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W‘natc\-er the fate of the Sinclair brand
name under the Amstrad
administration, the Spectrum will probably
continue to be the country's most popular
micro for some lime to come. There's no
sign of a let-up in the stream of innovative
new products in both the games and the
utility line, and the dedication of
Spectrum users is legendary. With the
128K machine and the rumoured Super-
Spectrum, excitement is still high.

This week we'll look at some stunning
word-processors, the current crop of
Spectrum 128 games, the impressive
Bobby Bearing from The Edge, and the
latest news from the world of the QL (ves,
it's still alive and kicking!)

Together with a history of the
Spectrum and a look at the latest video
technology it's just a taste of how the
Sinclair micros continue to provide fun
and excitement for every owner. <

Sinclair Show surprlses

he May Microfair was a rum do, notable

mainly for a general air of uncertainty
and an almost total lack of new products for
the Spectrum. Instead, we were swamped
with new releases for the QL. a system
which it seems unlikely will continue to be
produced unless by some miracle CST
manages to save it.

As reported last week, the hig news for
QL users is the CST Thor, an upgrade of
the existing machine which will eventually
become an entirely new system.

Sandy's loppy disk
drive

The prototype Thor is a repackage of the
company’s existing add-ons, fitted into a
single case with a detachable IBM-AT-style
keyboard. The new system, then, includes
an enhanced QDOS, 640K RAM, single or
dual 720K 3.5 floppy disk drives, and a 20
Mb Winchester eption. The Winchester
QDISC costs around £1,000, although CST
are anticipating a price cul.

CST hopes to obtain QL's so that

complete systems can be sold, rather than
just offering a Thor upgrade. The final
system is hoped to include a new 68020
processor, 1 Mb RAM, a 20 Mb floppy disk,
the XCHANGE package, upgraded QDOS
and casing at around £1800. CST plans a
September launch.

Remaining with QL. hardware, Farmintel
showed the Sandy range of add-ons,
including the 3.5 floppy disk drive, RAM
card with through connector, twin
expansion unit and Super Board with disk
driver, parallel printer port, and superbasic
extensions. Car Electronics and the
SuperToolkit QL. a 16K ROM module which
plugs into the expansion slot, and provides
a full screen editor, default directories, joh
control, resident programs, file handling,
extended networking, assignable keystrings
and many more features.

Eidersoft's ICE program, a fully icon
based desktop manager and front end for
QDOS, comes on an EPROM cartridge and
uses “next to no RAM", ICE is designed to
be compatible with any Superbasic program
and most commercial software, can be used
with joysticks, keyhoard, or a mouse, and
offers multitasking. a clock, and calendar
features. Costing £49.95, ICE isone of a
series of utility packages and games for the
(L from Eidersoft.

Prospero Software showed a series of

Eidersolt's ICE for the QL

68000-based lanaguage packages, including
Pro Pascal, Pro Fortran and the Prospect
graphics subroutine library. On the games
front, MOA showed a preview of 2092, a
complex Moon Buggdy variant for the (L.
Although the preview looked pretty flickery,
the finished version will be available soon
and we'll be able to give it a fuller review.

CAP software showed the Designer QL
package, which includes a full screen editor
with text facilities, additional text styles,
and a character generator, while Datalink’s
CAD-PAK is a more technically-minded
program.

As for the Spectrum, most of the new
releases seemed to be concerned with
overcoming the limitations of the tape
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loading system. TR's Beta-Plus disk
interface has a new Magic Button facility,
which enables any tape-based program to be
transferred to disk with a single press. The
interface also features auto boot, random
and sequential access file handling, and
auto checking. The interface is £109, and
the Beta-Plus single-sided 40-track disc
drive £229.

AT & Y's Spec-Mate claims to be able to
transfer any tape program to microdrive,
Beta or Opus disk. An expansion slot is
provided on the back of the unit, so it can
be left in place at all times, and it also
offers turbo-tape loading facilities.

The Mirage Microdriver offers transfer of
any tape-based program to microdrive, with
optional saving of screen display, screen
dumping, freeze facility and through
connector.

Saga Systems gave a demonstration of
their wide range of keyboards and the First
Word program, reviewed elsewhere in this
supplement, while Opus showed the

Discovery disk system featuring the 128K
version, which allows you to change
operating modes at will, set up a random
access filing system, use the 128's extra
memory as a RAM disk, and retains the

features of the original Discovery 1
including the peripheral through-connector
parallel printer port, Kempston joystick
interface, video monitor port and built-in
screen designs. 4

By far the most interesting new
products at the Show were the two
video digitisers, from Data Skip and
Sunset.

The principle of video digitising isn't
new, but the technology has only recently
been adapted for home computers. The
DataSkip, a Dutch product retailing at
£69, is claimed to be able to digitise a
video picture in 0.27 seconds, while the

Sunset device seems to have better
handling facilities.

The Sunset video digitiser is housed in
a Cheetah-style case, plugging into the
Spectrum’s user port. It can be connected
via its standard video socket to any source
such as a video camera (either the mono
surveillance type or sophisticated home
movie models) or the out pul from any
home video machine. The digitiser will
then take any still picture and transfer it
to the Spectrum’s memory, storing it in

Video digitisin

e T

so you can move the picture around the
screen to crop it as you desire.

The menu-driven software allows you to
control the input level and display type,
though the digitised pictures are limited
to black, white and shades of grey.

The software can be transferred to
microdrive, and Sunset are working on
various upgrades and extra options. The
package comes complete with all necessary
leads and adaptors, and will soon be
availahle for the Amstrad, at around the
same cost of £126.50. We'll review the

the form of a 256 x 1992 pixel image at
16 resolution levels.

Once you have the image on the screen,
you can manipulate it by changing the
contrast levels, saving it to cassette or
microdrive for later use, load it into art
software packages for further
manipulation, or print it out.

The resolution of the Sunset digitiser is
much higher than the Spectrum screen
display can actually cope with. It's also
larger than the Spectrum’s screen display,

Digitiser in more depth at a later date.

Microfair Show organiser Mike
Johnston said the Fairs would continue so
long as there was support from the public
and third party suppliers. On the evidence
of this Show, there's plenty of enthusiasm,
but the supply of new products for the
Spectrum is slowing down, and the QL’s
future must remain in doubt until
Amstrad decide whether it is worth
continuing to support it, or arrange to put
its fate in other hands. «




supplement

The word was Spectrum

CHRIS JENKINS LOOKS AT FIRST WORD AND
TASWORD 3, AND PREVIEWS THE WRITER, THE MOST
POWERFUL SPECTRUM WORD PROCESSOR YET

B uilding up an adeguate word processing
system on the Spectrum requires
several tricky decisions. Firstly, vou have to
decide whether to replace the keyboard;
then, whether to rely on tape, or go for
microdrive or disk drive; next, which printer
and interface to use; and, perhaps lastly,
which software.

That last decision is now much easier,
since there are now at least three word
processing packages which offer a wide
range of professional facilities.

The Last Word from Saga Systems is
designed to be easy to use without having
to wade through the 30-page manual. All
sixty commands are available in an on-
screen summary which shows the entry key
combination required for each command.

I found it difficult to get used to the fact
that the main control keys are Symbol Shiit
and Extend. This makes the Last Word
package better suited for the Spectrum+ or
128 than the squishy-key Spectrum, but
then, how many users would be able to
cope with the original keyboard anyway?

On loading — the program can be
transferred to microdrive, wafadrive, and a
variety of disk drives including Beta, Opus
and Gordon — the main display shows a file
window filling most of the screen, and a
command line above it. The command line
contains indicators for line and column
number, tabs, video status, wrap, justify,
overwrite, upper case lock and so on.

One of the best features of The Last

for the
48k ZX Speactrum/plus
micro-computer

SINCLAIR USER "
i A L‘L*'I‘
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Saga Systems Limited

Word is the clarity of the redefined
character sets. Admittedly, | was using the
system with a reasonably good monitor, and
s0 had no difficulty with any of the 40, 48,
60 or 80-column displays. Using The Last
Word with a TV, the 80-column display will
probably only be of use for formatting the
text; the letters tend to merge into each
other too much for the text to be actually
legible.

Once you have set the character size vou
want to work with, the program will “wrap-
around” text as it reaches the edge of the
screen. There are several commands which
make it easy to reform paragraphs, either at
different text sizes or with new margins or
spacing.

Text editing is done with the cursor keys,
and you can move through a document
either a letter, a word, or a sentence at a
time, using the Extend mode and symbol
shift. Saving text can be done in ways. You
can either define a start line and end line,
or save the whole document, to either tape
or microdrive. On reloading you can merge
files together consecutively, or insert new
material if you wish. If loading from tape,
all the filenames present will he shown as
they are found.

All the facilities of the most powerful
word processors seem to be here; shifting
blocks of text, search and replace for
specific words or phrases, left or right
justification and centering, word count (the
maximum is about 4000 words), a
calculator, a clock, variable line spacing,
variable copy number, and powerful printer
control routines.

The Last Word supports 24 printer
control tokens, which should allow vou to
use any common printer, although the basic
set-up assumes a ZX-LPRINT Ul interface
and Epson RX-80 if you are not using a
Sinclair printer. Kempston, Morex, Tasprint
and other interfaces are also supported, and
since it is possible to exit to Basic from the
main program, it should be possible to cope
with other devices too.

Overall, while The Last Word is a very
comprehensive and powerful program, |
think its hest feature is the screen design.
Everything looks very professional, and is
presented in a clear and user-friendly
manner — essential in a program which is
likely to become a firm favourite with
Spectrum users, €

asword Three has a lot to live up to,

since its predecessors have established
themselves as the best word-processing
packagies available for the Spectrum. The
greatest immediate difference is that T3 is
available only on microdrive.

The most controversial feature of T3 is
the screen display. Some word processors,
like The Last Word, split a line aver two
screen lines if the number of characters
exceeds the sel column width. With T3, the
screen scrolls across to keep your text in

The Werd Processor

Program The Last Word
Supplier Saga Systems
Price £13.95

Format Cassette

rIDRIDIN AD CRAMDIITIMG WEEKT WV

view as you type it. The obvious
disadvantage is that you cannot see all of
the text all of the time.

The manual — a beautifully-printed 64-
page epic — is very full and clear, and kicks
off by explaining the peculiar “reversed E”
symbol used on the command menu. This
indicates Extended mode, of course, and is
used in conjunction with single keypresses
to access most of the operational modes.

Maximum line length in Tasword 3 is 128
characters, while the display width is
normally 64. A single text file can be up to
17000 characters long, while the central
text window can show either 15 or 22 lines.
There’s an auto-repeat facility on all keys.
There are two help pages, one dealing with
text commands and one with /0. These are
really only summaries of the facilities
available - much better explanations are
given in the manual.

Just a list of some of the major features
of Tasword 3 will give you some idea of how
advanced it is. Word-wrapping at the end of
each line can be overridden, as can the
automatic justification. Right-justified text
can be changed to left-justified and vice-
versa. Files can be merged simply by loading
new ones after existing text. The command
cursor can be moved to the start or end of

L. BT FrFRTEr.T.71



the file, or the start or end of a line. There
are slow and fast text scrolls, page skip,
delete and undelete, (for the most recent
line deleted ), auto-insert to rejustify the
current paragraph while new text is being
inserted, search and replace; block move,
printer control characters, variahle window
size, variable form length to adjust for
different paper sizes, variable copy number,
variable spacing, page numbering, and so
on.

Tasword 3 is, up to this point, a powerful
but fairly standard word processor,
However, there are a number of clever
features which are more advanced than
some packages designed for much more
expensive systems; for instance a word
buffer which makes it practically impossible
to “out-type” the program, Data Merge
Filing for producing multiple copies of files
with varying headings, say, conditional
printing (by which information held in a
data merge file can control whether a

FLetter of 161h MRSt 9
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document is printed or not), a tutorial
program on the microdrive, and a wide
range of customisation options for making
personalised back-ups.

Tasprint and Tasword Two files can be
used, providing the correct conversion
procedure given in the T3 manual is
followed.

Unless the inability to transfer Tasword
to a disk system puts you off, the facilities
and reliability of the product should make
it an attractive purchase. | didn't find it as
user-friendly as Last Word, but this is
perhaps some reflection of the number of
facilities available, and would probably be
overcome with familiarity. €

Program Tasword 3
Supplier Tasman Software
Price £16.50

Format Microdrive

he much-anticipated Writer progiram is

an attempt to out-perform every word-
processing package available for home
computers, and on the evidence of my
acguaintance with it so far, it in fact beats
many professional packages.

Most of the standard text handling
facilities are similar to Tasword 3 or Last
Word. The Writer loads in black and white,
hut you can customise the screen colours to
suit your taste. The status line above the
text window gives you information on file
name, line and column number, insert,/
delete/overwrite modes, caps lock on/off,
and so on. Pressing the Edit key accesses
the main menu bar, which includes FILE,
EDIT, TEXT. SEARCH, FORMAT and HELP.
The HELP menus are only available on the
microdrive version of the program.

Using GRPH mode you can use a number
of accented characters including the
German double-s, C-cedilla, grave and acute
¢, and so on. Wordwrap can be enabled or
disabled, there's a full search-and-replace
facility, page numbering (Arabic or Romant),
headers and footers, printer control
characters for underlining, a wide range of
printer driver options. compatibility with
Tasword 2 and Quill files, and so on and so
on. However, the normal word processor
facilities are just the start of what The
Writer can do. Firstly, it can be customised
or operate either with a joystick or with a
Kempston mouse. The pull-down menu
system is comparable to that of the Apple
Macintosh, so using it with a mouse is the
natural move, Using the Mouse eliminates
much of the tedium of selecting the correct
control keys, which is the major bug-bear of
some word-processors. You can still use key
commands even if you have the mouse in
operation.

Secondly, The Writer takes into account
the fact that some printers can cope with
over 80 column, especially when using
condensed modes. The Writer can display
up to 127 columns of text, with a scrolling
display.

I have not used any other program which
has true printer spooling. You can actually
write one document while another is
printing out — and on the 128K version, it's
possible to hold up to five documents in
memory simultaneously.

The Writer is Wordstar file compatible, so
you can take vour files homes from the 1BM
PC in work, and load them into the humble
Spectrum, via the RS-232 on Interface 1.

There are also not one but three forms of
mail merge; a WRITE/INCLUDE function
which will pull any microdrive file into your
document, a more sophisticated mail merge
using some simple Basic programming to
merge lists of names and addresses into the
text, and a third option using the
forthcoming Filer program.

Perhaps most impressive is the Print
Merge facility, which has some capabilities
which 1 found quite astounding. It allows
you to merge texts at the time of printing,
and set up variables using GET and PUT
commands, which can be updated at the
time of printing. Conditional printing makes
the program print a certain document, or
part of a document, only if a condition set
by a variable is satisfied. For instance, you
could set up a letter reminding a number of
clients about overdue debts, and two
alternative final paragraphs, such that if the
debt is over under £500 the letter reads

“ .. and we would appreciate payment as
soon as possible”, while if the debt is over
£500 it reads * . . . and the boys will be
around Lo break your legs tomorrow.”

Numeric variables can also be handled in
the program, to such a level of complexity
that you could, for instance, from a single
given amount print the original, final price
including VAT, and the VAT charge
separately.

SOPTECHNICE

by &, L

Needless to say, SofTechnics has made
sure that any printer can be supported. This
isn't just a vague promise — apparently any
printer which can be attached to the
Spectrum can be supported by The Writer,
using user definable printer definition files.
Some of the commonly-used interfaces are
ready-defined (Kempston, ZX, etc), but the
customising feature allows you to tackle any
RS-232 or Centronics printer.

What else do you want? Well, apart from
the microdrive transfer facility on the
cassette, there ae Opus, Beta, and other disk
versions coming. It's also possible to
integrate files from the Artist graphics
program, and the forthcoming Filer,
Database and Spredsheet programs.
Eventually SofTechnics hopes to offer a
complete integrated system for business and
uses such as page make-up for desk-top
publishing.

This has necessarily only been an
overview of some of the facilities of The
Writer. There are so many facilities available
that it would take a book to thoroughly
explore all of them. One thing is certain,
though; with the Tasword2 compatibility
and the promise of forthcoming compatible
software releases, The Writer presents
Spectrum users with yet another worthy
contender in the wordprocessing stakes.

Program The Writer

Supplier SofTechnics

Price £17.95

Format Cassette, m/drive and disk
forthcoming
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JUST WHERE DOES THE
AMSTRAD TAKEOVER LEAVE
OWNERS AND POTENTIAL
PURCHASERS OF SINCLAIR
MICROS? CHRISTINA ERSKINE
FINDS OUT

Sinclair’s future shock

Sinclair users and software companies
alike have been left in a quandary by
Alan Sugar's announcement of April 3, that
he had picked up the rights to Sinclair's
computers for a mere £5 million.
Confusion and speculation have
surrounded the deal and what it means for
the Spectrum, software support, the repair
service, and Sinclair’s idiosvncratic
peripherals ever since, and no-one seems
particularly keen to clarify things.

Bunker .

The real losers, so far, appear to be those
with faulty Spectrums, especially those who
sent them in for repair shortly before the
deal was announced. Amstrad says it's not
its problem, while Sinclair Research has
retreated to its bunker at Milton Hall, near
Cambridge, although it won't be there
much longer; the building is up for sale,

The repairs issue is the one causing most
confusion among Spectrum owners. The
truth is that Spectrums sent in for repair
before the deal and not vet returned really
aren’t Amstrad's problem. Amstrad did not
buy Sinclair, lock. stock and barrel. It
bought rights to the Sinclair name, rights
to manufacture its computers, and the
existing stock.

The answer then is to contact Sinclair
Reseach, or SRL, as it is now known, at
Milton Hall, Milton, Cambridge CB4 4AE
(0223 B62661 ).Repairs are still its
responsibility.

As for those whose Spectrums go wrong
now, the message is clear. Don't send them
to Amstrad, which is currently selling
Spectrum stocks overseas, but take them

¥iI/POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY

back to the retailer.

And what of those who had been
thinking of buying a Spectrum? Should
they do so now, or wait until Amstrad's
intended enhanced version appears?

Here,it is really a question of your own
patience. All Amstrad has said is that it will
bring out a Spectrum micro, “Son of
Spectrum”, as Alan Sugar, Amstrad’s
chairman termed it, for this Christmas, with
a tape deck and for around £140, and that
it will be a no-compromise entertainment
machine. That was at the beginning of
April, and there has been no official word
since of any confirmation of this. So, if
vou're put off by the Spectrum’s squidgy
kevboard, or lack of joystick port, don't
bank on Amstrad rectifving these. It hasn't
said it will, however much it may seem a
sensible course to take.

Cartridges
Recent speculation has sugdested pushing
the memory up to 256K Ram, and a facility
to use Astron credit-card style cartridges. It
remains to be seen whether such is indeed
the case. There have also been reports that
Amstrad may produce the comparable ‘super
Spectrum’, codenamed Loki, which was
being developed at Sinclair before the deal
went through. The specification of Loki
allowed for superior graphics and
gamesplay, but it is not clear what stage of
development the machine had reached, nor
whether Amstrad will press ahead with it.
On the Spectrum peripherals side, many
Microdrive users are worried about
continued suppart — and are wondering if
they should junk the whole Microdrive idea

and go back to cassette.

This again is up to SRL (Sinclair).
However, the news for microdrive cartridges
may be gloomy. Any new QL now looks
likely to use floppy discs rather than
microdrives (see Popular Computing
Weekly, News Desk, May 15). Continued
supply will probably depend on continued
demand. Again, contact SRL.

Spectrum 128 owners will have noticed
that there is not much in the way of
specific software Lo convince them it was
worth shelling out for the new machine.
Many of the software companies have
postponed plans to bring out 128 versions
of titles — or new releases especially for the
128 = until they know how long a life these
programs will have under the Amstrad
regime.

Exceptions

For 128-specific titles that are out, see the
survey elsewhere in this supplement.
Unfortunately, you cannot expect much
more 128-only products until Amstrad’s
plans become clearer. Rest assured that the
vast majority of Spectrum Plus programs
will run on the 128,

The salient exceptions appear to be Elite
{Firebird — compatible version in
development), Fairlight (The Edge),
Impossible Mission (US Cold), Laser Basie,
Laser Compiler (Ocean [1Q), Macadam
Bumper (PSS), They Sold a Million (Hit
Squad ), Tomahawk (Digital Integration) and
World Series Baseball (Imagine).

Only time will tell whether the popularity
of the Spectrum can survive Amstrad’s
marketing it as an entertainment machine.

29,98 MAY 1888
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NEW!

M/DRIVE DOCTOR
(Spectrum 48K/ + [128K)

Extends BASIC to provide extra disk-like commands.
*Rename facility *Sector restorer *Full catalogue
*MEGAFORMAT (1058-120K) *Cartridge clone (2
drives) *Merge ANY program *Default drives and
wildcards *File finder *Printer output *Special com-
mands for advanced users and much more. Compati-
ble with all Interface One ROM types. Included is a full
sector editor program for on screen alteration of data.

*". .. . this program is an excellent buy . . . useful to
anyone who uses microdrives seriously . . . Highly
recommended” (Simon Goodwin - Author QL
SUPERCHARGE).

*“excellent utility..." (S. Crow - Ruthor
STARQUAKE)

AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER ONLY. SUPPLIED ON CAR-
TRIDGE COMPLETE WITH A 2500 WORD USER MAN-
UALFOR£7.50inc P & P. (Price £8.50 inclusive outside
UK) .

QL version coming soon. Enquire for details.

SEND CHEQUES/P.O TO:

‘PIPEQ SYSTEMS'

e PIPEQ
LLIS VALLEY W,

pousvaurtvey - SYSTEIVIS

HERTS ENS 2UH

HIGH RESOLUTION
COLOUR MONITOR

Essential for text and s
superb for graphics
14" SCREEN RESOLUTION (585 x 895 PIXELS)
from only £249.95 inc vAT
SOUND FACILITY AVAILABLE
£17.50 T

Available in Wood or Metal Case | Cwomal
for SPECTRUM, SINCLAIR QL and BBC..£249.95 inc VAT
for AMSTRAD in 5volt and 12volt supplies£264.95 inc VAT
for ATARI 520 and 1040 ..........cccoovnnnnn... £269.95 inc VAT
ff{t;‘nd Facility for spectrum Amstrad and Atari, £17.50 inc

Spectrum requires RGB converter, £28.95
Metal box £19.95 extra

All models include inverse switch and TTL/Analogue
switch suitable for other computers — Please ask
COD er Send your cheque to:
CHROMAGRAPHICA, 135 Cliff Road, Hornsea, North Humberside HUIS 1JB
Telephone: 0482 881 065 (days) 04012 4699 (evenings)
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

NAME.. ... =i
TELEPHONE .. e COMPUTER .o sseiismrsissmpmess

Please supply: Chroma | £24995 + £995 carriage. Converter ffor
Spectrum 48) £28.95 inc. VAT, Sound £17.50 inc VAT

[TV et e ORI Wood ) Metal []  soe0m

vililPOPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY

FREE SOFTWARE*
FREE 15 MONTHS MEMBERSHIP

A greal new home computer club now under wayl! Savings on software &
books from 25% and up to 40% oM R.R.P. originals only. You're never
committed to any makes for software or books nor are you committed to Buy.
Every two months you get a soltware updale, Iree software & game playing
tips. Savings on hardware from 15% and up to 30% ot R.R.P. not ust joyslicks
but & wide range of peripherals for your computer, Normally membarship is
£15 lor 12 months but for a limited peried only membership is FREE for 15
months when you buy jus! one of the pragrams listed below, choose one of the
emphasised programs as your free bi-monthly software. Our club |s designed
for all Amsirad CPC, X, Spectrum 48K & + , Commoadore 64 and 128

SPECTRUM
ALE 3L THE: GOONES N LORD OF ThE FINGE A
ELitE Vg TOMAHA W (] BALK 100 THE FUITIIFE 0 A
Ty CENI ERgE WANTER GAMES L Jas BATTLE @F THE FLANETS LT
ARERA £ s NG, FOREE (s THEY 5000 & MELLON A
DAMBUSTERS £ L ARG [ ¥ESOD Coaes THE FOURTH PROTOCHL kL]
WATERL G0 £ e TSI | MESSION € e SECREY DUARY 0F AMOLE fan
CraEmAuN 0% SURE THAME LRLE - THE WOAM (% RaRADES L wos
FRRLHT T DESERTS AATS EBos BAOAGHE MA( L (5 FAME L ags
TIFTRBOWL £ 094 DESERT SRR WAY CF 11 E1P DORG
AUSTERLITY £ 058 STFRE & [ 1 el Eaas
HES FINES T HOUR (&L EATATER [u
One of these Mastertronic games it FREE when you buy ane of the above
programs:

“ DEVILS CROWN * CAVES OF DOOM *
*/ONE MAN & HIS DROID * FORMULA ONE SIMULATOR * SOUL OF A ROBOT *

Who said anything about you don't have a choice in soltware?

“ BUSINESS * UTILITIES * EDUGATION * ARCADE *
* ADVENTURE * ARCADE ADVENTURE * SIMULATION * STRATEGY *

These are just a lew hardware prices which are exclusive to our club
members:

AN MIUBE JISCHER I 5dis (1 EXSCOVERY 1 B85
BROTHER it FEIN] A LT & OPUS BSCOVERY 2 £
[EFEDN i B0 PNTER TF2 50 SALE FUTE KEVBORRDE f s
M) E00 PRNIER L3306 BINCLAR EXPANEON PADK [ L .
MICROWITES £US 7451 L2000

Qur complete price list Is much bigger than this, lor-any enquiries thal you may
have please ring 0473 218229 MON-FRI Sam-4pm (it's much quicker than
writing)

Please make cheques/postal orders payable to T.L. DAVIS All priced lems
inciude posinge & packing except hardware items balow £100, a/so are correc!
when going lo press.

Post to. THE T.L. DAVIS HOME COMPUTER CLUB,
286 WOODBRIDGE ROAD,
IPSWICH,
SUFFOLK,
IP4 2QU., LSPLI0

MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner la a sophimicated Pools

predicuon ad. I comes complate with the larges database

available - 22000 matches ovar 10 years. Ths databass updatas

automatically as results coma in.

® PREDICTS Mot just SCOREDRAWS, but AWAYS, HOMES
and NO SCORES.

® SUCCESSFUL SELEC guaranies that Poolswinner parforms
significantly baner than chance.

® ADAPTABLE Probabiliies are given on eyery fixmre -
choosa as many selections as you need [or your bet. The :
procise prediction formala can be set by the user - you can Bozwd, with detaded
develop and lest your own uniqua mathod. [T Ry e

® SIMPLEDATAENTRY Allteam names are in the program. Simply type in the referance
nurbers from the screen. Or use FIXGEN 1o produce fixture lim awomatically (sea below)

® DISCMICRODEIVE COMPATINLE Tapes supplied with eonversion instrctions

@& PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy printoul of data if you have & priniar,

AVAILABLE FOR Spectrum (48K}, Commadara B4, VIC 20 (+ 16K), AMSTRAD,

BBCB, Atari (48K), ZX81 (16K), Dragon, Apple [, ELECTRON

PRICE £15.00 (all inclusive)

AT LAST: No mere struggling for hours Io got the
FIICEN B0/ Zmmaieimo e oo, PRGEN baeboen
‘with all Eng/
fxtures lor 13855, lrlrplhhd.mn. and the full fsnire lm is
genarated in seconds. compatible with Poclswinnar.

POOLSWINNER with FIXGEN £16.50 (all inclusive)

NOT JUST A TIFSTER
PROGRAM, Coursewinnar
and occasional punters alike
You can devalop and 1om your own unique winning symam by adjusting the
analysis formuls, or usa the program in simple mode. Coursewinner V3 uses
utatistical analysis of major {actors inchuding past form, speed ratings, course
matimics, priza monay, welght, going, trainer and jockey (omm eic, eic. i
ourputs most Hicely winnars, good long odda bots, forecasts, tricasts oto. The
darabase includes vital course statistics for all British courses. You can update
the databasa - naver goes out of date.
AY RILABLE FOR Specarum { 1. Commedors 84, KBG {§), AMSTRAD, Asari [48E), Apple
PRICE £15.00 (all Inclusive) iacksdes Fat AND Natisnal Bunt versiens.

Sand Cheques/POs lor retwn of post service to . . .
phone 24 fus SOFTA RE phone 24 he
37 COUNCILLOR LANE, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE. & 061-428 7425

i Send oy full Javt of ouy soltwang )

2928 MAY 1985
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supplement

IS BIGGER ALWAYS BETTER?

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH 128K
THAT YOU CAN'T DO WITH 48K?

JOHN MINSON LOOKS AT 128 GAMES

Bm‘.k in the old days, when Sinclair was
synonymous with Sir Clive and not
Sugar, the Spectrum 128 launch was
heralded with a hall full of software houses,
seduced into producing games for the
expanded (and more importantly, audible)
machine, Still, the churls of the computer
press said it was too little, too late and at
too great a cost.

Now the marketing strategy of Amstrad is
set to change all that. The spectrum Plus is
being off-loaded like aerials from a car hool
and the 128 has fallen to the price we said
it should have been all along. In fact. with a
probable revamping in time for Christmas
{built-in tape recorder and almost certainly
a joystick socket), it's about to become Lhe
machine we wanted all along!

This is sure to create renewed interest
from the software houses, most of whom
would tell you — off the record naturally -
that even at the launch they didn't intend
to follow up their initial titles until they'd
seen how the machine was selling.

Bundling
Ocean were the lucky people to get their
product bundled with the micro, so there's
no avoiding Daley Thompsan's Super Test
128 or The Never linding Story. These
demonstrate the two most common traits of
128 conversigns — improved sound and the
avoidance of multi-loads! Both are highly
proficient, have nice music to make use of
the new sound chip and provide an
introduction to keyboard punishing arcade
games (was this a Sinclair ploy Lo write off
their new machines quickly? ) and accessible

—

X

' L
The Hole.
Go i

. Bm&‘llfl 5?‘

adventuring for the newcomer to
computing. But for the already hardened
hacker thev hold few thrills,

Odin and related label Thor have a trio of
games in Nodes of Yesod, Arc of Yesod and
Rahin of the Wood. The first two are in the
arcade adventure mode though that’s no
bad thing when they're as well done as this.
128 means better music and added amusing
touches, like the mole belching once it's
gaten its way through the moon. The main
guibble is that Arc is really just more of the
same of Nodes. Robin is a Sabre Wulfe
variation with some lovely medieval music.
Still, would vou really want to buy them if
vou'd already got the 48K versions?

Mikro-Gen's Three Weeks in Paradise and
Gargoyle’'s Sweeva’s Whirled indicate
another possibility for programmers with all
that extra RAM to use. Wally Week has a
whaole new area of Can Nibble Island to
explore, though unless you are careful you
may well miss the top secret sea-bed missile
base. This was generally reckoned to be the
best of the Wally games and certainly I'd
choose the expanded version any time.

The same goes for Sweevo, a classic of 3D
madness, which gains an extra BOK of
lunacy with new levels for the fruit filled
world of wumpuses and geese. Blow me if
there aren't noses sprouting from the floor
now. Once again, the expansion of a quahty
product has resulted in a tempting
purchase.

Improvements
The course of improving on program size
has also been followed by Martech with
Samantha Fox Strip Poker (and no, that
doesn’t mean a bigger Sam, perish the
thought!). I've not actually seen this but
apparently it boasts vel more grainy
pictures of famed intellectual displaying her
most outstanding features. If you merely
want to gaze at these protuberances I'd
advise purchasing a copy of The Scum.
However if you want a decent game of seven
card poker the program provides it — on the
Sam-less side which is presumably the same
as the 48K version.

One game that has undeniably gained
from being reworked is Domark’s gory
Roman ramble, Gladiator. In its ariginal
version it was decidedly a case of nice
graphics, shame about the game play. Now
not only have the backgrounds been added
to and the combatants generally tarted up
hut the original clumsy control system has
been jetisonned. This means that you now
have a chance of stabbing vour opponent in
the kidneys, chopping at his legs and
stabbing him through the adam’s apple. All
good clean fun for an ambitious slave!

Of more interest is The Planefs, from
Martech, which calls for several loads in its
48K version.

dap
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t an amazing £99.95 Discovery deals a crushing blow to every
Spectrum disc drive system on the market. Now it's not just
the best equipped disc drive you can buy, it's also the cheapest.

Choose Discovery and you'll find a system packed with brilliant features:
® 3427250 K DISC DRIVE

@ DOUBLE DENSITY DISC INTERFACE

® JOYSTICK INTERFACE

@ PRINTER INTERFACE

® VIDEO MONITOR INTERFACE

® RAM DISC FACILITY

@ BUILT-IN POWER SUPPLY FOR DISCOVERY AND SPECTRUM

DISCOVERY

CRUSHES THE
COMPETITION

NOW
ONLY

BS990

All this for only £99.95. And now there’s even more!

% FREE TRANS-EXPRESS UTILITY PROGRAM —
TRANSFERS YOUR FAVOURITE TAPE SOFTWARE TO DISC

% CHOICE OF DISCOVERY FOR THE 48K OR 128K SPECTRUM
#* FULL 12 MONTH WARRANTY

% COMPREHENSIVE USER MANUAL

# OPUS DELIVERY PLEDGE

The Opus package is unbeatable value We guarantee you delivery within
72-hours of receiving your order and it's absolutely FREE.,

To order your Discovery call the Opus Sales Hotline now on 0737 65080
or post the coupon. Dealer and Education enquiries welcomed. Special
export rates available.

r— T — e — M M SN M GSAPY SERS GEND SRS S EENS S BN SO BENSt S e ST M E—
To: Opus Supplies Limited, 55 Ormside Way, Holmethorpe Industrial Estate. Redhill. Surrey. -I
l Please rush me the following: (PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE) |

DISCOVERY unit(s) at £114.94

l | enclose a cheque for E or please debit my credit card |
| account with the amount of £

| My Access[ | Visa[ Jmoiss[TTTTT T[] il;{
| MycOMPUTERIS: Mask Dspec+ [l128Kitickbox) POR CW |
| name I
| ADpRESS . |
! & '




supplement

Disappointment concerning Technician
Ted from Hewson's. A good enough game in
its day it now looks long in the tooth and | P L P TR G LA o b st I e e ek
don't quite understand their reason for
adding to the size of this amiably daft
arcade adventure. Similarly, The Rocky
Horror Show from CRL has gained too little
to make such improvement on the original.
It's just a slightly louder, three voice
version of The Time Warp.

Talking of music, I'm still to see the
bigger. better version of Melbourne House's
Music Box, which has lost its Wham tag
(that should douhle sales as peaple are no
longer scareéd off by the picture of the
deadly duo). Apparently it still retains its
odd system of notation but the sound is
much improved by the new chip and it's
one of the few programs to properly exploit
the machine. s B e |

We're also still waiting for Fairlight 128 Ted s Den !
from The Edge, who Lell us that Swedish
programming ace Bo Jangeborg gol guite ;
carried away adding new passages and areas 3 The Maga-Mix %t' e e e e e a e e
which provide alternative methads of T
solving the secret of Castle Avars, A brief

o e e S S i B e e e g s

There are several games here
for which bigger does mean
hetter, which is all very well,
but | still reckon you'd have to
be a double sized fan to
duplicate with double memory
versions if vou are merely
upgrading. There is one
software house who have put
their faith in the machine to
such an extent that they've
developed an entirely original

It's to be hoped game for it though. That
that Bo is now hard NSNS company is Mastertronic and
)| at work on Fairlight their title, retailing at only
il IT'which is being designed specifically with £2.99 in the MAD range, is no cheapo

21 the 128 in mind. And on the subject of The  gquickie either.

sneak preview
indicated improved
music too, plus
some new skeleton
p guards and a grisly
i 43 oy death mask that
- «+i| appears when lIsvar
s+ 4+ loses his life - so
siaiial grisly, in fact, that
o it's likely to be
e e oo ol removed from the
*eeel  release version!

Edge, they're still promising us graphics Knight Tyme is-a highly successful sequel
foeis package The Artist for the 128 with a host to animated graphics adventure,
el of features, plus word processor The Writer Spellbound. This time Magic Knight is cast
o which will also take advantage of the adrift on a spaceship and has to find his

way back to his own time with the help of
y ! its various odd inmates. Once again the

Y /| w R brilliant windowing system has been used

sy 4] it SN for commands but the real advantage of the

T K =Y incredised memory size is the number of
" L] -

locations,

_______ expanded memory.

Potential
At first it may all seem rather limited, but
that's only because nobody will listen to
you except two droids and the ship’s
computer. Solve the problem of gaining
some authority and you can command the
captain to fly vou to the moon — or round
the galaxy, at least, in search of a solution
to your temporal tantrum.

So full marks to Mastertronic for
producing the first crucial 128 purchase.
Others are sure to follow now the machine
is credibly priced and seems set at the low
end of the Spectrum market (what will the
software houses make of the even bigger
version, rumoured to be on the way?). Until
then shell out a meagre £2.99 but spend
the rest of your money carefully until
programs that properly address the RAM’s
potential appear.

———2 YHE BRIBA
-
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Digital Drum System
for the Spectrum

TROJAN

CAD-MASTER

THEULTIMATE IN GRAPHICSTOOLS

SUPERB GRAPHICS SOFTWAR
PLUS
A TOP QUALITY LIGHT PEN

Discover the exciting world of creating your own
graphics on screen.
@ FREEHAND DRAW - 5 pen thicknesses inc. Quills
@ PAINT BRUSH - for the artislic touch
® FILL ANY SHAPE - use 16 colours and 11 pattems.
® GEOMETRIC SHAPES - circles, boxas, triangles, lines
& banding.
¢ DYNAMIC RUBBER BANDING on all geometric aptions.
@ PIN-POINT FUNCTION - for pixel accuracy on all functions.

Plus many more loo numerous to mention in this ad. All these
features in tha Program + a top quality Light Pen and an
Instruction booklel in one reasonably priced package. Easy 1o use
for creating colourfull pictures or technical drawings. Ideal for use
by all ages of micro users. Full back-up service from o
manufacturars. Available at good dealers or direct £ NLy
from Trojan Products. L
Please state which Micro. Pack

NROYAN| =

Micro Computer Software & Accessories
Send chequa/P.0. 1o,
TROJAN PRODUCTS (PCW1)
166, Darlwyn, Dunvant, Swansea SA2 TPF
Tal (0792) 205491
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED

our SpecDrum!—

8 DIGITALLY RECORDED REAL DRUM SQUNDS

SIMPLE TO USE=UP AND RUNHNING IN ONLY MINUTES

A TRAUE DIGITAL DRUM MACHINE

‘REAL TIME" OR ON SCREEN PROGRAMMING

COMPLETE WITH SOFTWARE

EXTRA SOUNDS CAN BE LOADED FROM TAPE

COMPREHENSIVE MANUAL

THE MOST EXCITING PERIPHERAL EVER DEVELOPED

DYNAMIC FILING SYSTEM — STORE OVER 1000

PRAOGARAMMED

RAHYTHMS

= TAPE SYNC
FACILITY

® SOMGS CAN

BE SAVED

ON TAPE

+ POLYPHONIC

* CAEATIVE,
EDUCATIONAL
AND FUN

INTO MOST
HIFI'S

NEW KITS AVAILABLE from £3.99

Available from A8 ‘S=0E High St. Stores and all good
compulershops ordirect from Cheetah Marketing

LA E b f g o 1T \
P
i T

WD Software

For the SINCLAIR QL.:
JOSS £15 on mdv or 5%4" fip, £17 on 372" fip
Forget syntax errors and mistyped names in file commands! Just move a
cursor and press SPACE, Cursor keys ar joystick allows access to up lo 8
microdrives and all the discs your interface witll handla, with up to 150 files
an aach. Scroll & print directories, COPY, DELETE or PRINT any file, select
TV or Manitor made baefore LOADIng/RUNNing a program. Use keyboard
anly 1o set date or label a medium. Easy to use with Psion or other software.
No silly icons 1o learn — JOSS will tell you what it's doingl Mass

cowing.ﬂprinlincgsuﬁlitius and ‘%%m mmar's toolkit. Specify dic size, tracks
and interface (CST, Cumana, L, MicroPeripherals) or microdrive only,
RefQL? £11 on 2 mdvs or 1 32" flp, £9 on 5%4",

For usa with ARCHIVE 2, comtains 1300 useful references and a search/print
program. Find programs, articles and reviews buried in the magazines on
your shelf! Cheap updates of earlier edition.

Mdv extension cable (8") £5.50. Add 2% Microdrives to your QL
Joystick Adaptor £4.99

Forthe QL, Spectrum (all), BBC & Electron:

WD Morse Tutor £4 cassette, £6 mdv or 54", £8 314",
Taach yoursalf 1o read Morsa Code. From absolute beginning to 18
words/minute. Feadback on screen or printer. Rendom latters, numbers or
mixed, 100 random sentences, many helpful featuras include phanatic
speech via Currah Micro-Speach (Spectrum). Discs unsuitable for BBC B+

For the Sinclair Spectrum (48/128k):

WorDfinder 2 £8 cassette
16,000 word vocabulary, 3 to 10 letters long.
WorDfinder 3 £10 on mdv or 5%4" disc, £12 on 312",

19,000 word vocabulary, 3 to 12 letters long, Solves anagrams and
missing-letter words. Very fast machine coda, Update WorDiinder 1 for £2.

disc versions are Opus, TR (Beta) and SPDY.
export hardware and third-party software. Ask for lists.

In advanca, in STERLING or British k branches, International Giro,
Postal Ordor or ACCESS/MasterCard. Add £1 outside Europe for AIRMAIL

from:
WDSoftware (PCW), Hilltop, St Mary, Jersey, C.l.
Tel 0534 81392




Ramball rampage!

JOHN MINSON PREVIEWS THE EDGE'S

TECHNICALLY STUNNING NEW

SPECTRUM GAME, BOBBY BEARING

here are still pleasant surprises to be

had in the software industry. One of
those came the way of Tim Langdell of The
Edge recently in the shape of Fig. Fig is two
brothers, Trevor Figgins who does the
screen design and Robert who does the
programming and who literally walked in
off the street with a cassette.

“I'm not very good at writing code,” he
explained to Langdell. What appeared on
the screen gave the lie to that statement
immediately. Prior to this Fig had made
some contributions to 16/48 tape magazine
but though the graphics had been great
they were lacking in game play. But though
this was his first real game, Robert Figgins
had done things that Tim Langdell had
previously thought impossible. So impressed
was he that he consulted Fairlight
programmer Bo Jangeborg, who also
marvelled at the techniques employed.
Robert hadn't realised that vou weren't
supposed to be able to do certain things -
and had just gone ahead and done them!

The game in question is available at the
end of May and goes by the name of Bobby
Bearing. If that suggests a Marble Madness
style program, you wouldn't be far wrong
which means it's entering an increasingly
competitive market with the likes of
Quazatron and Spindizzy. But, Bobby
Bearing has enough features thal are
unique and endearing to turn it into
something special.

The first of these is none other than
spherical hero Robert Bearing Esq. He's
hardly your standard bland ball as he's got
an expressive face which registers pain
when you allow him to bump off a cliff.
He's alsp an example of ingenious
programming. While circular objects in
previous games of the type have had to be
held in the micro’s memory as cubes, Fig

L IBAR I AD AAROHITIRDS WESCKE 1

has found a way af creating a true sphere.
This means that you can roll Bobby
through a circular hole with only a pixel's
clearance on any side!

The landscape too is a masterpiece of
crazy programmed paving with some
fiendish gradients and indentations which
make it more like a pin ball machine at
times. The speed of Bobby's rolling progress
round the curves is impressively smooth.
Normally you'd avoid getting crushed below
the falling blocks but allow yourself the
masochistic luxury just once so that you
can admire the animation which allows
Bobby to be squashed and note that the
higher the hammer, the flatter our
hero gets!

So to the plot.
Bobby's family has
been kidnapped
(ballnapped?) by the
evil bearing
muggers who you'll
recognise from their
sharpened teeth. He
has to locate and
rescue his brothers
then when the
fraternal task's
complete he goes
for the hardest part,
to retrieve his
cousin. This is a
quest that only a
Ramball could
complete.
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His mission is made dangerous not only
by the evil halls who have various levels of
intelligence, some being clever enough to
lie in wait to push Bobby off a ledde as he
rolls by, but also by crushers, magnets and
air-ducts. These last mentioned cause course
problems when it comes to keeping to the
straight and narrow though they can also
be beneficial because some are linked to
switches and if you manipulate them
carrectly they will help you on your way.

Once a sibling has been located Bobby
has to push him back to safety, and if vou
thought dodging all those hazards was bad
enough alone, you wait till you've got the
added burden of a brother to propel past
the traps. Naturally momentum has been
included to make it all especially nasty.

There are 150 screens of this, which flip
smoothly as Bobby moves across them, and
the price has been set at a bargain £7.95.
This is £2 cheaper than standard Edge price
and has heen done, Tim Langdell explains,
because of his faith in the program’s sales
potential. Going by my preview, I can only
agree. Bobby Bearing is certainly more than
just another load of old balls! <
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Introducing “Curvispace 3D™!
Experience the 3D arcade game you've all been waiting for from the producers
of the award winning “Farlight”




Nominated for the “Worst Vegetable Movie of all Time”
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~* Based on one of those all-
time lows in the world of movie
making that were actually
nominated for a Golden Turkey
Award, the Attack of the Killer
Tomatoes squelches on to your
screens courtesy of Global
Software

~* It's a bit of a sauce, really.
There's Wimp Plashott, workin
away in the PuraTom {tmﬁ
processing plant, when
suddenly, several hundred killer
tomatoes turn on you,

£ .
% Rotten, aren’t they?

£ :
> All you have to do is ta help

Wimp keep the Pizza Parlours
well supplied with purée while
attempting to hammer the reds
before they can do the same to
you.

FL .
—~+ Sounds absolutely killing,

doesn't it?

T
- But can you stand the sight
of rivers running red? And have
you got the bottle for it?

8
“\ If you haven't, hard squish!

Available for: Spectrum 48K, all
Amstrad CPC machines and all
MSX 64K machines =e—
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Available through all
good dealers

Send cheques & P.0.'s to:

PO Box 67 London SW11 1BS
Tel:01-228 1360




