUNDE ABLADE — D3 7,50 o ’
T e 5 % o 35 EXCELLENT VALUE £19-95 £16.95 Rl
TRACKSUITMANAGER 780 EHEETRL VO T3 TAPE FOR ANY SPECTRUM — COMBINATION OFFER —
EHEETAM STARFIGHTER 1388 TWO TAPES £12-8% £10.95 ANY THREE TAPES E;M £14.95
s et D1 = [0.90, DT = C10.90. D3 = C13.99, D4 = £14.99 ANY FOUR TAPES £48-95 £16.95

PFarsonsl Cafiers
Cailors can pich up softwase 81 our
anchas at 231 Tonenham Court
ncdon WIR BAF  ins
Areal Stasicn) or a1 555
BB OO inr Turnpike
Lane Szation), Onm production of
this sctvart we will give you
P off softwo
Ehis advert ewospt
W Abova ane masil
anky

All ORDERS SENT FIRST CLASS POST
Send cheque/P.O. to

TANGLEWOOD SOFTWARE

157 WARWICK ROAD, RAYLEIGH
ESSEX S56 B5G

Proprietor: J. MOSS

Wil Order Customens

Cradit Card Moldars
Wik cand holders il

ordwrs  des patc bed
Rt Ay Subiect 1o evaiinbling

Dear Kamtkaze,

| can’t bear it! My newsagent

keeps selling out of Sinclair User

before | get my hands on it

What can I do? (Desperate,

1 = Lincs)

: Dear Desperate,

How unbearable! All you have to do is fill in the form

below and give it to your newsagent. He will do the rest.
N N NN NN N R G NN NN N NN NN NN RN SN NN NN R NN N WO R

: Please reserve me a copy of every month




. ATTACK THE GALAXY!

Destroy the stars with Virgin-Mastertronic!

'y i at photon death One of our lucky winners will 2 SHADOW PARASITES — attack.
alien slimel” win this spanking gleaming One for each wing of the Comes with driver.
AKAAKAKKAZIP- shining array of inter-galactic Shadowbat. Extending guns.
ZIPOOW! These, my galactic hardware: Each with its own pilot! 2 ASTRO MARINES -
beauties are Starcom toys and SHADOWBAT — Fully working bits! — Like Each with his own laser.
they’'re fantastic. And thanks to The mysterious the Shadowbat only Special Magna lock
a super competition with the triangular battle cruiser smaller. boots enable you to
loyal servants of the Dark with full retractible guns. Special 1.D. stickers for secure them in their
Empire Virgin-Mastertronic, Attack and flight modes! each fighter. vehicles without
you can start your tyrannical Carries 3 other SHADOW INVADER — wobbling about.
invasions with a proper Shadowcraft! Enemy Rapid Strike And a further ten entrants
flourish. 2 Magna Power soldiers vehicle. will each receive copies of the
Xenon (last month's cover - a gunner and a pilot are Hides cunningly in the game Xenon,
game) was so astoundingly included! bottom of Shadowbat
amazing we felt that we had to Fully working cockpit/ (urk).
celebrate some more. cannons/cargo ramp etc. Two modes — recon and

On the coupon at the bottom of the page, write the answers to the following questions:

LAl L1 L] ] ........"...'..‘“‘....“......“.'l....".-I'..."........'I..i..‘.'......“‘.'...i.‘.'

1) The first satellite was named:

a) Vostok b) Sputnik ¢) Oswald

The innermost planet of our solar system is:

a] Derek b) Europa c) Mercury

The first man on the Moon was:

a) “Buzz” Aldrin b) “Chip” Stockhausen ¢} “Neil" Armstrong

And send it off to: “Storm the Rebel Base! Take No Prisoners!” Competition, Sinclair User, 14 Holkham Road, Peterborough PE2
OUF. Closing date 31st March

2
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anest to Cod, this plaice

is getting on top of me.

I've absolutely haddock
with this adventuring — | think
I'll skate off and show you all a
clean pair of eels. After all, the
warld's my oyster and | could
have a whale of a time.

Right! That's itl No more fish
puns AT ALL. Noteven a tiddier.
Oops! we'll try to get this
review out of the way without
descending to Magnetic Scrolls’
jevel of humour, which is
painful at best, as you'll know if
you've guﬁawed through
previous epics such as The
pPawn, Guild of Thieves or
Corruption

This iatest adventure, like the
previous efforts, is text only on
the Spectrum — a pity, because,
though the Scrollies try
valiantly to deny it, graphics
{particularly of the quality seen

in the 16-bit versions of their
games) do add a great deal 10
the atmosphere. The parser,
though, is the main attraction of

MS games; it's sO intelligent

that you'll get a sensible reply

to almost anything you type In,
not the usual "l can’t do that™.
Your main aim in life is to

time-warp gizmo doofy and
split it into three sections, you
have to get it back. All dull
enough so far, The gimmick is
that there are three completely
separate scenarios to complete,
in each of which you occupy a
different body.

Swimming through the first
time-space warp thingy
transports you into a recording
studio, where your first
challenge is to make some
coffee before you get the sack.
The kitchen's locked, of course,
so things aren't
straightforward. | can't help
feeling that some of this section
might be based on the
experiences of Fish author John
Molloy, who's best-known as
half of the computer-rock band

{arf), who pop up In various

guises in their bid to take over

the universe, or something
st. They've stolan

defeat a bunch of renegade fish
known as the Seven Deadly Fins

Mainframe (RIP).
Assuming that you don't
make the mistake of entering
the studio in the middle of a

recording session (instant

dissolution), you proceed to the

the screen is shown the current
location, score and number of
moves made; the rest of the
screen is full of text. Your text
input can be edited in various
clever ways (delete letter, word,
or line, return to previous line
and so on) and you can even
change the text colours.

The gimmicks included with
the package aren't quite up to
the usual standards; a
Hydropolis Underground
Omnibus Travelcard, a Fish
Recognition poster, and a
manual/novella/hints book. As
usual the hints are In coded
form: type in the codes to get

help on specific points,

It you like the cringemaking
MS sense of humour, you'll
probably enjoy Fish; but it
seems to me that the plot
doesn’t hang together as well
as previous offerings. Worth
£167 You'd be shark raving
made. (Fyak!|l

next adventure, which is set in
the steaming Amazonian
jungles, and the third which
sees you in the back of a van in
the middle of a disasterous rock
aroup tour.

Like previous MS adventures,
the sereen layout of Fish is dead
straightforward; at the top of

FAX BOX

H Label Rainbird Author:
;I::f'd"iﬂPﬁce; £15.99 Memory:

anly Joystick: none

Magnetic
128K disk




o you ever get the feeling

that there's nothing that

isn't getting licensed as a
computer game? If Domark can
make a game out of a satirical
comedy puppet serjes, what
can we expect next? John
Ketley's Weather Gamea?
Emmerdale Farm Arcade
Adventura?

At least Spitting Image

manages to be fairly funny and
fairly gamey at the same time,
rather than sacrificing one to
emphasise the other. In effect
this is a martial arts-style
combat game, in which the
combatants are world leaders;
Margaret Thatcher, Ronnie
Reagan, the Pope, President
Gorbachev, the Ayatollah and

world at the end.

The cartoon-style characters
are nicely drawn and animated.
Particularly clever are the little
details which you hardly notice
during the battles; the way Mrs
Thatcher's wig slips loose,
Ronnie’'s neck telescopes out
and so on

Once you've
chosen vour characters,

the scene switches
to the defending premier's

I 4

. e
.{-..-*‘ ﬂ'plc. BOE'S LJORLD SERIES RUC
e 'y

-
-

lovealy old Pik Botha. In order to
avert a world war, you must
choose one as your hero, and
control him or her as he (or she)
takes on all the others. There's
also a two-player option in
which the format is the same
but you don’t get to save the

SOUTH AFRICA ¥ ENCLAND I

home country; outside Number
10, on a South African rugby
field and so on. The portraits of
each character appear on each
side of the screen, and there's
the familiar energy bar to left
and right. Now it's your job to
punch, kick, butt, knee and jab

your opponent into oblivion,
just like in the U.N_, in a best of
five series.

Fighting mowves are controlled
by joystick or keyboard, and
include hits to head, body and
feet, and a special move which
changes for each character —
Botha, for instance, hits out
with what looks like a yo-yo
(1?1). You'll find, though, that
you're constantly under attack
from your opponent’s little
sidekick, who appears from the
right hand side of the screen
and bombards you with
missiles. Apart from jumping
out of the way, you can also hit
back by pressing the space bar
to summon your own sidekick
into the fray, as many times as
you like.

The sound effects are fine,
and the music, a version of Phil

Pope's theme tune of the series,
is an excellent David Whittaker
bash which, in the 128K version,
will have you tapping your feet
as you bash heads.

OK, the world doesn't actually
need another martial arts game
- not even a FUNNY martial arts
game, because what with Ninja

Hamster and Usagi
Yojimbo, there are
already a few
of those about.
5till, Spitting
Image is
excellently
programmed by
Walking Circles,
provides a few laughs
along with the mayhem, and
manages to offend everyone,
S0 it can't be badll

SRLRSpiplprpipdada X n dn To o T
TAPArArAptr et AnAnApty g g A S e
g oWy g g g o By g g g o B g g g B g g g B g B g g
P g g g g e g g e
CL TP N Pt |

FAX BOX

SPITTING IMAGE Lobel: Domark Author:
Walking Circles Price: E£9.95/E£714.95
Memory: 48K/ 128K Joystick: Various

SOUND |

[(Z]701%772
d 168 65

PLAYABILITY I.AS]T_ ABILITY
T T | I

NI IIHIiiIHI!I

20 30 40 50 &0 7O

i
REVIEW
[ GRAPHICS |

Comedy martial aris
game with the accent
on safire

Reviewer
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SATEL ELECTRONICS

DUAL PORT JOYSTICK

INTERFACE
Can also be used with two -
joysticks with games that
allow simultaneous two

2 joystick ports -
Kempston type - one
Cursor type.

[[] Accepts any 9 pin
Player contras, joystick including rapid
ONLY 8-99 fire types.

ROBOTARM

FULL FUNCTION WITH 5 AXIS MOVEMENT

[_l Explore the facinating science of _ Interface offer).
Robotics with this fantestic full _| Comes with accessories including:
__ foature Robot Arm. ; Standard Grip Jaws to mimic
i_l Human like dexterity - with 5 axis finger type grip; Magnetic Finger
of movement it is so versatile it Adaptor with release mechanism:
can manipulate and pick up any Shovel Attachment for materials
object as small as a paper cup or as handling: 4 Stabilising Legs for
L big as a tennis ball. heavier lfting jobs.
[_] Easily controlled using 2 joysticks [ Uses 4 HPZ batteries (not supplied]
{any 8 pin type) or connected to to power motor movement.

your Spectrum with our special
imetace/sotmre gve  onry £49.99
INTERFACE OFFER

':' Unigque Interface/Softwware ] This Interface is not
package to allow you to needed to be able to use Robotarm

{nterface and control the but it makes possible Interfacing
___ Robotarm with your Spectrum. the Robotarm/Computer.
| ] Train mode allows you to store J P p—

and then repeat arm movement . Y aasy :

___ sequences. r
;J Computer and Robotic control is a -_-l
major subject in schools and

o ony £19.99

Instructions included

SNAPSHOT I GAMES ACE

[_] Now you can backup your [_] Accepts any 9 pin joystick

games to microdrive or plus - delivers sound from
__ tape. games through TV speaker
| ?pe]:l-il compacting {fully controllable).
echniques.
—) ‘add pokes or peck onLy £10.99
A programme then restart. Ccomplete with Quickshot 1T

[_] Built in joystick interface ONLY £17.99

(KEempston "?atcm]' or complete with Quickshot Turbo

£24.99 pOST FREE  ONLY £21.99

EXTENSION DIGITAL
CABLE SOUND
[_] Distance peripherals from SAMPLER

your computer. s
[_] Top quality connections. ] Permits recording any

onLy £8.99 sound digitally into

NEW QUICKSHOT TURBO

[_] Complete with Interface - [_] Microswitch action for
plugs straight into even longer life.
Spectrum (all models).

3 [] Extra rugged
] All the features of the - construction.

best selling Quickshot 11 ?
|_] Superb styling.

o::"ﬁ 17.99 compLETE

_] Replay at variable pitch

Two WAY or with amazing effects.

[} Forwards/backwards/with
Ex-rENSlo" -1 reverb/echo/flanging etc..
(] Allows peripherals to be _ ete.
connected together |_] Fully menu driven.
{memory conflicts [_] Complete hardware/
allowing). software package.
ony £10.99 ony £34.99
SINC 1




TEL ELE

ROBOTEK

_] Robotics & model control

~ made easy on Spectrum.

- 4 independantly controlled
outputs for relays,

_ models, lights etc.

_] 8 independant inputs for
sensing etc.

:l This is the product that
the Lego Publication
"Make and program
your own robots” was

_ based on.

] Comes complete with

cables.

onry £29.99

INTERPRINTER
[_] Connect fullsize

Centronics printers to
your Spectrum.

(] Complete with printer
cable.

'_] HiRes screen dump
(Epson).

[_] Microdrive compatible

(_] Compatible with
Tasword 2.

___i Easy to use.

ONLY E 24-99

LIGHTWRITER

] Just plug in and draw
circles, rectangles,
squares & freehand
drawing.

_| Choose inks, papers,
erase, fill etc.

ONLY £1 4 99 COMPLETE

LJ Save results into memory
or tape.

D Menu driven.

[_] Animate screens from

~ memory.

[_] Complete package
includes lightpen &
interface plus software.

[_] The world's top selling

CTROMNI

-] Auto fire/rapid fire,

] Plugs straight into
__ Spectrum/Plus/+2/+3 etc.
] Stabilizing suction

QUICKSHOT I

joystick.
[_] Complete with interface.

prac cups.
] Maximum compatibility -l Complete - no more to
(Kempston system). W l_:[r-uy.& 4 i
op & trigger fire
ONLY £1 3-99 buttons.

16K RAMPACKS DATA

FOR ZX 81 RECORDER

_] Brand new guaranteed '] Fully compatible Data
Sinclair product. ~ Recorder.

_] Simply plug in for 16K. " rT:‘tﬁ:th for reliable

] Limited availablility. Free tapehead Cleaner.
onry £5.99 ony £24.99

ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS

HOW TO ORDER

BY PHONE BY POST
m 'E' I 0782 ?4419:
0782 744707 Send cheques/POs made | UK ORDERS POST FREE
24hr Credit payable to "Datel Electron- EUROPE ADD £1
Card Line ica” OVERSEAS ADD £3

'8 M

+3 CASSETTE
ADAPTOR LEAD

] Now you can connect
your +3 to a cassetie
recorder.

] 2ft long.
onLy £3.49

REPLACEMENT
CASSETTE LEADS
] For 48/128/+2.

\ ONLY £3.49

".:._...

_\

.-,,-,J‘;
"’-L-l

+2 JOYSTICK

ADAPTOR LEAD

[_] Allows standard 9 pin
joysticks (Quickshot II/
Turbo ete.) to be used
on +2/+3 computers.

[_] Supports rapid fire
models.

onLy £2.99

REPLACEMENT T.V.
LEAD ALL MODELS

onLY £3.49

v,

PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALLERS WELCOME - Plcase reserve goods by telephone prior to visit.

vaArel
ELECTRONICS

DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND.

SALES ONLY TECHNICAL ONLY
0782 744707 0782 744324

SINC 1



§

“THE BEST SPECTRUM ARTIST

RGW.

PROGRAM BAR NONE”
SINCLAIR USER
CLASSIC, :
NOVEMBER 1986
& FULL PACKAGE
INCLUDING ARTISTII
AND MOUSE SYSTEM

ONLY £49 -99

o
./”'-f/

J'J/

/ The Artist II is an all new graphics package
> following in the footsteps of its extremely successful predecessor,
the Artist. A host of powerful new features includes:-

= ® SUPERB QUALITY MULTI-FEATURE ® PULL DOWN MENUS
® WINDOWS ICON DRIVEN ® FONT AND SPRITE DESIGNER ® ZOOM MODE

i

-

-

_’_r"
-~ TOP QUALITY MOUSE

® FLEXIBLE CUT AND PASTE @ ABLE TO SUPPORT MANY PRINTERS.

Tocomp
Kempston compatible joystick

lete the package, the Artist Il also comes with a top quality mouse system and
and mouse interface. Take advantage of this special offer,

then just plug in and go!!

ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS

HOW TO ORDER ...

BY PHONE BY FOST UK ORDERS POST FREE
m L E r = EUROPE
& m ADD E1.00 |'D ADD £3
BYEZ 144707 Send chegues PO made
Bd hr Credit Card Lins payable to'Daisl Blectronlon’ FAX OTEZ 744282

DACEL
eLECTRONIO

DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND

48/+2/+3WHEN ORDERING

SALES ONLY TECHNICAL ONLY
0782 744702 0782 744324 ‘
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hat possible good can
Probe do themselves
by releasing a game of

such shockingly low quality?

International Speedway
captures the thrills and spills of
a speed-meet as effectively as a
Chinese take-away embodies
eastern communist philosophy
1.S. is full of the really rather
unacceptable things that people
used to get away with (just) four
years ago by putting them
down to the “limitations of the
machine’’, Pooh. This is
downright shoddy

The track is presented as a 3D
perspective affair stretching off
into the distance. Now,
speedway aficionados will

FINISHING

nationality you want to be, you
are allocated a race position
{the inside lane to begin,
moving further out the better
yvou do in the heats) and
presented with the stop-go
indicaters so loved by the
speedway fraternity. With a wail

begin with, They scream away
and you can’t catch them ‘til the
first bend

Even the barging that goes on
in the real thing isn't very well
implemented. No matter how
you attempt to knock off
another player (kyak) or how

probably know what the special
speedway track is shaped like.
It's a squashed circle. And it
never changes. The result is
that while other 3D race games
could maybe excuse
themselves some graphic
ineptitude by having a very
interesting course to negotiate
LS. can't afford itself such
X uries

The graphics are very, very
bad. How can | explain. They're
really bad. Still, many a great
game has lurked behind very
poor graphics, although | can't
quite call any to mind right now,
50 on with the race

Having selected what you
want to be called and what

of engines revving (well, a
whistle) the three lights go
green (ready) green (steady)
and green (GOOOQOI!) and
yerroff. Well, all the others
seem to be off while you're left
standing at the start, Here's a
point that annoys me about
these games, it seems
impossible to keep up with the
computer controlled bikes to

unfairly they surprise vou from
behind (kyup) vou alw

5 52em

0 come a cropper. Damned
unfair

So, what do we think of
International Speedway? It's a
lot of old tosh and you'd have to
be mad to spend even 20p on
inm
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IF you reckon we're
talking rubbish
don’t just stand
there . . .

Tell us what you
think.

Stick your
comments on paper,
£i11 in and cut out
the coupon below
and send itin . ..

ROBOCOP

obocop is too easy! In less than
hour I could get to the last
level with all my lives plus a bonus
life. As soon as you know when
the bad guys are going (o come it's
a walk in the park and the
playability has gone. But there's no
way anyone can beat Dick Jones at
the end of the last level The
playability and lastability you gave
the game was both 100 high, they
should be under 50%.
1 just don't play it any moTe . .
no point!
David Leigh
Planet Earth
Putting his fiver towards: Rambo
3

@ Foolish child! Other readers
have writien telling us that
they've defeated Jones and
finished the game, so there's no
point saying it can’t be done! Get
back to your joystick and don’t
come whingeing to us untfl
you've finished it

VINDICATOR

Hay you, Tony Dillon, what's
Yyour game then? Reviewing
games with a very big hangover,
or just being a wally. | was reading
September and [ saw your
review of the Vindicator Do you
think 62 is enough? wWell, I don't. It
deserves at least a 90. When you

¥

went on holiday, did you leave
what little brains you have in a bar
or something. 1 don' think you
would know a good game if it hit
you on the head. Tony Dillon is
nutty as nutty asa fruitcake, in fact.
He can't even review a game right.
So why don't you take some
advice from me and SACK HIM!
Dominic Allott

Hull

Putting his fiver towards: R-Type

@ Dillon says: | don't review
games with hangovers because |
don't get hangovers. I'm blind
drank 2/l the time. By the way
kids, drinking is for Mr Wino,
remember.

MAD MIX - THE
PEPSI CHALLENGE

Sha.ll 1 get straight 10 the point?
Yes? O.K... WHAT THE SMEG
ARE YOU PLAYING AT? You gave
Mad Mix, The Pepsi Challenge,
a meagre T4! It deserved at least
95 as an overall score! GT, you
shoot Dillon for this mistake and
then give him the sack! (Only
joldin’, don't Worty Dillon')
Anybody else who's readin’ this
sut there, stop readin’ an' buy
Mad Mix now! Aside from that
cock-up of Dillon's the mag and
the mega-tapes are incredibly
brilll

PS You must print this letter so
Dillon's wrongs can be put right
PPS Please print it, whimper,
eringe, crawl, beg, please please,
PLEASE!

Noel Byme

Coventry

Putting his fiver towards:
Afterburner

@ Dillon says: Why does
everyone want fo shoot me this
month. As for my wrongs, you
right them, and I'll rearrange
your face.

FOOTBALL
MANAGER 2

Greaunqsl I've been getting
your mega cool mag for three
months and it is great except for
the review of Football Manager
2. 94%7 4% more than Operation
Wolf. It deserves about 19%.
Graphics are even worse than
Space Invaders.

1 would give FM2 7% for
graphics, 2% for sound, 12% for
playability and 8% for lastability.
Also Bear a Grudge is awful.
Please, (grovel) don't put itona
megatape again, (grovel) or T'll get
my grandad's dog 1o smash you in.
By the way the dog is a Yorkshire
terrier called ROCKY. Can 1 say
hello to Kevin Dunn who told me

about this mag (no you can't - GT). §
[

Jonathon Hind

Putting his fiver towards:
Afterburmer

@ There's more fo life than
mindless violence, you know.
Kevin Dunn gets a no-prize for
spreading the gospel.

FOOTBALL
MANAGER 2

fler reading your review of
ootball Manager 2, | went
out, bought it and 1 haven put It
down since. [ would like to give
Tony Dillon an OBE (Gee thanks -
Tone). It is a mega cool game. I
would agree there isn much
sound but everything else in it is
brill. The match action is action
packed and full of goals
Kevin Toms deserves a pat on the
back for this.
Nice onel
Paul Jackson
Merseyside
Putting his fiver towards:
Technocop

@ Tony says: just eall me Sir
Terwonee.

%

L
L
L
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L
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| SAMURAI
{ wARRI

Garfield for six, the way you have
to give money to the peasants
{u.nlmvm‘msldmorsﬁnw)and
ﬂghnﬂymagmmﬂ
brilliant. Some of his features ie

4 m.:mﬂdhxwhannhahw,
1 know, but the rest of the game is
amazing. If you like martial arts
and cartoons (o if you don't like
martial arts and cartoons) buy this
game, it's a cracker.

Duncan Smith

Littleworth

Staffordshire
Putting his fiver towards: Where
Time Stood Still

$ @ Some of his featares could
2 have boen bigger? Is that all

you've got fo say? And whe is
} this Sam Nill, & social worker?

[

HERCULES

'aw let me get straight to the

point. Hercules is utter
rubbish. The graphics are good
but the game play is crap. | had a
few games, then noticed how crap
and utterly boring it was. The
movements are about 10 times
slower than the person you are
fighting.

Gremlin graphics could do
much better than this. People who
buy Hercules must be insane (that
includes me). I'd give it 19% lor

phics, 10% for sound, 8% for
playability and 2% for lastability.

I advise anyone not to buy this
a8 if's not worth £7.98, it should
cost at least £1.89.

PS Your mag is still mega brill,
especially the Megatapes (this is
true —~ GT)

Mark Falconer

Fife

Putting his fiver towards: E-Type

@ Bui if your movements were
FASTER than the person you're
fighting, you'd always win,
woaldn't you? Hadn't thought of
that, jelly-head?

ALIEN SYNDROME

ow could that Jenkins bloke
such a naff game 89%? 1
am of course, writing about Alien
, one of the worst
games ['ve played since 1 bought
my Spectrum six months ago. The
graphics are enly mediocre, and
the scrolling is the worst 1 have
sver seen. The extra weapons are
mmﬂvwehmandlhsend of level
guardians lock more like blue and
yellow blobs than “obscene
masses of quivering protoplasm”.
The twa player option, while quite
good fun adds little to the
atmosphere. In a nutshell, Alien
Syndrome is no more than &
Gauntlet rip-off with a few frills.
Think twice before you buy this
game.
Andrew Robinson

@ Is it really necessary for me
to point out that Andrew comes
from Whalley? OK, Syndrome /s
based on the same ides as
Gauntlet, but as | pointed out, It
foels different
because it's not just constant
shooting.

DOUBLE DRAGON

totally disagree with Chris

ja:n.k:i.:!s':wilwodnn'lhh
Dragon. 81%. It's worth at least
mmrmm.mbﬁrhnmm
are not so hot but the gameplay is
It's got lots more action
mww.mm
two player option is super. The Big

S

e




has a weird sense of colour. But it
doesn't really upset the game. All
in all, Batman is swell.

FS, Who the hell reviewed Star
Farce - there was no signature!
PPS, Chris, you spell brain
BRAIN. not BRANE.

Mr Anonymous

Somewhere silly

Putting his fiver towards: Savage

last level is a big tough cool dude
(it's a pity you couldn't give us a
demo of Double Dragon to show
the readers how excellent it ig).
COnly one small snag. The huge
giant haystack lookalikes are
twice the size of yourself in the

@ Sorry we lost your name, Anny
(20 if you want your money, write
in). Star Farce was reviewed by
El Dildoid but he wasn't sticky
enough and his name slipped off
the page. Brain is spelled
B.R.A.N.E. when your brane is
as unusual as mine. Perhaps

doesn’t matter how much aetion

there is, if it's roften action. from now on we'll consider

And yoa're right to kveteh sbout { 9iving games a rating for colour
the giant midgets {or midget co-ordination.

glants). S yah boo.

VIRUS

The zillions of different types of

monsters are all excellent! The
reflective and helix lasers are
crucially unstoppable! The end of
level monsters are just incredible!
Ben Southgate

Boxford

Putting his fiver towards: Savage

@ Yos, it is rather good, and
how wise of you to agree with

me. Award yourself a pal on the
head.

OPERATION WOLF

ho says Jim Douglas doesn't

get his reviews right? He
does — he was right about
Operation Wolf. Its mega cool
graphics and playability have got
me hooked. | especially like the
way you can shoot the nurses.

Operation Wolf is mega cool

and I'd advise anyone who wants

credited Savage with 96% when it
should have been B0% or less
Gee Batman ol' Jim sure amended
his ways by giving you 90%

What are we gonna do now
Batman?

Batman: Err shut the hell up
Robin you daft pillock ... About
the game. It's hardly original is it?
And 1 don't think the overlapping
is a good idea. In fact, it's bloody
irritating to find where you are and
by the time you do you've been
shot in the guts or pecked in the
pecker

That aside, [ found the graphics
pleasing and clearly defined and
the gameplay is top notch. [ was a
little disappointed that there
wasn't a 128K version included,
but this was made up for the
addictiveness of the game, Well

BATMAN

t last! Jim Douglas has
roduced an acceptable
game review of a great game,
After years of many unoriginal
titles, one game rises from where
no man has ever gone before. Yes,
Batman is here with a new
meaning to the words “computer
game”, The graphics are brill, and
the way Batman moves from
screen 1o screen is an absolutely
marvellous idea.
But there is a teeny-weeny little
problem, the author of this game

K Jim, who do you think you

are? Who in their right mind
would give Virus 96%7 The
ground looks really jerky and as
far as 3D effects are concerned
you'd be better off with Vectorball
(which only costs £2.99),

It took me about 10 hours to gain
control of my hoverplane and even
when I had I didn't feel very
excited about it, as every half-hour
a dot appears, you throw some
little blocks at it and it disappears
— thrilling!

Could someone also tell the
programmers that triangles on
sticks do not constitute trees. So
come on Jim, you can review
games better than this, surely?
Virus deserves 65% at the most.
Damian Higgins
Cleveland
Putting his fiver towards: R-Type

@ Okay, fair cop. Virus maybe
isn't the smoothest 20 game in
the world, but it's still a great
conversion, so nuis fo you . . .

R-TYPE

o! Jim Douglas. Just thought I'd
drop you a line about your
review of R-Type.

For once you got it almost right!
Yes I'm talking about R-Type that
mega, blast everything to little
pieces affair. 30% - how could [ go
wrong? [ bought the game quicker
than you can say ‘down with Your
Sinclair and viva [Ei}’

The colour, the gameplay, this is
the best coin-op conversion [ have
ever seen! As you burn around the
many levels with a formidable
arsenal of weapons you wonder if
this really is a Spectrum game?
And why did [Ei] only give it a 907

one to get it. done Jimil!

Spencer Lee Keith Ellis

Clapham Park Chelmsford

London Essex

Putting his fiver towards: Last Putting his fiver towards: Total
Ninja 2 Eclipse

@ /'d advise anyone who wants
one to get it too. Either that or

paint your head green. @ Er, | didn't actually write the

game you koow, | just review

BATMAN ‘em. Although if | did write a
Rnbm. Holy battarangs Batman  §4me, what a spleadiferously
... this Jim Douglas ... He who  superbous game it would be.

very so ofien — well very often actually - you write to tell us that we

know nothing about anything and insist that some program we

trashed is actually the best game ever. Conversely you blast us for
saying something is great that you absolutely loath and detest.

Enough is enough. We can't take any more, if you think you're as clever
you write the damn magazrine. We mean it!

Every month we'll devote a page to a selection of your opinions on the
latest software. Don't get mad - write the review you think the game
should have received and we (subject only to space) will print it.

Now, aside from seeing your work in print we will send you a crisp £5 -
or chegue — to put towards the software title of your choice - tell us what
you plan to spend the money on if your review is printed.

You've probably noticed that we don't print pictures any more, so you
can stop sending them. Jim only sticks them on his typewriter and burns a
hole in them anyway.

S0 get cracking - write your reviews and send them together with the
completed coupon below.

YOUR REVIEWS

Maximum 150 words. No swearing, libel or illegibility and come out of the cormer
fighting. Don't beat around the bush - tell us straight what you think. Send your
review (or any recent game) and fill in the coupon. "Send the lot to The Write
Stuff, Sinclair User, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU.

I'm going to put my fAver toOWards ...........c.ooooiiiii s sssnsrsssssmssssssssmssmnes

*Reviews supplied without full name and address will nol be considered for
publication.



his is the DANGER ZONE

and YOU are the ZONE

TROOPER . .. Well you
can put me up a chimney if this
doesn’t ring a bell. Yessir, it's
the sole-survivor scenario. Your
spaceship has crash-landed on
an alien planet. The entire crew
is deep in computer-enhanced
dreamiand like so many frozen
peas and you're the only one
awake.

Since an eternity of sleep is a
little unappealing, you decide
that you must collect enough
plasma pods in order to save
your pals. Quite what the
plasma pods do is a little
unclear,

| 4

4

as is the benefit of
waking up thousands of your —
probably hungover — mates to
let them know the ship's up the
Swanee and although they're
awake, they're going to starve
to death. Still, if it's plasma
pods you're after, this would
appear 1o be the place.

If there's one thing that
annoys me more than any other
in explory-mappy games it's
unrealistic jetpac-gravity
combinations. ZT for example,
has an awful lot of obstacles to
negotiate, and continually
being drawn to the bottom of
the screen is nothing short of
bloody annaying when you're
also trying to avoid homing
aliens.

The aliens, too, are of an
especially infuriating nature.
They take a number of shots
before showing any signs of
injury and anticipate your flight
path, draining energy like little

ONE

chrome ticks. I'd rather have a
fair fight — you shoot them, they
die — they shoot you, you die.
Howewver, on with the

bananas. The graphics are
colourful and riddled with
attribute worries, although far
from detailed.

In fact the
graphic style (oh good Lord. -
GT) is a little tricky to pin down.
Meither monochromesque
detail or colourful Atwellian, it's
neo-cubist representationalist, |
feel. (You've been reading
Arena again Jim. = GT).

As a result, you certainly
don’t get much of a buzz from
looking at the thing, s0
gameplay rushes in to save the
day. Alas no. While there are a
reasonable number of obejcts
to pick up, you can evidently
only carry one at a time, and
since your supply of

ammunition is treated as an
object, you can't kill anything
when in transit to anywhere
elge. | felt that deciding where
objects should be used was a
mite unclean and |

wasted a stack
of time drifting
from one

only to
discover that |
had the wrong

Author: In=
48K/128K

place to another

item with me. Still, that's the
"fun” of this sort of game.
Some information can be
gleaned from INFONET, the
computer system,

but it failed
miserably to offer any remedy
for the intense apathy | felt
during the whole affair,

Even being a budget game
these days doesn't really
excuse such ropey and
unappealing game structure.l

FAX BOX

ZONE TROOPER Label: Gamebusters

house Frice: £1.99 Memory:
Joystick: Various
Competent though
dull and unoriginal
make-a-map romp.
Poor. &

Reviewer

——




ar Harl Ha ha harrr! Wall

shiver me anchor and
splice the sails, me

if it ain't old Dizzy's
Treasure Island. A

nearties,
aar! An’ wot
ad think

ee told me

that ee though
But | think ‘is brain’s bee
addied by the "ot sun, so
1 a little looksee meself
zzy boy is an egg y'see
stomach churnin’
ridden rotten eggs you
may of heard about recent, like
G Oh no. E's a real
ie. Anyways while ‘e was

I've

B

Ipin” out in

a terrible
artently
rd. Now,
swam like

and ‘& ina

w, being a res
W aa sels about ascapin

sland after |

88 car

ontrol Dizzy with yer
of left an’
arsault eithear
@ you've “ad a bit of an
‘Il find that you'll

‘ve got the hang
juite

they re

Dizzy is rife with colour
too. Now, | can put up with
some washy colour like any
man, but only if the graphics are

clash

fab enough 1o excuse ‘em. Poo
ol’ Dizzy changes colour every
time he walks in front
or any othar bit o' lands

| found them problem
came acros

infi

5 Were more

than intarestin

5 waavil
her Dizzy

ascapead

starved

3at to look at, it's
) play an’ the lead

1sn't the most

character

able shipmate in the sevan

smooth an’ ole Dizzy tends te
roll around a bit — you'll get
more an” more inventive an
learnin’ to avoid the traps

start

Aarl Ye'll either be the sort of
bloke that loves these games
what need an object to get an

uthor: The
Y label: Codemasters A
g‘fl:"zﬂr‘ T:'fns Price: £2.99 Memory: 48K/

128K Joystick: Various

Unsatisfying though
inevitably  popular

object to use the other object to
get the other object, they're
Cause and Effect games
i'll be the sort wot hates

ally, | hate "em

ither involved an

» make the puzzies
interastin anough to
excuse the pretty poor graphics
There b ‘rur

or axcitir

aint even a ‘im

through” option often as not




The CKX100 has four octaves of
minicture keys and is baottery
mains powered. It has ten dighalh

wsized sounds Including
c plang, guitar, fivte oand
ond o dum machine with
28 pattems

will find
uding

useful

single-finger

nient,

and the n nary Playright fe-

ature. This automatically adjusts

tha notes you play to hammonise

with the background chords, 50
you just can't Wrong.

Thera's a bullt-in digital melody

: which allows you to B

other way
| can't play it under
ur Spactum. Sily real-

y whole range of
the CRX1D0 Is




A o
/\a ((
{ "l-l’r I' -’

)

IO GO

WE”. the age of the blipvert is
nearly upon us, thanks to
those purveyors of goods electri-
cal, Amstrad. H you haven'
already heard bout SatTV, you can
bet your bottom that you won't be
hearing the last of it for ages.

By the time this issue appears,
you should be able to pop into
Dixons and kit yourself up with all
the necessary gubbins. And then
assuming the satellite doesn’t skip
across the stratosphere and burn
up while in orbit - you'll be able 1o
pick up SIXTEEN saucy satellite
channels beamed from all over the
globe.

What you get
I's difficult to predict exactly

what all of the sixteen channels
will carry at the moment. Some
will  inevitably tum into
subscription-only channels which
you'll have to pay for. Al the
moment though, we’'re promised
channels specifically for:
MOVIES = Non stop diet of recent
movies day and night.

NEWS — Constani updates of news
from around the world.

MUSIC - Euro-disco apocalypse!
Non-stop Berlinesque pap and
Gary Davies frontmen (veejays, if
you will).

SPORTS - Waaaaaaay! One for
the lethargic lager louts. This will
probably turn out to be the most
entertaining channel, since there's
no way there will be enough fool-
ball and darts to keep the station
busy for 24 hours, so we’'ll be
treated to women's synchronised
shotputting and Australian nude
ice hockey.

S IFIDEUTY

What you need
The dish (shown here) attaches 1o
the wall of your house and beams
signals recieved from space into
your fronl room and through the
mystic black decoder box which in
turn is linked to your TV. The
whole caboodle shouldn’t cost
more than £200, though subscrip-
tions to “specialist” channels will
cost a certain amount per month.
We need never waich Years
Ahead again. (What's wrong with
Years Ahead? - GT).



GET INTO

CRIME!

In the late 1990's the streels of New York are a junale.
You are the ice cool leader of a gang of drug crazed

terrorisis. Your main goal Is

to hecome the richesi.

toughest and most notorious gang In the clty.

| e
SEND YOUR NAME AND A
IT'S A CRIME THE WOFRL

KJC GAMES, PO BOX 11,

e -

CLEVELEYS, LANCS FYS 20L

DDRESS TODAY FOR YOUR FREE TRIAL OF
05 MOST POPULAR PLAY-BY-MAIL GAME

FHEE H Write, quoting G.M., to:
BLACKPOOL,

so=1h

= fr—
—

e Instant Cat

alog

Conputer

W Coaputer Bit2 Yol §
10 Great Gawes Yol 3.
90 - Mattle of Hidway
U Seceer Slmlalors

§ Pak Yol 3

Mter
ilien Gradroee

krtars

Burharhan 1
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ANCIENT

T. Smith and CCS are
two names which drive
m most knowledgeable

strategy fanatics wild. For your
information, Robert 'Call me
Bob' Smith has a habit of
coming up with some pretty
good wargames. His last one,
Vulecan, was voted Strategy
Game of the Year, 1987. It's
when he starts doing arcade
games, such as Cyberknights,
that things start to crumble.

CCS has, in a very select
circle, a very high reputation.
Right from the start they have
brought out original and
entertaining strategy and
simulation titles; one of thair
first, The Prince, winning a
major industry award back in
1984. Ancient Battles is fab, and
what's more, you don’t have to
be a strategy or historical buff
to enjoy it.

Ancient Battles is your
chance to re-enact five very
different but real battles,
ranging from battle of the River
Hydaspes in 326BC to up to
minute wars such as Battle of
Chalons in 451AD.

As wargames go, there's
really nothing new about the
way AB works, There are two
opposing forces, each
represented as a series of icons
scattered about a ‘board’, each
icon representing a unit or
batallion. Each of the two
‘leaders’ takes it in turn to issue
orders to its units. These orders
can be any of two main things.
Move or fire.

Each unit has a specific
number of moves available
during a turn, and different
terrains use up different
numbers of these movement
points. Attack options are

BATTLES

T LLUCEULD

determined by the weaponry
held by the unit.

Of course, you can't attack the
enemy until you see them, and
if the enemy aren’t present in
your field of vision, then they
won't show up on the screen
when you're playing. Being the
last unit stuck in the middle of a
dense wood, not being able to
see any of your opposition is a

little nervewracking.

Either side can be under
human or computer control, or
both. The human takes control
of all the chief pieces, and the
computer handles all the
minions. This is a brilliant idea,
and one I'm sure a lot of
strategy buffs wish had
happened before. It speeds up
the gameplay no end, and also
Stops you wasting your time

with a two-bit patrol of six
unarmed footsoldiers, when
you could be thrashing the
enemy to within an inch of their
lives.

It's difficult, but then again,
it's worth the effort. Amazingly
easy 1o pick up, but be warned,
once you do, you'll be hooked. |
know | amill



The trickle of mail brought
one or two items that may
amuse or entertain, including
the first few suggestions in
the Name That Panther

competition. While some

n, are nothing more
_ - b, than downright
. } rudery (shame on

you master . . .

s can’t | reveal

— # the name? . . . oh,
: very well then),

ello mortals. I don’t
know if you have
suffered the traumas
of moving house, but it is as
nothing compared to moving
an entire Academy.

The move appears to have
affected the postman,
although 1 have to admit that
the problem could lie with
one of the experimental
phases of a new spell, during
which 1 accidentally turned
the poor chap into a tin of
Whiskas Supermeat. The
postman doesn’t knock twice
any more, so if any of you are
suffering delays to your post
then rest assured that I am
working on a spell to turn the
chap back into a human.

one or two others do
show signs of breeding
and intelligence, and
I shall be revealing
the winner of the
competition in next
month’s Sorceress.
Listen, do you want
to know a secret, do

}-nu promise not to
tell? (I feel a

Xamine nemvsy
!, W, kill m

do again

ner
pErs

\

song coming on). Last month
I told you all about Official
Secrets, a mysterious body of
people responsible for
afflicting untold bargains on
all we Spectrum adventurers
If you weren't reading,
SHAME ON YOU, but I shall
tell you their address again
anyway. They live at PO Box
847, Harlow, Essex CM21
9PH. Write to them, tell them
that you heard about their
existence from The Sorceress,
and I might get invited to
their next Christmas party. |
assume my invitation to last
year's was lost in the post.

We all admire Magnetic
Scrolls for their ability to
come up with a jolly good
adventure yarn, and they
have teamed up with Official
Secrets to come up with
something of a very
interesting nature. This is a
mini-adventure called Myth,
based on the antics of the
Greek gods, who as we all
should know got up to some
pretty dirty tricks in their
time. Myth is, of course,
available for the Spectrum +
3, but only to members of
Official Secrets. It is not going
on general release, so it
would appear to me that the
only way to acquire a copy is
by joining the Official Secrets
Club.

This costs £19.95, which is
a bit much even for a
Magnetic Scrolls adventure,
and a mini one at that.
However, there is much more
to Official Secrets than that.
For you £19.95 you get a copy
of Myth, automatic
membership of Special
Reserve (which usually costs
£4.00 and 1 told you all about
that last ish), six issues of
their magazine Confidential,
a copy of Level 9's Gnome
Ranger (or a surprise
alternative if you already
possess the game, which you
should), a telephone help
line, and the opportunity to
enter a competition and win
£500 of computer hardware
just by sending in tips, maps,
or solutions. 1 may enter
myself. As a competitor, that
is, not a prize,

Do you know, there is one
thing that distinguishes a

l . Sorceress from a mere mortal,

,"h\



IE SORCERESS

Stuck in a du
The "u'?u

Meliagaunt, accepting her

invitation then rescuing her
again, visiting Geunever to
say goodbye and defeating

gently southeaszst to the ambushing knights.”
- E S ts no ¢ ; b, Again, several clues strung
= % = i J
;_",‘ - m;_:j A Rt together. So now you have
AW L : the start and end of part one,
o F Nt west 3 Tﬁ . :nlf AL the but what about the bits in the
i e S aai LY S B middle? A well, can’t tell
spoutheast, =outhwes1t you t-vvr}'thmg now, can [?
and gnorthwest. 7 As with the Ingrid's Back!
anow? DONT YOI THIMNE THAT ; Sias Ay N
CILLOM IS SEXYy . Clue sheet, 1tems covered are
don "t gqneed to-wse “dont - General Hints, Objects,
Finish this part of the *  Creatures and People, and
- . :
e +  Places. If you can’t solve an

adventure using those
sheets, you'll never solve
one. A very good idea for
both new and experienced
adventurers, methinks. So
when’s Spook coming out,
Pete?

I was going to tell you

-

tell you, dear mortals, that
Pete refers to these clue
sheets as “comprehensive”,
and they are certainly that.
Just to delve in the Lancelot
one at random, we see in the
section headed “General
Hints for Part 1" that the clue
for beginning the game is
“fight/spare the knight then
to Camelot and find
somewhere to sleep, for
i.‘k"ll'l'l}'r]l‘ Merlin's bed, which
is in Merlin's Guest Room k)
north of Merlin's study. From ®;
the Serf’'s Gate thisis E, E; N,
N, W, W, W, N, 2, That was

and that is the cunning way
in which the flow of the
column is linked from one
session to the next. Having
slipped in a wee mention for
Level 9, we look at the pile of
paper headed "“Things Not
Edible by Panthers” and see a
letter and general collection
of goodies from one of the
many Austins responsible for
running the company. Pete
Austin, in fen:l What does he
have to say? Read on . . .
Haha! We find clue sheets
for Level 9's two newies,
Lancelot and Ingrid‘s Back!

1're
2 tr} giving the man a
,1_,=.|ll.1 coin, then climb a vine

take the key

something about the Silicon
Dreams version of Snowball
also from Level 9, but Space
precludes that this month. As
it does for a game called The
Crystal Cavern from
Handasoft (25 Ingleton Road,
Off Penny Lane, Mossley
Hill, Liverpool L18 1H]) at a
price of just £1.99. The
Adventurers Club Litd rave
over it, we shall see next
time.

I'here is a clatter in the
kitchen, I rush to investigate

. there is an empty tin of
Whiskas Supermeat on the
floor . . . that stupid panther

has just eaten the postman!
MNow that could cause a few
problems. | shall leave you
now while | sort out the
mess. Goodbye!

VoL |'

go north a

wk! K\‘t‘[" getting killed by the [\l."('|'|l.'r of Death?
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1 et a
Higurine. If you can’t
it some chipping
should get you g
sorts l]lmgk out for you.
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several clues strung
I might add!
Another little item from

part one concerns finishing
that particular part, which Rt
involves freeing the knights 43
and returning to Arthur,
rescuing Guenever from

Apparently, according to
Pete Austin, “it still costs
several thousand pounds in
time and printing costs to
produce a new clue sheet’
Just you keep sending them
to me, my boy, and we shall
remain good friends. Let me

together, ,
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n the :

beginning

there were

board games
| know the stuff.
Monopoly, Mine a
Million, Scrabble. But
they were incredibly boring
and reserved only for those
Christmas occasions when
the aged relatives declare that
“they never had television in
her day and folk used to
make their own
entertainment,” and the
games are dragged down
from the top of the wardrobe,
to be played by an assortment
of rabble, most of whom
wouldn’t know the rules if
they hit them firmly in the
gob

But then things started to
change. Steve Jackson
Games started to produce
rather fab, pocket money
sized jobs like Ogre, that you
could play in the lunch break,
and which were wonderful
bevond most sentient beings’
wildest dreams.
Yet still, something was

wrong with even these

you

p.] l'cl?_"‘nl"lh
of gameplay-
eeness. They

fitted into your
pocket, and only
consisted of a few cardboard
counters and a map. What
about if you had huge maps?
What about if the playing
pieces were models that you
snapped or glued together
and could paint?

And even more so, what if
the boxes were really, really
big — the ones you can only
just fit under your arm?
Well 1 think that if
you get all that
right — you'd

have more or
less Games
Workshops'
range of 3-D
board games,
that's what.
The two
latest,
Adeptus
Titanicus and
Dark Future both
have huge boxes -1
should hope so too at the
£24.95 price point — s0 they
must be good, mustn’t they?
Dark Futures is a game set in
a Mad Max kind of post
modern ecological disaster
style environment on the
wide open (and now wild)
freeways of the USA in 1995.
The States are ruled by big
corporations and the
lawlessness on the roads
curbed by Sanctioned
Operatives (Ops).
You should not necessarily
be put off by the 114 page :
rules book — as GW say

themselves, it's
comprehesive rather than
mmpim, carrying vast
amounts of background
material about the ‘world” in
which Dark Future is set. The
process of getting into the
rules themselves is helped by
GW putting in a simplified
‘tournament’ version which
acts as an introduction to the
major concepts.

- IF

Faken to its furthest limits
however, Dark Future can be
a challenging fun game
with you designing your own
vehicles and equipping them
with hardware beyond that
even of an XR3i.

Shooting, ramming,
sideswiping — all those things
vou've ever wanted to do in a
traffic jam - this and more is
delivered L‘_\' DF
worth a look by those who
have long been bored by
Waddingtons Formula One.

. well




Then there comes Adeptus
Titanicus — this one set in the
far distant future over 10,000
years from now. The
Imperium seems to be rearing

BT 7
é; -

e o

Y/
Lo “-\f‘\ ’

A -

Ty

BE
its ugly head again, the
galaxy is in turmoil and these
huge fighting machines,
Titans, seems to be having a
whale of the time kicking (or
at least lasering) the hell out
of each other.

According to Grand Master
Augrim, Division Militaris
Order of the Imperial Eagles,
“The Orders of the Adeptus
Titanicus are the iron fist of
the Emperor’'s rule. A velvet
glove would serve no
purpose.” Well, he should

know, bu it doesn’t make
fitting the bits of the Titans
together any more easy, | can
tell you.

40-80 feet high in real life,
crewed by teams of three to
five men (via mind-impetus
units) these are weapons
platforms that can carry
Heavy Weapons (say a Laser
Canon), Very Heavy

Weapons (a Macro Cannon
maybe), Close Combat
Weapons (a Black and Decker
special . . , the Chain Fist, for
example) or target-seeking
missiles.

The set scenarios have
Imperial and Rebel Titans
swiping it out between each
other, with Basic Rules for
starters and Advanced ones
(allowing you to design your
own Titans etc) for those with
more than 2 ‘0’ levels.

Once assembled — even
better, painted, the robots
slug it out like the
heavyweights they are . . .

An Express Op tangles with the Spiders from Mars, while a
Sand Devils’ Renegade prepares to join the fray. B

¥ Flare-out! It can be unwise to get in way of the truck . . .

and if you got well into it,
you could even found a new
Order of Titans yourself and
play a whole Company.

Both games are relatively
uncomplicated, fun
especially with all these
models around and assuming
the £24.95 isn’t a handicap -
worth getting hold of. Try
your local games shop or
contact Games Workshop at
Chawton St, llilllop,
Eastwood, Notts. Tel (0773)
769731,

n
v




VORTEX

H.A.T.E. is the latest of a series of highly regarded programs from
Vortex, most of them the work of Costa Panayi. Game development
usually take 9-10 months, though beginning a game I5 always the
hardest part.

H.AT.E. followed a typical pattern, a tough time getting the
format right, followed by a period when ideas come thick and fast,
with the final few weeks again difficult with the programmers
living, eating and sleeping the game.

It is in the last few weeks of development that playability can be
lost — programmers get too close 1o their project, so thorough play
testing is vital.

HOSTILE FLL- TEEFAIN BN

The completsd gama took some of the visual ideas Vortex first introduced with the
‘Highway games [$se bottom right] but introduced sn undulsting landscepe wnad
spoeded up the scrolling to give the whole gama an ‘action’ fesl

HA.T.E " 3D GAMES

Once we had come up with the | | Vortex has specialised in 3D games
initial ideas for the game, Costa since the days of Android Z - a
took over the main program | good 3D game provides the

ming; usually 75% of the | unexpected as well as excitement
game is finished before you can | | At the time of Android we

evan see anything on the screen.

Sometimes as new routines are contested things can get a little -
fraught: A TYPICAL CONVERSATION -
Costa: | have devised a new super routine to handle everything! '

Luke: Have you tried it? |

Costa: Yes! l|

Luke: Does it work?

Costa: No, it crashed!

Luke: Check the numbers then, you know you can’t add up (I always have to
have the last word — | have to keep him in his place)




used 1BK solely for the scrolling

Two pixel scrolling is a fairly simple bit of programming until you
see how it slows down on the screen. Several unconventional
techniques had to be employed to update all the 30D characters gt
incredible speeds. In fact it was the fifth re-write
that finally gave us the speed we
e needed. With 18K used up it
is not difficult to

had a
problem finding memary
for the rest of the game

In the eavent the 3D technique
used was a version of the
Highway Encounter technigue
with an upgrade on the spead
at which the individual
characters were dumped whilst
allowing for the scroll

HA.T.E.,
THE END
RESULT

We hoped to produce a fast smooth shoot "em up which is easy and
thought thé  epjgyable to play. We believe we have succeeded.
process
could not be
improved.
We were
wrong;
with TLL
we added
height and
greater movement,

Highway Encounter gave us speed and smoothness, and
Revolution mixed all these elements

THE 3D IN H.A.T.E.

Many of our existing routines had to be rewritten in H.A.T.E.; this

was largely due to the change in memory allocation. Cyclone for Allen Highway — an sarly predecessor of H.A.T.E. which introduced the disgons! 3D
example needed a large number of character sets. In H.A.T.E. we layout and ‘roadway’ concapt

Siwl L AR USER MR sy
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IV ACSTRTHISIEROBLEM

Gizmo gone bonkers? Can’t

)

get your thingy [

~ connected? Don’t be afraid to tell us . .. ,

I!v Egat this problem with my 48K Spectrum + and

its Multiface 1. | get fed up with multiload
games that make me reload the first bit when I fail on the
higher levels.

Can | get a Ram pack to turn my computer into a 128K
Spectrum, or is there a conversion kit? If so, will my
Multiface work?

Kevin Lane

Bridgwater

Somerset

® A noted surgeon writes: There were some experimental operations in the early
days to ransplant large lumps of Ram info the smaller Spectrums. However, due to
the medical foct that the Spectrums invariably died these were soon abandaned. As
were the Specfrums, in foch

Mo. You con't. And if you could, the Mullifoce woeuldn't work.

I want to use a printer with my Spectrum + 3. I'm getting
the Tasword + 3 word processor, so | want one that will
work with that. What one should | get, where can | get it
and how much will it cost? And will | need a lead?
Daniel Smith

Croydon

Surrey

® The Spectrum +3 will work with just about any printer produced, except the
eniginal ZX Printer and the Alphacom 32. Depending on how much packet money
you gel, you con stort of under o hundred for a very cheap dot matrix and go up fo
several thousand pounds for o laser printer. Nat many Spectrum owners use laser
printers,

You can get suitable printers in any computer shop, or mail arder from o magazine,
The things to look for ore o Centronics interface (sometimes colled o porollel
interface) and Epson compatibility. If a printer has both these things, then it will wark
with your +3 and Tasword. There are many good printers for around 150 pounds:
Star, Taxon/Kage, Seikosho and Amstrad are names to look out for, If thot's too
much, second-hand printers are not uncomman but see it working first!

You'll need o lead. It's called the PL-1 (for Printer Lead One .. .) ond anywhere
that sells Sinclair or Amstrod computers will have them by the bucketload.

TH Eprasanl I longed for arrived at Christmas — a
Multiface 3! | have read the Speccy manual but

can’t figure out how to ‘Format a disc’ in order to copy

tape to disc. Help!

PS — My dad was raised on train sets and Dinky toys. He

thinks the Spectrum manual may as well be written in

Chinese!

Nicki Alexander

Murton

®0h he does, does he? Open that fine book of page 7, and glance down at the list

of who contributed. Chinese . ha. Do | *look® Chinese?

Your prablem is really simple, Put o new disk o be formatted into disc drive, ah so.
Select option "+3 Basic' flow main menu, ond then type Format 'A1". Then press
Enter key. When light stops flashing, turn disc over and repeat, You hove formatted
disk. Confucious, he say reod pages 36, 37 and 38 of manual if still beset by
eonfusion.

Ah so.

s AN T brought me and my brother the Artist
Il package with a Kempston mouse.

Whoopie! But are there any GOOD games that are

compatible with the Kempston mouse?

David Licence

Gorleston

Gt Yarmouth

® MNo. Well, not that | know of. And in the 16-bit world, where computers come with
mice like hedgehogs come with fleas, most gomes are still written to be used with a
joystick. Joysticks are o for beter way to contral games, it seems, whereas o mouse is
o fimid creature best left in the quiet world of pretty pictures

So you re nat missing out on anything

WH AT' S|I1e answer to this lot:

1 Can | write my own Rom routines
that overwrite the normal Spectrum Rom?
2 Can | expand my Spectrum’s memory to 640K, or will |
have to change the CPU to a Z8B0B or ZBOC?
3 Can | scrap single-letter entry and type in commands
letter for letter?
4 Can | add RS5232 or Midi ports to my Spectrum without
taking it apart and without buying either of the units?
Damien Foggen
Stanley
County Durham
@ Sitting down? Good. 1 No you can’l. The Rom — Read Only Memory — chip is
programmed when it's mode by stching a pattern anto the chip’s surfoce. This can't
be changed without o roamful of equipment and an acdd bath. You really don't want
to know the datails.
2 Mo again, Changing the CPU to another sort of Z80 won't help either — thay all
address the same amount of memory. if you were very, very techy you could bolt an
640K or more of extra memory by adding switching circuits but it would be cheaper
te buy @ + 2 or even o Sam.
3 Yes! There are o number of enhanced Basic programs about; one of the better
ones is Beta Basic. Another good one is EX-Basic from One-Day Pratection Systems
0228-35208. Most of them lat you type things in full, if you must.
4 No. f you could, don't you think Sincloir would have done #2 O af leasi
advertised it ...

Ilv Egm a Granada/Sanyo TV monitor C14E54 and
I'd like to connect it to the +3 VDU monitor
socket. The Sanyo has a 76-pin socket (diagram enclo-
sed).
Is there anything else | should know before connecting
the two together?
D. C. Brown
Chatham
Kent

® Loads of people are asking oboul moniter-computer connedions these days, as if
seems that TV manufacturers ore keen o bung the sockets an for all those wanderful
loh yeah?] sotellite receivers, interacfive CD video systems and so on

Connect the following pins on the Spacirum 1o those an the monilor = 7o 1, & 1o
2,Btod, 4ta4, 2lo5and 310 & There's o diogram of the Specirum socket on page

316 of the manual; with that and the appropriate bit of your monitor handbook any
hi-fi or TV repair shop should be able to do you o lead.

In general, there's nothing alse 1o worry aboul. Ifs not possible with the +3
[although it was with the +2) 1o connect it directly to the Video In socket of most
video cossette recorders, or to any monitar with o composite video input, It will anly
work with RGB inputs, like yours,

MYﬂrst 48K Spectrum was bought in 1983. Since
then, I've had it replaced twice, repaired and
now I'm using a Spectrum . Most of my troubles have
involved games not loading.

The games all load on other people’s computers, and
typical symptoms include stange symbols and patterns
on loading screens, or games never starting properly, or
the computer going black and back to the copyright
screen.

What is going on? Is it the tapes themselves?

Edward Hodson

Waterloo

Liverpool

®MNoh, Clossic case of dodgy tape recorder. What you've got is o cassetie player
thot, while it might do justice to Bros or Celery Minnow, is just not up to the business
of injecting bytes into your poater. It could be oo old, it could be dirty (ses the reply
to Khaled Khairey), it could have the dreaded Drive Belt Wobble, it might just be
bored with Spectrum data tapes.

I¥'s not actually worth trying to get the cheap tope decks mended unless you've got
a particularly friendly fixer who'll do it for a fiver, but do check for build-up of dirt on
the head (do music tapes sound muffled?) before consigning it to fhe bin
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his month we look at game design and Steve
Marsden answers the question ‘3D or not 3D’

HOWVV

... SHOULD |
REPRESENT THE
GRAPHICS?

If you decide that plan or side
view pictures aren't for you, the
only choice available is the 3D.
Orisit?

3D GAMES

3D Ant Attack,
Knightlore, Alien 8,
Quazatron, The Final
Matrix, ore oll 3D gamesina
category which you could
technically describe as —

presto we have a 3D game. It
is at this point that the genius
described it wrongly — the
result is not true 3D but more of
a compromise, but this
compromise has certainly
produced some very good
games in recent years. There
are other types of 3D games
which | will briefly mention
although it is the type
described above which we'll

/

effect then the more the
program will start making the
processor groan ot the seams
and slow down the game.
Oh! | almost forgot, there is
another semi-3D style which is
worthy of a mention and that is
the Jack the Nipper
portrayal (Fig 3). When we see
how the graphics type of 3D
game is Eesigned we will see
that the games whether they
be of the Knightlore or
Jack the Nipper variety,

have a lot in commaon.

HOW IT WORKS

Remember those horrible

deal with first.

VECTOR GRAPHIC
3D GAMES

In this category, we have our
objects made up of wire
framed structures (Fig 2). This
style lends itself to space
games or games where the
scale is very large with vast
distances involved. Remember
the games Elite and
Gyron? ronically, these
games tend to be written by

“Isometrically/Obliquely
projected 3D graphical
games”. That means that the
screen is filled with nice
graphics that are drawn to
look as though they are in 3D.
The key to this system is that the
sprites and blocks you see are
in fact 2D sprites — they have
to be because your television
screen is flot. The innovation is
that some genius thought that
by drawing the sprite to look as
if it was in 3D (Fig 1), then hey

the mathematical genius type
of programmer whose
graphics capability is at the
stick insect level — vector
graphics are virtually sfick
drawings! If we ‘fill-in" the
space between the lines of o
vector graphic, then we end up
with a game like the recent
Freescape series. Basically it is
exactly the same as ordinary
3D vector graphics but rather
than ‘fresh air’ between the
lines we put different textures
instead. At the end of the day,
the more complex the
programmer makes the 3D
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A 3D SPRITE DRAWN IN 2D fig3 ANOTHER 3D STYLE
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games when the Spectrum first
came out — circa 1983. The
sprites flickered and they
caused all kinds of problems
when they overlapped. Once
some bright spark started using
‘Masked Sprites’ in his games,
the problems just dried up.
Masked sprites have been
described in this column before
so | won't elaborate but it
allows the sprites to pass over
each ather in a precise way
without obliterating parts of
background scenery or other
sprites. Unfortunately there is
not enough space to do a full
scale 3D demo program ||
don't think GT would like itl)
What | have done instead, is to
demonstrate how it works with
a cardboard cut-out of a 3D
system (Fig 4). For those of you

_52mm ol

fig &
T 3 CUBES TO THESE D
ANO MARK THEM A, B, C

IONS

who watch Blue Peter, this
should be a doddle — we don't
need any sticky backed plastic
though! Just copy the shapes
shown onto cardboard or
paper and cut out the shapes
as shown. On a separate piece
of paper draw a copy of figure
5 (using the dimensions
shown). By doing this you have
essenfially got a background
screen (Fig 5) and some block
shaped sprites A, B, and C.

If you position the paper
‘sprites’ on the background
drawing, a little juggling will
make the whole scene look
quite convincing as a 3D
portrayal of a cubic room with
3 cubes at different positions
within that room. Remember
that the gomes mentioned

Sinclair User's address
Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane
London EC1
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previously had nicely drawn
characters instead of cubes but
the principle is the same — if
you want to cut out 3D
representafions of something
abstract like a Sinclair C5 for
example, just draw it in
isometric projection and cut it
out. Try moving the cut-outs in
various ways on the
background — overlapping if
you want. The word
‘overlapping’ now brings me to
an important point with this
form of 3D.

Some readers of this article
may have heard of the arfist
who was famous for his
abstract three dimensional
drawings which depicted
impossible situations. The man
was called Escher and he
undoubtedly caused a stir with
his style of art (Sorry for this
lecture. — GT). Water would
flow downhill only to appear
to end up back at the top of the
drawing but having travelled
downbhill all the way round the
drawing. This was clever stuff
to lock at but obviously the
pictures were just a kind of
optical illusion. Getting back to
our 3D model, refer to figure &
to see a valid case where the
three cardboard cut outs each
overlap the other in a sort of
interlocking layout. There is
nothing peculiar about this

way of arranging them and if is
quite easily achieved in the
real world. Here is the
dilemma. A 3D computer
program achieves its 3D
overlapping by drawing the
sprites further away first and
sprites progressively nearer on
top of th ecthers in a 'back to
front’ system. This creates the
realism of things geing behind
walls etc. The normal way the
computer works this out is by

EACH

doing a ‘bubble sort’ type of
action on each individual sprite
X, Y, and Z co-ordinates so that
the sprite to be drawn first is
the one deepest into our scene.
When our sprites are to be
positioned as in the
interlocking figure & way, the
sort routine would get locked.
The routine would determine
that each of the 3 sprites had a
valid right to be drawn first and
effectively the sort routine
could not sort them into @
depth order because they are
all the same (to the roufine af
least).

There is no easy solution to
this problem and the cure we
adopted in Final Matrix
was to prevent the sort roufine
getting locked in the cage
where the sprites were at the
same point on the scene.
Having said that, the problem
is very difficult to set up and
usually if it does occur it
happens so quickly and has
gone before you know it. Right
at the start | said that these
games are not true 3D but
something else. The something
else is a very convincing
illusion of 3D.

BLOCK OVERLAPPING THE OTHER
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It's not often we look at new bits
of hardware for the Spectrum for
the jolly good reason that there
are few new ones appearing.
Even this goodie, the Eombo VIDI
video digitiser, isn't strictly
speaking NEW as such, but the
operating software has been
extensively revised and
vpgraded, by an enthusiastic
owner of the original version, so
it's worth a second eyebaill.
The function of a video digitiser
is to take a picture signal from a
video recorder or camera, and
shove it into your computer’s
memory in such a way that the
image can be displayed and
manipulated on screen. In the
case of the VIDI, the connections
are simple; plug the little black
box into the user port of the
Spectrum (any Spectrum), and o
lead from the VIDEO OUT of your
recorder or camera into the
VIDI's phone IN socket. Then load
the VIDI software, which can be
transferred if you wish to backup
tape, microdrive, Plus 3 or
Disciple disc.
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single frames, or a sequence at a
rate of abouit twelve per second,
which is slower than real-time but
which gives a fairly “live” feel.
You don't need a still frame to
digitise, which is good since not
all video recorders have good
still-frame facilities.
You can save single pictures or
sequences to any medium, verify
them and reload later, Sequences
allow you to create animations of
up to six frames (the most the
Spectrum can manage, since each
frame occupies BK of memory).
The sequence can be shown
either forward, backwards, or in
a continuous loop.
Both the digitising and the
animation rate can be set to slow,
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incorporate the animations in
your own programs, and alter
the speed and direction settings
from Basic. Experienced
machine-code programmers
should be able to write their own
VIDI applications using the
technical data given in the brief
photocopied manual.

Since VIDI saves pictures in
conventional Spectrum SCREENS
format, you can print them out
directly from the program, or
load them ito most graphics
packages for further editing,
colouring and manipulation,

For the price of four full-price
games VIDI should give you
hours of enjoyment. Owners of
the original version can upgrade

A menu bar appears at the top
of the Spectrum display screen,
and the rest of the screen is filled
by a digitised image of whatever
signal is being output by your
video recorder or camera. It's
magic!

The image is in black and white,
of course, since only very
expensive digitisers can create o
colour display. However, you can

select any other combination of
paper, ink and border colours if
you prefer, Also, by pressing the
spacebar you can switch on o

SHADE option which introduces a

more graduated toning. You can

also adjust a signal level knob on
the side of the VIDI, which
controls the overall brightness/
contrast.

The spacebar and enter key are
used to flip through a series of
menus on the control bar, and
select the required function, It's
all dead easy to use, and to my
amazement | had the whole thing
up and going in about three
minutes.

The digitiser can grab either

to create some interesting slow
and fast-motion effects, A
complete sequence with
animation parameters can be
saved as a single file. These files
contain a small machine code
routine which allows you to

Product: VIDI video digitiser.
Suppler: ROMBO, 107 Raeburn
Rigg, Livingston, West Lothian,
Scotland EH54 8PH. Tel 0506
J9044.

Price: £34.95.
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Then you depress the clutch,
turn the key in the ignition (nice
detaill) and the engine bursts
into sampled enging-turning
aver sounds. Catch it with a tap
on the throttle (that's the one
or for the under fives)
— raise the revs to around six

hou’ rpm (hear that finely

I:,,-r.-*.,c_-d hand crofted engine
growl), select 1st gear, then
drop that clutch and . .. HEY!l
Heavy wheelspin, man!!l The 1
min 30 timer is already ticking
away so fight to control the
steering (mind the other cars
on your right} keep the revs
rrreally high and wark your

the nght,

hink of the whole of the

PC Show, but just devoted

to coin-ops and the like.
Have | gone to heaven and
died or what? Everything on
freeplay as well. Yes sir, you
were listening correctly. Free...
gratis. No exchange of money
or favour. No consideration
involved whatsoever. A

gameplayer's dream.

All the biggies were there —
in force even. Sega, with, of
course Power Drift (in fact,
one stand had linked two

way up through the gears.

Foot hard down, you can
make 30 by the time you come
to a fork in the road. Straight
on the speed track. Hord right,
the stunt track. Why not try the
stunts?

Swing the wheel right — sail
past the advisory 40 mph
speed limit sign — and quicky
find yourself off road, sliding
sideways towards a nicely
contructed barn and a genuine
Milton Keynes stationary cow.
Feel the steering wheel fight
back!!ll Wowl

Paint 1 — play Hard
Drivin’ like it was a racing
game and you'll lose very
quickly, Point 2 — change
down, apply oppaosite lock,
as like crazy and
you |ust mlght recover mh’.h a
mistake just like o real car

The stunt track contains three
maijor tests — all with advisory
speed limits you should stick to
plus or minus 10%. First a
jump. Go fast and you'll over
rotate and hit nose down,
fatally. (When a fatal crash
occurs, you'll get an external
birds eye view action replay of
the event impressive but ego
crushing). Go slow — and you
simply don't make it. Then
there's the loop yes a loop

step on the g

upright versions together for
two player action) but the most
interesting thing was a game in
development — o four player
maze game set in a D&D
environment where each
ployer has their own
independant view of the maze.
Colled Last Survivor, we'll
be reviewing it as soon as we
can.

Atari Games had the success
of the show with Hard
Drivin’, but there was
another gome that we hadn't

a.k.a. Matchbox Cars, roller
coasters, elc. Going 1}1!’0ng|‘|
this is a wonderful, if not

stomach-churning experiencel
Finally, a banked curve. All this
hme }-'F.!-LJIH be avertaki other
cars — and avoiding tho
coming in the opposite
direction. And don't fo

rirlue on 'Ih(: r|ghr_ Extra time is

added for making checkpoints

before your original allocation
runs out,

The speed track is just that =
fast curves, dips, small jumps
go round in @ controlled skid
and you'll know you've done
\'\Jr_'lll

expected seeing, Tetris — the
computer coin-op. the game
that got an [H] classic finally
makes the big time. We have
friends in high places you
know,

Konami was a bit
disappointing — with the
follow-up to Chase HQ,
Hot Chase, being a lei-
down. But Taito was making no
mistake with Operation
Wolf (the replay), that is
Operation Thunderbolt.
Two player action, and things

Hard Drivin’ i

astonishing both in terms of
realism and sheer technical
achievement — with the sole
reservation that once
good at it, the slight lack of

You :‘Jr'_‘"

varielty might give the gome o
- Hard

got to be an early

short playing life

conte game ot the

nowlll

scrolling towards you, as well
as horizontally.

Finally, Williams, makers of
that classic Defender, who
have been out of the coin-op
market for some time while
concentrating on pinball, have
made o dramatic comeback
with NARC.

With special fabby high res
graphics, and a very worthy
anti drugs theme, NARC is o
fine beat-'em up which,
hopefully, marks a return of
Williams as an arcade force




CHI

ibout Chicago,

crimebusters
na rtly to
g7 Well, forget all about it
: cOMmes ]
iold, a story of gangsters
ition and “'Detective Eliot’
ey say there aren’t any
nal ideas around any more

the 1930's was a
g. Officials were
and murdered, the

becoming a farce. The town was
riddled with corruption. One
man, Elliot Ness, set up a team of
gangbustin’ do-gooders who were
beyond bribery — they were
untouchable

You'll have to negotiate four
action-packed levels - the port,
the city outskirts, the city centre
and the warehouse in your guest
to win the battle of the bottle and
break the gangsters’ vice-like grip
on the city

Streetdate: March

Price: £8.85
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BUTCHER
HILL

t a time that all the major

Vietnam war movies are on
sale for £9.99 on video and any
hype that existed has long since
retreated up the back passages of
marketing executives, maybe
Gremlin are being a tad too late
with the jungle warfare epic, It all logks fairly ‘seen it before’
Butcher Hill. A three parter, it and it doesn't seem like it's going
consists of a treacherous boat to be one of the bigger releases
race along a dangerous this year. All together now,
Vietnamese river, a guick race ‘People say I'm the life of the paa-
about in t* woods shooting the har-ty, 'cause | tell a joke or
enemy and then a nice bit of twoooo . . .
shooting and grenading an Streetdate: March.
innocent Vietnamese village. Price: £8.95

= T P Y PR




[1 ‘M-p God, Professor! Look
out for that big one!
arrk! coming for me. All
and fur and little pointy
What a horrible nibbly
death. Eeceeceeek!”
jeaven only knows what Code
rs is playing at. Teaser
sing they call it. They sent
us this book on hamste 588,
along with a slip saying that we
had read it very carefully in
e prepared for their next

inly knows what it will be.

VIGIL

o. If it's tough on the streets,

and even tougher on the Under-
ground, what do you do about it?
Take the law into your own hands
in a Cliff Bronson/Sylvester J
Eastwood-style kung-fu massac-
re? Or trust to the appointed
guardians of law and order to
restore the status quo as is their
time-honoured function?

Well, according to the forth-

HAMSTER ATTACK

We're all baffled (though
not especially fascinated). So in
the meantime, we've taken some

e tes for your delectation

“Mealworms, cheese and toast
are all tasty treats, but should be
given only occasionally.”” Urk. No
thank you!

“Mever eat or drink while
playing with a hamster.” In case
you mix them up and end up like
Freddie Starr.

“Only pick up hamsters this way

By the ears **. . . when it has
become used to being handled.”

! date: March.

£2.99

ANTE

coming game Vigilante it's the
former. This latest coin-op con-
version is very Kung-Fu Master
and Target Renegade, so don't
expect any novelty-style heart-
stopping shocks. Still, don't look
bad as this shot shows, so maybe
a hit more martial arts mayhem on
the way from US Gold.

Streetdate’ March

Price: £8.95

SINCLAIR USER MARCH 1989




T e T
= _s_y.eﬁ#s_?,&eyi:_fs- o

ure are some early screen-

shn'u of the forthcoming se-
quel to Bubble Bobble, Rainbow
Y Island. It's being programmed by
Graftgold (can you please change
your name, lads, as it's an arse to
pronounce) and, well it speaks for
itself pretty much. The main dif-

RAINBOW ISLAND

ference is that instead of flipping
screens, it's a vertically scrolling
affair. Take a look at the pictures
and wait ‘til next month for a
review.

Streetdate: February

Price: £8.99

SINCLAIR USER MARCH 1380

THE REAL
GHOSTBUSTERS

0 information as yet, but these

are screenshots for The Real
Ghostbusters, soen to appear
from Activision. Mext!
Streetdate: March




emember Barbarian? No In keeping with the original
not 1he hack and slash Obliterator carries bhasically the
two player beat-"em:-up Sarme wntrol meathod as

**“‘“%Sﬂe“wﬂq
@@

GEMINI
WING

My those Sales Curve people
are busy these days. Three

plid games in production
:nt, along with another
three in the pipeline. Phew, my
old luv a duck, up the old Kent
Road, | love London town and |
was at Aunt Viola's funeral. The
first of all these projects to see

Barbarian. | eft and rig

ot so long ago. Obliterator

qIvIng you your score and

nergy level
yand escape The wcans, from ekt to right

rwhat

itel be a bit are: Walk leh

s oneg aoes, VIOve
ur character move up in a lift

tanthng anside one

breakdance
il movemen

ope
meets and promise undying
! d (DILLON, THIS IS
_Tr|'~\‘|:’||"’|[ STOP IT AT
CE AS) Mowve through

the light of day is a conversion of
that fabhby wonderful Gen

For those of you who haven't
already guessed by taking a quick
sneaky look at the screens dotted
about this (probably yellow)
layout, bears more than a
passing resemblance to that hoary
old chestnut, 1943, | am informed
that the major differ that
it's organic. What that means
that you get to fly your tiny little
twin engine bubble plane aver
SEVEn super souraway squishy
sexy levels of innards and entrails
blazing away at all the airborne
and organicborne assailants, and

s a lot of them.

As wsual, no shoot-'em-up is
complete without the odd bit of
progressive weaponry. What you

fanding autside one umjp
» him jump Fire, Makes
: el

s him odo

weapon, Roll. M:
rward rall if he's ml:wmg at
th:_- time you activate the icon

ecl now are |
that hang be

things lik

S0 what el
got happening thi
summer? Well
between a karate
making an appearanc
with KW a two play
shoot-"em-up in whi
helicopter and the
jeep. Teamwork is

Once that little trio
appeared, work’|| stz
conversions of

N and vertical

scrolling |1k

t on the 8 bit

rip-oM

ate: April

The final won lets you pick up
nything collectatls
A generous assortment of
nasties line the ghnting steel
or of the [ These
range from harmless little drills
L L3 b b & T T - lll
i
i "
= i ’
Favn gl o FERNN e g |
1 o gt ALY i g gy B g | LY YL
— i-'
=L —LE
L‘Frf_
(l7# 1
] ?
|/'
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= = Fm
| - T

SINCLAIR USER MARCH 1989




HOTSHOT

atest, but probably not last, in
long line of officially
endorsed Gazza Lineker games,
Hotshot is an overhead, eight way
scrolling complete soccer game
with lots of different moves and
things. Full one and two player
options exist, obviously, and it
features a nice striped pitch and
some full colour players! Woooh!
Whether it stands up to the up
and coming Microprose Soccer
or the very soon o be appearing

s

Emilyn Hughes Soccer remains
to be seen. We hold our breath.
Streetdate: March.
Price: £8.95

shots are very limited
Graphics are pretty fab. Colour has been used
really well. No, that's not colour clash, that's the
green glow given off by yvour laser generated
tarcefield. Oh all right, it is colour clash. All the
sprites are really nicely detailed and animated
In fact, the animation is better than the original
Amiga version. That's one in the eye for 16-bit
The sound is all right, but nothing really
special. Just spot effects really. The 128K spot
effects are nicer than the 48K spot effects,
Iluu\.m.-er
| like Obliterator more than | liked Barbarian.
Another first rate 16 to 8-bit conversion by Ver

House, and | look forward to seeing many
morel

W el

that race along the floor and
have to be jumped over. to
large froglike things in battle
armour that hover and fire at
you. Roof mounted cannons
lime some of the ceilings and,
boy, are they nasty

Fighting back is fun. The
angle you fire your gun back at

15 determined by the length of
time you hold down the fire
button, ranging from parallel to
the ground through to the
perpendicular. The more
powerful the weapon you carry
the less shots it takes to blow
away the nasties, which you
need to take care of because the

SINCLAIR USER MARCH 1889

e

FAX BOX

House
TOR Lobel: Melbourne
ff:;fﬁ‘::ﬂ Design Price: £8. @5 Memory

48K/ 128K Joystick: Various

8-bit conv of 16-bit
arcad'e adventure. It's
ok as it goes.

-1
I'\,F-“

ARCADE
-y

X

e
[ GRAPHICS SOUND

W70
m @j‘@

Reviewer
OVE!!LL

9 |



DON'T MISS THE
ONE MAGAZINE
WHERE 16-BIT GAMES

COME TO LIFE

~ £950| ST+ AMIGA
ATARI ST
ne e 4 DISI( SPECIAL

woroanss . REEZX s BLASTEROIDS
. Read the review,
admire the

screenshots,
play the game.

PLUS

— Another
top game
demo.}

MARCH ISSUE
ON SALE
FEBRUARY 28™
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GREMLIN’S WE’RE
SORRY CORNER #1

Attention all Write Stuff people who had their Write Stuffs printed in the
January or February iss

Listen, how can we put t
All the entries were eate!

v a goat that wandered into the o
We were kidnapped by Aliens who in

OVET I pain of death.
All the winning offerings v
OK then:

We lost them and we're sorry and it wasn't our fault but we

pay you and we're very sorry aga

IF YOUR WRITE STUFF WAS PRINTED IN THE JANUARY OR
FEBRUARY ISSUE AND YOU HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED PAYMENT
PLEASE RING 01-2 EX 2409 IMMEDIATELY!

GREMLIN’S “AMAZING
PLAYABILITY!” CORNER

re eaten by Jim.

Oh dear! What a confusing world we live in! Wherever you turn
people insist that their products are simply miles better than
anyone else's. Who do you believe? What do those enticing
phrases actually mean? In the last of the series, Gremlin explains
what those quotes really mean. Special thanks to Codemasters
team for their assistance in making up these ludicrous and purely
hypothetical examples.

“Absolutely massive!” — Plan view characters graphic Gauntlet rip
off.

“Absolutely brilliant! — Fine, though with no unique features.
“Brilliantly realistic!"” - Probably indicates that the realism is
misplaced, like there is a faithful digitised version of the
scoreboard.

“A real challenge!” — Impossible.

“Incredibly playable! — Hopeless graphics.

“Fast smooth action!"" — Hopeless graphics moving quickly.
“Amazing playability!” — Even worse graphics.

“Fast furious and incredibly addictive!" - You can't get off the

first screen.

LAST MONTH'S
COMPETITION

arvellous! We had lots and lots of actually rather

amusing offerings for the competition this month.

We were shocked! It seems the girlie and the man in
the funny suit brought out the best (or worst) in you. So
from a big batch of offerings we picked out from Ryan
Redman ‘‘Haven’t you taken this safe sex thing too far?"” -
(are we allowed to say ‘sex’ in this magazine? — GT) also
well liked was this from Andrew Burley “Cor blimey you've
got a nice helmet.” (No we won't explain this joke to
anybody who doesn’t understand it.) However an on-points
winner (mainly because it caught more of the flavour of the
picture than any of the others) was this from K Tyler of Hull
“| don't care mother | love him and | want his baby."”
Congratulations Mr Tyler — twenty pounds will be coming
your way ever so soon(ish)

Now' 'CREEF |
CAN RELATE TO:
T8 g THAT
REALLY GETS MY
Back P!
CAPTURED AND CHAINED, KAMIKAZE
B4R 19 Taken 70 A SECRET LacATToN

)
“Afifx

WELL
CoULDNT Guedet!

Bur A3 You

BenG) You miCH
AS fgie KNOW !

you've FONE
A GReAT JoB KB
THAMKS To you AwD THE |

GeuerALasme?)|

HAVE ( Fore THE THE

T

TN, AN THE -

¢ |
|
J
!




GREMLIN’S WE'RE
VERY SORRY
CORNER #2

Would the following people all of whom were runners-up in the Dr Joyce
Stick competition please get in touch with their full address: C Cooper of
Plymouth, Robert Baines of Sheffield, Shirley Warren of Atherton, Shirley
Moacre of Hailsham, Peter Jowitt of Sheffield and Jon Halewood of

Southport.

o

GREMLIN CAPTION
COMPETITION No 27

Yum! Here's a picture of Sigourney Weaver from Aliens. Here are your
caption considerations for thiz month: What is she thinking or saying? What
is the man doing? Why doasn’t the wash? The caption that mest amusingly
answars thess or any other questions you like, will win a gigantic choque for
a mighty 20 pounds.

Clesing date is March 1st.

........................................................................................

A9 You HAVE CONVENIENTLY

DISEGED oF THE ARMY ANPTHE

REBELS , WE COULD FINALLY FEAC
] \;cy‘ e _

LOVERNMENT SELECTED BY
UE. . .. | MEAN ELECTED BY

THE ELECTPRATE - .

VOTER ... KEEP TABS O DAN
I

R

‘OUR DATA BANKS CoNTAIN DETALS OF G/eRY REGISTERED
ﬂ! UNDESIRABSET ..

G NG LS
ToTd L CoNTROL
OUER ALTruimies.

vou K-B. HAVE RLAyED
YouR PART SPLENDILEY. BUT

Yourk USERLNESS /<
Now ATAN END.
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—‘v’m’:}\
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R our Herko ? Wk s THIZ
ACENT X' SEE AEXT MonTH
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE SUPERMART CALL MARTHA MOLOUGHNEY ON 01 251 6222

C= T.C. COMPUTERS AATAR

ARE YOU LOOKING TO UPGRADE AND WANT:
- FANTASTIC GRAPHICS?
- MARVELLOUS SOUND EFFECTS AND MUSIC
- AN OUTSTANDING SELECTION OF GAMES?
- EXCELLENT BACK UP AND AFTER SALES SERVICE?
IF THE ANSWER IS YES AND YOU WANT TO KNOW
MORE THEN CONTACT US NOW!!
OR SIMPLY READ ON . ..
* ENGLISH SPELLING. WORDS USED BY RIGHTS AGREEMENT WITH Pk dr e ko e e ok o kel e ol o ol ol o e R R

CASSELL PLC. AMIGA S00-PACKS 1.7 ATAR! S208T-FM SUPER PACK P PRICES
* CASSETTE 4BK/M128K FOR ALL SPECTRUMS, PLUS MDRIVE/DISK * STHTHG-HT:W.N* 5 fHam * * STARTING FROM (345,00 Ll

TRANSFER INFO : WhR AR Al kR AR R AR AW R A A
DNY £12.95 POST FREE, WITH DISPATCH BY RETURN. SEND CHEQUE/ {Education Discounts to Students on Commaodore PCs — Phone)
- . SOFTWARE - UP TO 30"% OFF RRP
BRUCE PUBLISHING This is just a small sample from our vast range. If you wish to arder
72A Lawe Road, South Shields any of the above items, or require our full list, write to:
Tyne & Wear NE33 2AJ

T.C. COMPUTERS
12A Barnards Way, Charlton Heights
Wantage, Oxon OX12 7EB

= (02357) 60177
LY Please make chegues‘postal order payable to T.C. Computers

FASTWORD
A super fast, sasy-to-use word finder, giving better words in a flash. Great
for all English users and word game players, pamculari* crossword
enthusiasts. Just hit_a few keys to get alternative words fast. A major
breakthrough for the Spectrum, a big word program of the type previously
only available on much larger computers. Look at this spec:
EEFILI':IliIfIg:\PSEx DISPLAY DF SOME 6,000 WORDS PLUS 6,000 SENSE
* 20 SYNONYMS/ASSOCIATED WORDS AVERAGE, FOR ANY INDEX
WORD SELECTED
* 120,000 WORD THESAURUS EQUIVALENT DISPLAY, AT MACHINE
CODE SPEED

Rt R L L LN PUZZLE GAMES

sk ok sk 3k 3k 3k ok ok ok ok oK 3K K

EDUCATIONAL

LR T ES

French, First Asd, Football, Spelling
Soence, Spamish, Sport, Scotland,
Enaland Fnmlish Wiords German

3 2 3k 2k o 3k 3k ok 3k ok ke ok ok ok ok ok ok e ok ke ok ke ok ok dkook

S/W HIRE 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk ok ok 3k ok ok %k

NMartin VWhite %
FIFESEI'TES
THE THIRD DIMENSION

2 isormetric 30 games of oulstanding quality,
fos the price of one at just £2.99
Pladss send chedudd OF postal Brders W

D. White. 119 Orchard

] rove.
Chalant 51 Peter. Bucks 509 SET
A8 TEN SPECTRLIMS

o v i g ok o i o ok ok ol ok ke e ok

General Knowledge, Geography,
Rahan, Arthmetic, and Natural History

Let your computer
helpyou learn
Wnie or phone lor a FREE 20 page
iusirated catalogue of our
Leisure and Educational Soltware
Avaitable for IBM PC Compatibles and
most home computers

KOSMOS SOFTWARE LIMITED
FREEPOST (no stamp needeq)
DUNSTABLE, Beds LUS 6BR

Tel: 05255 3942 or 5406

I LEARNING MUSIC?
LOOK HERE
MIUSIC EX

THEORY OF ERCISES ~Grades 7

13 § (practios raml Cassotte £F.

G 1 THEQRY OF MUSIC - from the

baginning [bitonsll. Cassete ¥

Gtate or 128K, MDrive or +3 Disk.
inguire. Laaflst free.

TED KIEX (34, 33 Humber Crescent,

Mersepaibe WAS SHD (3745 D186}

ADULT S/W

INSPECTRUM 48/128. CASSETTE ONLY

ADULT GAMES

FANTASY

Lisngan your coliee gt out
o JOYETICK med g stk
. By i tires o Findah o8
[ —

covenur Jif
(i

»
% £2.00 Life Membership
: . First Hire Free
All postage paid (1st Class)
:Send sa‘nm,'.?ﬁf E:d ressed envelope

to:
ACTIONWARE (SU)
108 Collingwood Street,
Hebburn

NEPEEEEEEY

i ol i e vl ol e ol vl ol ol ol ol o ol ok

HARDWARE

FEP gnd VAT

L i R R B
SPECTRUM S/WARE HIRE H
FREE MEMBERSHIP

# FULL 7 DAY HIRE
« DISCOUNT TITLES
* ALL POSTAGE PAID {151 Class) .
Send SAFE o
SSH (SU), 16 Fleam Road I
Clifton Grove, I
Nottingham NG11 8PL
L F B 0 B B B N B

sk 3k ok 3k ok 3k 3k ok sk 3k sk ok 3k ok ok 3k 3 3k ok sk ok e ok e ok e

ciuted
rar LA P a CeER

ALL HARDWARE AND
SOFTWARE WANTED

e T

£5.50 paen
£10.00 « FRET G buw wry 7
E14.00 s roee oy e a3
PR G Ty ey

Ring or send by post (with SAE) for

cash to:
Music & Video Exchange
28 Pembr Road, London
W11. (Tel: 01 727 0424)

LGGK AT PAGE 44
FOR SUPER SPECIAL
OFFERS
Lots of education available.
For further details
= 0602 480779




SU SUPERMART SUPERMART SUPERMART

UTILITIES UTILITIES R S,
W \
|

Transior this Wpes 1o +3 Disc. Many ramier pxampies;
Marial FREE [Disassembiar

4B8BK/128K/ +2/+3 UTILITIES
UREBASE SYSTEM - Tape £11.95, +3 Disc £14.95, Microdrive £13.95
pictures or iexd. save in filing system,_ remeve_ update, teplay wa index, as repaating
1 , print. For arfists, admen, gamesiers, graphcs eamers

CODE PACKABE - Tape £8.95, +3 Disc £12.78, Microdrive C10.75
Assemble, disassamble, test, detug, trace, step, backirack, breakpoints, hax, binary, decimal
Chasacter/scroan/gamas dessgn, COpying tapes oxamplas grven. Unigus on-ine facilies 1o 1each
%m and machane code, INSEuClons suppied - Crack, Hack or Leam he Knack
AND RECOVERY Copy, sensible CAT, recower comupl! lies 0975

ype coloured
senes of slide
TE COMPLETE
Tranglers FHL [ proga. Handies f Intest rams; FULL
+ Header Resder Emuog:- muu—ﬂmnnmm 1:2,
Mhult-luncion dise ulilty lor the +3. Modify and read sectors, Back up descs, FULL Difleciory;
‘arasad files, Lock oul laulty fles; EraseFename #es. Siring search. Moenu Driven, ©“An excelient
package” CRASH Oct 1988, Easy 1o use:-£12.98 on Disc.
Makes back ups of +3 ordinary AND prolective discs. siher o
aturess. Handles mulll ioad prograrnmes - £12.95 on Disc.
Transler lapes o Watadnve Handes PROTECTED
HEE Disassembler- £T.95
Backug tha vas! magorty of tapes. Handies Fasd Loaders,
va:-wmnumm 128K programs. - £7.95.
CODE COURSE FULL
bi foe erverycne

opurse froem bagirnner o

. t: ames with FREE Disassamiler — [20.
N mrecrdFve comrrmands e.g. Monior, FX Sound, Double Height Texd. and much mons

ez h‘lj‘r;:mh demo and DRGAN program. Your Sinclair, Sept B8, 'Every Speccy owner should
ALL UTILITIES COVERED BY OUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEE - BUY WITH CONFIDENCET PHOGH AMBING HELP PRAL T
Sand [T 3 USEFUL sitwche, GRAPMICE #HC) 108
“HOBRLAHSOFT omllr-nEm'Inlll! ﬂﬂ::;luu-mllu.unm
Dept SU, “Pleasant View," Hulme Lane, H 5. Please monthly on VE,
! : Slulims, Nr Longton, stato systam.Large SA lox detais from OPUS, DISCIPLE, PLUS D, TAPE
MATRIX =1 ]

*ECTRUM MACHINE
L =p Suital

BEMIOUS SPECTRUM OWNERS

Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. ST3 5BH (7 ot YOUM FIRET maual A Bkank ik o

carradge Lnom
camaetiE] gEtn & FHEE dabill

L
Floase mark your ervelops “Enquines’’, For pHIase
E Acoiss and Visa weicome please nng above number - 24 hour service

Overssas — EUROPE add £1 PAP PER ITEM, OTHERS £2).
Sand SAE (D in x 5 inj or phone ior detnied calaingue

mofe infarmaiton phons 078 130 5244

Dept 5.11., 271 Stanstead

Bishops Stortfond, Herts CM23

CHEZRON SOFTWARE. 505 L b
Aasd. Birsiall, Lalcester ﬁmﬂ

LERM SPECTRUM SOFTWAR

TAPE TO TAPE BACKUP
Tape Utility B, copies most tapes even
jerky and many of the recent
countdown loaders. Even converts
many sacured programs to normal
speed for reliable loading + transfer.
Measures loading speed, copies
exactly blocks. Even over 51K. £7.50

MICROMATE — THE M/DRIVE UTILITY
‘Perfect addition 1o midrive,”
‘Mare power without the price.”
Suly 1385
It pays for itsell. For 1/2 drive systems.
Even if you have a midrive utility you
haven't anything like micromate.
Options include: format lapprox
104K], clone, sector ediior, boot prog,
rename, reconditions and repairs cart,
multiple erase, true cat, 1ape 1o drive,
unigue fast drive to drive copier, drive

E — WITH FULL MONEY BACK GUARRNIEE!
TAPE TO DRIVE TRANSFER WITH TP 5

Transfers hundreds of programs from
tape 1o your drive system (inc Plus 3)
manages some programa hardwars
devices can't dol! Handles jerky and
countdown loaders easily, inc utilities.
Mot for novice. £12 (+£1 on m/drive)
Information Book 1 — details on 400
transfers using TPS £2.50. Book 2
covers 180 for £2.50 — many top 20

hits.
280 TOOLKIT 2
“Excellant value for money.”
“Brilliant package. i it's not in Toolkit
ou don't need it ¥5 July 1988
uperb assembler. And now a
program Lo do the reverse — micods to
source. Includes disassambler, single
stepper, de-bug, Hex to Dec, loader
made, etc.

REPAIRS
BEAT THESE PRICES!

Spectrum/+ £9,95*
Interface 1 £13.50 inc P&P
fixed prices — 4 month guarantes
TOP QUALITY REPAIRS BY EXPERTS

Send cheque/ PO, and computer to:
SF SERVICES
113 Mountbatten Road,
Braintree, Essex CM7 6TP.
Tel 0376-46637

SPECTRUM REPAIRS

[WITH FREE EXTENDED GUARANTEE]

SPECTRUM/PLUS £18.70
PRICE IS ALL INCLUSIVE AND
WE GUARANTEE THE WHOLE
COMPUTER FOR SIX MONTHS

!.Pﬂ MICRO-SYSTEMS MI s

CHELMSFORD, ESSEX CM1 5YP
Tel: 0245 468554

“Please add £245 for P&P + Insurance
Spectrums now bought and sold
GSF SERVICES - EXPERT REPAIRS Hukuakab 3+ 3 3 3 3 3 3 5
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£8.99
£1.75 sach (min 4)
to tape |+ none stop). Sold on f4
cartridge — Dnly £11.99 POST FREE +£1 Eurpe, £2 rest
STATE SPECTRUM + DISC TYPE - e.g. PLUS 3, or 128X Sinclair + PLUS D

LERM, 11 BEACONSFIELD CLOSE, WHITLEY BAY, TYNE - WEAR. 0912533415

EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE

G.C.S5.E. Tuition software

or Sinclair Spectrum { rs
MATHEMATICS Asithmetic; Mensuration: N?I:ra, Sets; Funchions; Grophs!

Mare ; Mairices; : G i : Stah
UTILITIES ATV Fropertes of ok S & g gomety, St Heat,
Light; Electricity: Mognetism; Electroshatics
Top the hurdles with HOMESTUDY
P. C [ ] G e

Price: £8 each, £7 each for 2 & £6 each for 3 or more.
Software:

5 iers of Educational Software  HOMESTUDY LTD
'ﬂ"mﬂﬁﬁ | fo Teachers, Schools and Colleges 60 Shation Road,

WordMaster word processor

H-odhuﬂphk designer

since 1983 Redruth, Comw:f.rd' RIS
top publisher

Cumbria I 306
Typelines
DTP Pack (all three above pr

LALS TEW
Devpaoc machine- code assem
HiSoft BASIC floating point compiler
HiSalt C Ilng;uge system
TasSign si esigner
TmCdc’sg:udshm
CP/M Plus operating system for the +3
Masterfile ;ﬁlt;buae
TasWord +3 wor
TasSpel +3 spell checker
Stocks & Shares manager
Coursemasiel horse-racing tipster
Hardware:
Plus D disk & printer interface £59.95
Plus D with 3.5" disk drive £159.95
Plus D systemns come with FREE printer cable!

If you're interested in
Programming,

Word Processing,
Business Software,
Dask-Top Publishing,

or just plain sick of games,
contact PCG for details of
these amazing programs.

Phone 0229-36957 now or
send an SAE for catalogue.

We have soltware for OPUS,
Disciple, Plus D, microdrive, +3
and many other systema. Call
now for detalls & prices.

Desk-Top Publishing:
Send now for detalls of the
amazing DTP Pack!
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NOW YOU CAN REACH EVEN MORE
PEOPLE FOR YOUR MONEY
JULY-DEC ABC
A STAGGERING
89,955

$1L.90

£8.95
§16.95
£37.80
£15.98
£24.95
£25.00
£17.95
£17.95
£995
£25.00
£19.96
£19.95
£14.95
£14.95

ams)




SOFTWARE REPAIRS SOFTWARE

WIN WITH A -
COURSEMASTER €Yy "' & DUKES
PUTER PROGRAMM
THE COMPUTER HORSERACING ’ __. MAIL ORDER
* RATES ANY RACE IN SECONDS - ANY DAILY NEWSPAPER IS ALL ¥OU NEED
* NEVER out of mmeﬁm N. Hunt ug&laﬂ:ﬁ;ra%%nm oty f?:'ﬂl: ‘Smﬂﬂ Computer games and
Jaii. i
* &ﬁ'ﬁﬁcﬁ m’?rm‘sf ARy a“m_r BLEW ONES 11l L;ﬂ_ ;ﬂérﬂsa{;ﬁ?f; accessories. Send for our free
- \dentfies s@lection in evary race plus these AMAZING Features - The loaical cﬂaa;ci catalogue.
! rﬁg_ andl Thard ehoice shown for lonecasts and l'nr,“t; b Recommands most g Thousands of games and
Spectrum 48K/Plus £1290 accessories for alf makes of
- ulﬂy works out your WINNINGS on laar bali n\'_‘lunlng SINGLES and DOUBLES, Spectrum 128K £14.90 - ot
win and each ww PATENTS, ?ANII!S. C ote. Good EACH WAY and Spectrum Plus 2 £17.90 e Sendp‘:oa Dukes v
LONG ODDS 7 Marketing
« i PRNT ot ous BE ““'?nua SUIP for Opus Discovery 1.0 § | oroeri iDept sm Dukes of
= BET Like PRGFEBEWLB Dot | w’fwr beis in any All  repairs guaranteed four Bridgend, 25 rket Street,
mmlr ur BCODUNES K..p & complete record of your batfing or compare C p}omhs. pnlm'ajs quuta:&ur\g;qrctu?we Mld G ety
r favourite : . Free B"""“d lamargan,
« STUSITHE AMAZING COURSEMASTER SYSTEM Ths supars beting systr i nchuded S G e oo el o o South Wales
I R e — tomers. We also repair Amstrad FREE WATCH WITH FIRST
o B o with 20 bage BETTING GUIDE and MANUAL and Commodore micros, please 100 REPLIES
FREE HOT TIP OF THE MONTH TO EVERY PURCHASER | phona for prices Discount available to members
Supplied on TAPE at £14.95 lor. All Spactrums, &mﬂdmnlsc:!lﬁﬁﬂih Mlsmcm-ﬂa VSE Technical Services !

g g o oo g Rl oy Dept 102, Unit a B Numn,r Road

oo o £15 98 o compaities Al Ameirad FC's ot DUISTIE okok ok oK Kok ok ok ok KKK

Please state machineg and disc size

e T T v A ot | e e o o o e s ok s ok ok s ok ok o ko o

SOFTWARE SOFTWARE REPAIRS

ONLY POOLS AND p——— Z’Sﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁnﬁs* LINEAGE
HORSES v LORDSERMORNEYTT) =y

;:&KSSPEE%%M £14.00
ot hesh s DO Veribl yOUF B4 AFTE 1O TS
(AND FIXED 0DDS) R e I P ©%Y  SPEECH SYNTHESISER SOFT-
Mo gimmicks. Programs for punters u'xéﬁggﬁ?«%%:“hﬁw?‘i: : ) 4164 MEMORY IC E170%  WARE for Spectrum 48K/128K/+2
rom the GENUINE experts MACHINE CODE MONITOR (DISASSEMBLER + Z80CPU S Sprae SIAARL. d speech easily to your own
First rale software at sensible prices, STRICTMED LOMPILER (Rapea Tanguage) £49 3 M inimum order £5.00 programs! Ready to use, No additio-
If you want to WIN REGULARLY 15 LOONEY. NEW intaractive M:-qr:na;: ﬂ;-ﬂ \‘ Al prices include VAT and rélurn postage. '& nal hardware needed. (:Jl'\l'hI £3.99.
phone 051 336 2668 or send SAE to. £1.00 OFF lor aach actrs peogesin Orderad From: SMB Software. PO Box 38

Chague™) 1o §TH 5V ]
Boxoft (SU), 65 Allans Meadow, (APPLERY). 16 Gehe Crascent, Appletiy, Curnbria 3 133 Ln%:uﬂd M Lowestoft, % IFosmass IV 1GA

Meston, South Wirral L64 950 Detaite 1ot (BTARaT B1STTATTON (Nogeth : Tel: 0502 uﬂn ﬁ-
A AT T IT I

SPEECH SYNTH £2.959. D baat
L!N AGE SP EC SU PPLIES simulator £2.99. 20 Chr sg::";:asﬁ
S dy “2X" load/'save £3.50. 7B
-----------l-----hmwmmwmmmnﬁﬁmﬁmmmmm

Flaach an estimated readership of over 250,000 users per [ § Spectum + games. Send 19p stamp for full
v B tal order nowl!l! (Pl
Bmonth for as little as £6.00° (inc VAT) pi o S oh PaP, Somamof {3 —

Or "{m are starling your own small business advertise in the supermart for Dale, Rainford, Merseyside WA11
8DP.

Kem J Imarface .£9.95
nm lplecss slate

SPECTRUM HIRE CLUB Free
membership. Chart topping titles
] available. Very popular club. Send
mu Mn: large SAE to S.H.C.(SU), 8 Brook-

Ltd, i A
mrmm Tel 0332 % Erﬁ 4‘2'655 Godley, Hyde, Cheshire

.
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Bastec 52 Ocean IFC,0BC, 11,3341
Castle Computers 36,37  Romantic Robot 42
Date! Elecironics 58,5960  Shekhana 54
Gremiin IBC  Soundbox Software 81
Instant Software 68  Telecomsolt 17
K.JC Games 66  Tasman 19
Logic Sales 52 Tanglewood 54
Megasave Bl Trybridge 68
MGT 28 VirgnMastertonic 91
Microsneps 81 Videovaul 52
Mirrorsoft 25 Worldwide 44

. Tol: .

00* .:m: \rA'r'j or £20. ou (inc vnn
P Publications Lid.

3 ok ok ok ok ok oK oK ok ok sk ke




- MEGATAPE 14 - MEGATAPE 14 -

NEXT

MONTH

he April issue of Sinclair User should
Tbe something really special. We're

not letting up for a second in our
crusade to bring you the hottest reviews
and previews and best value tapes
around.

Next month Megatape 14 features one
of our favourite games OF ALL TIME!
After much wheeling and dealing (more
sobbing and pleading actually) we’ve

ot Vortex’s Cyclone — one of the

inest 3D games ever created! Not only
that but we’ve got a host of exciting
- features and a few surprises!

Don’t miss it!

E1'] APRIL EDITION
OUT MARCH 18th

(You’d be a fool not to get it)

MEGATAPE 14 - MEGATAPE 14

MEGATAPE 14

l .
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“FIVE FISTS FULL OF AC
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TION FROM GREMLIN”




himself and his car far

WEC Le Mans is the

24-hour world endur- beyond limits re-
ance championship. All quired by any other
other races pale in com- race. He must
parison. No other race use his sixth sense as
challenges a driver, physically he becomes one with a
or emotionally, as WEC Le machinevhich is perilously
Mans 24. The racer must push 3N insensitive toshuman frailties.
& ﬁﬁ"_'_e"—-‘_“ . D DAD

t a game — it is the ultimate
) Vo 3 N

e
——

- . -~ -
& g YRy

TATARI ST AMIGA e COMMODORE
-r'?(' (*l Ir'l/ﬂ(” 'J"(a (15_
dsf s g 4 St de \ : .l dis L0 i AP N

ATARI ST AMIGA ~_of the sﬂme5 ~_AMSTRAD SPECTRUM

¢ 669977 OCEANS G - FAX: 061 834 0650



