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New virus shocker

THE Amiga Virus has found its
way on to official sofiware from a
London dealer. The problem seems
to be caused by shop demonstra-
tion machines being infected and
the virus then passing to demon-
stration copies of the game,
Three out of 20 copies of the
Electronic Arts Test Drive at GMB
Eleetronics in London's Tottenham
Court Road produced the familiar

message “Something wonderful
has happened. Your Amiga is
alive”.

A GMB spokesperson confirmed
that the 17 virus-free copies had
since been sold.

“People were desperate for it
We informed them that the games

might have the virus and we sold
the games only to people familiar
to the Amiga who would know
what to do if the virus appeared,”
4 spokesperson said.

At first, Mark Lewis, European
publisher of Electronic Arts was
under the impression that the pro-
blem with the copies of Test Drive
was caused by people trying to load
the game prematurely, When told
that the virus message had ap-
peared, he denied that the virus
was present at Electronic Arts.

“There is no way the copies
could have come straight from the
duplicator. There i no Amiga in-
volved in the process,”" he said. It
was his opinion that the games

Gremlin’s film

Courtesy of Cannon Films

MASTER Of The Universe is the
first live-action film to have been
created from a toy-line and, having
acquired its  exclusive licence,
Gremlin recently released a com-
puter game based on the film,
Gremlin boss, lan Stewart, is
‘ahsolutely  confident” that the
game will be a success, predomin-

antly because Cannon had an al-
most unlimited budget in promot-
ing the film. “It was one of the best
organised launches concerning a
film company,” said Stewart.

Mo child could have escaped the
Masters mania over Christmas and
Gremlin were there riding on the
back of all the hype.

+ Tes! Drive.

were not pristine copies.

The spokesperson for GMB Elec-
tronics was adamant. "The copies
came direct via courier from Elec-
tronic Arts. So far as we are
concerned, they are the genuine
thing."

It is possible for Virus to get on
to discs, since new discs are sent

continued on page 7

action

Pizza Hut and the Daily Mirror
were among those giving special
offers on the Masters film and
associated products.

Stewart's faith in the product
was reflected by the fact that the
game actually pre-empted the
film's Boxing Day release by ten
days. Normally, the game version

would follow the film a few
months later, in case the film
flopped.

Many film-licensed games de-
viate from the actual storyline,
merely using the main character,
According to Stewart, the Masters
Of The Universe computer game
remains faithful to the motion
picture.

Five key elements from the film
have been chosen and Gremlin has
made these into different parts of
the game, providing considerable
variation in gameplay.

In addition, some of the char-
acters of the film are also incorpo-

continued on page 6
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-EDITORIAL

CONTENTS

prepares to turn its back on all those socks, book
tokens and, yes, computers, we cannot help wondering
what will be the big deal for Christmas 1988,

Think it through. There is clearly & gap opening in the
now ageing games computer market. After six or seven
years the market for games computers has crystallised with
a number of groups - the youngsters playing games for the
first time, dedicated users of a particular machine, and
older users who started on a Spectrum and now use an
Amiga or Atari.

In those circumstances the whole affair starts to look
rather tired. All the machines on offer, brilliant though they
are, are variations on a now elderly and rather limited
format. It happens to be a format successful enough to pay
many salaries, but the keyboard/joystick/monitor way of
manipulating blobs of colour, on New Year's Eve, looks
distinctly passé,

The vast sales of the Atari 5T during the festive season
have proved that it still has a strong attraction but are we
really to believe that the combined brains of Atari,
Commodore, Amstrad and the rest can provide nothing
better? If that is the case, the market will surely stagnate in
two years at best.

It is obvious that a radical injection of new life must and
will be put into games computing. It must be for new people
to be attracted to it as a leisure activity. We are often told
that the market is “growing up”', although this is more often
cited as evidence of a shift towards 16-bit machines. As a
self-fulfilling prophecy on the part of hardware manufac-
turers it sounds limiting.

Atari has already nailed its colours to the mast of the
future with its soon-come CD-Rom machine. Obviously that
kind of interactive video/computer game concept is the
thing of the future, but whereas some see it happening in
five years, there is every reason to suspect that the late
1980s will mark its arrival in a big way.

One company has its finger in several of these pies
already. It has also proved its ability to bring new
combinations of existing technologies to the market at an
exceptionally low price. For Christmas 1988 look for the
Amstrad interactive CD unit.

Christmas is over for another year. As the nation

John Brissenden
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Elite makes 16-bit debut in 88

Bugay Boy on-the ST

ELITE has announced details
about a range of software to be
made available for the Atari ST
and Amiga computers.

According to  Geoff Grimes,
Elite's marketing manager, “The
earliest release of the games for

the 16-bit machines is March, we
hope to have the whole catalogue
completed by about the middle of
the year."

Titles to be made available will
include Space Harrier, Buggy
Boy, Baltleships and also Paper

Boy. The titles look likely to be
released on the ST first and then
the Amiga later,

Grimes said, “We're very much
looking forward to bringing out 16-
bit conversions. It opens up 4
whole new market,”

Elite was very concerned about
the pricing of the software, “It's
very important that the industry
doesn't out-price itself. We're look-
ing at keeping the releases below
£15," Grimes added.

But Geoff Heath, project man-
ager of Mastertronic whose 16-bit
products retail at £0.95 for budget
and £18.95 for full price, said, “If
the product is good enough it
shouldn't go below £19.95."

Heath added that in order to
justify a £I18.85 release, the pro-
duet had to be of a high enough

standard for Mastertronic to
release it
Another com
beem in the £
software is El
Electronic Art
that because of

which has
of 16-bit
Arts. An
cesperson said
& way Electronic
Arts is positioned, there is no need
to reduce the price of its 16-bit
software. “We're aimed at the top
end of the market and produce
software of the highest quality
which ecan take two or three vears
to develop, such as Star Flight"

Despite the fact the other soft-
ware houses are dropping their
prices, the spokesperson was ada-
mant that Electronic Arts will
keep their prices at £24.05,

“There is no plan to drop prices
in the foreseeable future, she
said,

oni

i
Mc

Fleet Street gets
slice of Atari’s
DTP package deal

LAST week Atari announced that
it would be using Mirrorsoft's Fleef
Streel Publisher software as part
of a new complete desktop publish-
ing package,

Pat Bitton, marketing director
of Mirrorsoft was delighted that
Atari had decided to use its soft-
ware, since Mirrorsoft had worked
with Atari during the development
of its Fileel Street Publisher,

“Fleet Street is an all-British
produet,” she enthused, “using the
technological expertise uniguely
available to us as part of a major

Les Player - Atari's European Technical
Manager

printing and publishing corpora-
tion. Both dealers and end users
can rest assured that the product
will be well supported by know-
ledgeable technical staff, and that
Mirrorsoft as a company is well-
positioned to meet future market
requirements.”

The system that dealers and
distributors will receive comprises
a Mega 2 or 4 5T, a monochrome
monitor, 10 or 20 megabyte hard
drive, SLM804 laser printer, Flee!
Street Publisher 1.1, with SLMB04
driver and the 1st Word word
Processor.

Atari's technical manager, Les
Player, was also pleased with the
deal, saying, “Atari has selected
Fleet Street Publisher due to its
flexible level of usage, Combined
with the Atari Laser Printer and
Mega ST, we now have a Desk Top
Publishing package suitable for
both the novice and experienced
professional user.”

However, since the system costs
between £2000 and £3000, depend-
ing on the configuration of hard-
ware, it is unlikely that many
novices will be able to afford it.

Amstrad

Frince Charles with Amstrad's Alan Sugar.

THE PRINCE of Wales recently
received, on behalf of Business in
the Community, & charity of which
he is president, an Amstrad porta-
ble from Alan Sugar.

One of Prince Charles' Inner city
projects, BiC has been established
for six years, its aim being to
promote the involvement of
companies in the community, BiC
encourages different parts of
the community to get together
and co-operate on schemes
such as job creation and
training,

PPC to
Prince

There are about 300 members,
primarily from the private sector
but also incorporating trade
unions; voluntary organisations,
local authorities and government
departments. Through the BiC
network of Enterprise Agencies,
such bodies often sponsor people
wanting to start their own
businesses.

Based in London, BiC also has
almost 300 small regional offices.
It is hoped that the Amstrad
donation will help to tighten the
network of regional communica-
tion and, according to a BiC spokes-
person, “Help us to help other
people to put money into these
projects.”

In addition to the portable, Am-
strad has also given a number of
PC 1640 computers, an undisclosed
cash grand and computer training
facilities.

Stephen O'Brisn, chief execu-
tive of BiC is very pleased with the
Amstrad offer, saying: “We are
delighted to have been given this
equipment and most grateful to
Amstrad for its generosity. This
will be a great help to us in
improving communication with our
regional network.”

4/POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY
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THE Amstrad 9512 Word Proces-
sor, which is the suceessor to the
extremely successful 8256 Word
Processor, does not appear to be
doing as well as Amstrad expected.
A leading computer dealer has
sald, “It's not as popular as every-
one thinks."

The dealer put the unpopularity
down to several reasons, “The end
user has been disappointed with
the printer, as it's noisy and not
very good quality. We're selling
more 8256 than 8512."

But leading Amstrad supplier
Rymans said that the machine Is

starting to gain sales. A spokes-
person said, “Sales are now picking
up at last. One shop received three
machines on a Friday and by
Monday they were all sold. So far
we haven't had any complaints
from users.”

WH Smith's at present do not
stock the 9512, but a spokesperson
sajd that they would consider
stocking it in the near future since
they have no reason not fo.

An Amstrad spokesperson said:
“It's a super machine and the
printer quality is very good, We've
had no real complaints.”

NEWS DESK-

PCW 9512 lifts at last

Amstrad PCYW 8512

L

MASTERTRONIC is reporting that
sales of its Sega Mastersystem
have now exceeded over 30,000
units, with software sales ap-
proaching 100,000,

The success of the sales has
meant that &5 million worth of
stock has been sold.

Rachel Davies, Mastertronic
marketing manager said: "We're
very pleased with the way it has
been selling even though we ha-
ven't done any major advertising
for it."

Mastertronic has also an-
nounced details of a new range of
cartridges.and add-ons to be avail-
able for the Sega during 1988

“We've got 12 new titles coming
out over the next couple of months
including Zaxwon 3-D, Alien Syn-

Mastertronic

drome and After Burner," Davies
said.

Davies was particularly enthu-
siastic about After Burner. "If
vou thought Out Run was big,
After Burner is huge. It has to
be seen.”

The two add-ons Mastertronic
are bringing out are 3-D glasses at
£30.95 to enable the purchaser to
play Zaxxron 3-D in real and Light
Phaser at £44.85 so you can start
to shoot up your television screen
with some of the new range of
games Mastertronic intend to
release.

No final prices have been sef on
the cartridges as there is a fluctua-
tion in the price of the Yen from
Japan where Mastertronic imports
the cartridges.

Sega success for Tasword gets boost

from Dutch banks

TASMAN Software has secured an
agreement with two major Dutch
banks to supply them with the
Tasword word processing program,

The deal evolved through Tas-
man's licensee in Holland - Filo-
soft = who for the last four vears
has been translating and market-
ing Tasword and other products.

At an exhibition last year, Filo-
soft and Tasman were approached
by Olivetti, who was in the process
of negotiating a contract to supply
large Dutch banks with computers
and associated software, [t was
this meeting that eventually
resilted in Tasman securing its
major coup.

Simon Howarth, on hehall of
Tasman, was very pleased with the
new collaboration, saying: "It is a

small market, largely ignored by
the very big boys but one which is
nice and contained for a company
like ourselves."”

Howarth refused to disclose the
sums of money involved but since
the banks have already bought and
paid for ‘about 12,000 Taswords,
the amount is likely to be consider-
able. This money will be paid to
Tasman on a royalty basis - a
percentage of the total sales.

Howarth added that a further
deal may be on the way since the
banks were looking at the Tasman
spelling checker, and a number of
other products. It is thought that
the banks may also take English
versions of the checkers, to help
them when writing letters in
foreign languages.

Mega-Apocalypse gets
January Spectrum debut

MARTECH will, in .]anuar}'
releasing the much long awaited
Mega-Apocalypse for the
Spectrum,

Originally written by Crazy
Comets’ author Simon Nicol, the
game was converted by John Wil-
son, with the graphics depicted by
Maleolm Smith,

Hailed as the ‘Arcade Game

of the Year' Mega-dpocalypse
features digitised speech samples
and sound effects, 360 degree
rotating pods and is described as a
fast-action game.

Mega-Apocalypse will retail at
£8.99 with a +3 version to follow at
£14.99,

Also to follow are Amstrad ver-
sions priced at £9.9% and £14,
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Hitachi

HITACHI has initiated price-
cutting in the CD-ROM market,
having reduced its CDR 2500 by 40
per cent, to £585.

Currently with sixty per cent of
the world market share, Hitachi is

Gremlin

-« continued from page 1
rated in the game, so that the
player does not get bored of just
He-Man and Skeleton,

The Masters Of The Universe
saga 1s set 1o continue all this year
too, a5 Gremlin are working on a
follow-up game to be released in
April.

Entitled Evil Hoards, it is not
another film tie-up but is once
again based on the exploits of
everyone's favourite cartoon hero,
He-Man,

CD cut

sef to keep this during 1988, Nick
Rogers, marketing manager of
Hitachi New Media Products, pre-
dicts that the New Year will bring
further price cuts in CD-ROMs as
other companies follow Hitachi's
lead.

It is also offering a 2145 dis-
count off its new second genera-
tion (combined audio and data
storage) drives when bundled with
Microsoft's Bookshelf - for which
Hitachi is the UK. distributor.

Costing £105, the Bookshelf soft-
ware is aimed at writers, research-
ers and teachers and contains ten
of the most useful reference works
to help them.

Special discounts are being of-
fered io universities, colleges and
schools in the government spon-
sored ECCTIS scheme under which
details of some 50,000 courses and
broadcast education programmes
are on one 552 Mbyte compact disc.

KENTILLER and Rigel's Revenge,
two of Mastertronic's adventure
games, have disruptive bugs, a
source revealed to Popular Com-
puting Weekly this week.

The source indicated that the
Spectrum version of Kentiller has
two fatal bugs which stops the
player from completing the game.
The first prevents Elva from kill-
ing the Darg Vool, and the second
will not let the player retrieve a
dagger from a chest.

The bug in Rigel's Revenge is
also said to be fatal. Appearing in

Adventure bugs

the second half of the adventure, it
too prevents players from continu-
ing their adventure.

Rachel Davies, marketing man-
ager for Mastertronic, admitted
that a bug had been found on the
Amstrad version of Rigel's
Revenge. She denied, however,
that there was any problem with
Kentitler. “We are not aware of
the bugs," she said.

Concerning Rigel's Revenge,
Rachel continued. "The master
that was used to duplicate the
games has been redone." She
added that Mastertronic was offer-
ing to replace any faulty tapes
held by the public.

When guestioned as to why no-
one had spotted the bug before the
game was released, a spokesperson
commented:; “Technically this hap-
pens a lot, Sometimes adventure
games take days to complete and
we have not got the time to play
them ourselves.”

The spokesperson stated that it
was the programmer who found
the bug but conceded that it should
have been spotted before the game
was released,

Ron Harris, Mastertronic's soft-
ware manager, was adamant that
the new batch of games would be
bug free. "The samples have been
tested all the way down,” he said.
“there are no bugs.”

Accolade

double from

Electronic Arts

ELECTRONIC Arts has released
details concerning the release of
two new games from Accolade, The
two titles are The Train: Escape to
Narmandy and Power at Seq.

The Train is a strategic action
game set in 1944 in Normandy. The
plot concerns the Germans who
are about to pull out of occupied
France and take with them price-
less French art treasures to
Germany.

As @& member of the French
resistance you must stop them and

New release ~ Power at Sea.

take the train to the Allies in
Normandy.

Power at Seq is also set during
Wiva.

This time you are at the helm of
a U8, convoy. You are about to
take part in the Battle for Levte
Gulf against the Japanese.

The games are initially avail-
able for the Commodore 64 at £9.95
for cassette and 214.85 for th
dise. Conversions for other ma-
chines are planned but release
dates have yet o be finalised.

CHARTS

Top Twenty

1 (4) Out Run
2 (1) Combat School
3 (2) Grand Prix Simulator
4 (%) Match Day 2
5 (5) Solid Gold
6 (3 Live Ammo
T (6) Star Wars
8 (7)) Game Sel Match
9 (B) Gary Lineker's Superstar
10 (14) Fruit Machine Simuolator
11 (1) 10 Pack
12 (NE) Rampage
13 (18) BMX Simulator
14 (15) Dizay
16 (16) Pro Ski Simulator
16 (24) Back To The Future
1T (11} Soccer Boss
18 (22) Magnificent 7
19 (17) HRenegade
20 (13 T

All figures compiled by Gallup

Sega-US Gold
Ocean

Code Masters
Ocean

US Gold
Ocean
Domark
Ocean
Giremlin
Code Masters
Gremlin
Activision
Code Masters
Code Masters
Code Masters
Firebird
Alternative
QOcean
Imagine

US Gold

Sneeer
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Bros D at HMV

FANS of Code Masters budget
computer games can finally meet
their heroes the Darling brothers
Richard and David live in person
at an exclusive autograph signing
session on January Tth at HMV
records 363 Oxford Street, London
from 5.30pm onwards,

The brothers D will be there to
launch and sign copies of the new
Code Masters Plus range of games

The signing session at HMV is
the first major appearance they
have made in public but both
brothers are looking forward to it.
David Darling said: “Both Richard
and I are looking forward to the
HMY store appearance as it's a
great opportunity for us to meet
some of the people who have made
Code Masters such an immediate
. it

2IST clock saves space

NEWS DESK-

New virus
shocker

-« continued from page 1
out with the write-protect tag
Open.

In that case, it is elear that any
disc, not just Test Drive, could be
affected if it has been previous
used or demonstrated previously
through no fault of either the
manufacturer or the dealer.

If an infected dise is inserted
into a demonstration machine, say
Workbench or a customer's own

game, it may be that virus could
then reside in the demonstration
machine.

In those circumstances it is easy
to see how any game demonstrated
on that machine could become
infected,

The answer would appear to be
to ensure that any game bought
has not been demonstrated in a
shop, although that presents prob-
lems of its own.

A NEW clock for the Atari ST has
been launched which doesn’t take
up any space in the cartridge port

of the ST. Produced by Star UK, it

4 is available from Cotton House, 493
Union Street, Aberdeen, Scotland
ABl 2DB. Tel: 0224 581858, Price
£29 95,

COMPETITION

Bonecruncher is a brilliant and
extremely exciting new fun game
for the Commodore 64 and BBC B
from Superior Software. At Popular
Computing Weekly, we reckon this
4 game is extremely addictive and
oworthy of a placing in your soft-
ware library. So confident are we,
that we are giving away 15 copies
of Bonecrumcher for the
Commodore 64 and 15 copies for
the BBC.

All you have to do to win a copy
of the game, please state machine
you want it for, is answer the
following two questions:

1. Which well known band does
Bono front?

2. Which mega-successful sci-fi tv
and film series has a character
called Bones?

Address your postcard to:
Bones Make The Wold Go Round
Competition, Popular Computing

Floor, Greencoat House, Francis
Street, London SW1P 1DG.

Entries must arrive by last post den, Deputy Editor of Popular
Weekly, Focus Magazines, 3rd January 18th 1988.

Judges will be Francis Jago,
Executive Editor and John Brissen-

Computing Weekly.
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NOW THE PRICE IS RIGHT! =

Commodore Amiga, 5429 oo INC. YAT!
THE AMIGA A500 COMPUTER:

v 512K of RAM, upgradable to SMB.

v 256K of ROM, optional 512K cartridge.

v 7. 14MHz 68000 1632 bit processor,

v stunning graphics, music and speech,

v dedicated mouse, printer and communication
ports.

v built-in 3.5" disc drive (B80K),

v 3 software discs including Basic Workbench,
DELUXE paint etc.

v monitor optional.

Mail order: Please allow £7.00 for p&p.

A.S.&T.

b

EVERYTHRG ATARIST

(0702)
&
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|
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880K Bytes, 1.5 Watt

Advanced micro efecironics has made the FD-200A
possible, the first dedicaled 3.5 second drive for the Amiga
ABDO and A1000 saries with a power rating of only 1.5
Watt,

This is aspecially imporiant with the AS00 because the
latter may have to cater for extra RAM boards

Mot onfy that, the FO-200A s extremaly quiat toe.

With a capacity of BEOK (one megabyie unlormatiad), the
FD-200A is compatible wath all protected soliwiare,

At £99nclusive of VAT, the FD-2004 is guaranieed 1o be
your bast buy svar

Mzil arder: pigase allow £4.00 for p&p.

FULL ONE YEAR
GUARANTEE
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NEW DISC DRIVE FD-200A

. ONLY
7 £99.00

'
INC. YATI

—
SHOPPING AND ORDERING:

W stock 3 complata ringe of Amiga software, hardwareand
books. Dur shog is cpan Monday to Saturday, from8.00amto
§.30pm (Saturday from 10.30am). Access and Visa
welcome. Enquiries and orders can be placed on our FAX
number (07021512 426, y

PHONE ORDERS:

(0702) 510151
ADVANCED SYSTEMS AND TECHNIQUES
UNIT 32/33 RUTHERFORD CLOSE
PROGRESS ROAD
EASTWOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
ESSEX 559 5LQ
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PRCCRAMMIEERS

Over the last year the ZEN ROOM has produced some of EUropes top garmes, like TAU CETI,
DRACULA, CYBORG, ACADEMY, DEATH OR GLORY, BALLBREAKER and THE ROCKY HORROR
SHOW Now Britains most innovative software development team are looking for experienced
freelance programmers o join them. If you have just written a game or are about to and waould
like the financial and programming back-up the ZEN ROOM can offer contact Michael Hodges
on 01-985 2391 or write to the ZEN ROOM, Unit 7D, Kings Yard, Carpenters Road, London EI5.

q {2
-z ZIzN RCTM &+
A DIVISION OF CRL GROUP PLC ﬂx;i

Over the past 5 years many programming teams
PROG R A M MER have been set up. Some have been very successful,
but many others have failed. Nearly all have been

connected in some way with a software house that has had
hits and failures.
bExocet is a new software house and a new programming

team, which is not going to have any failures, only hits. Itis r .
because of this fact that Exocet are now looking all over the # =\ . 1 | e
world for the very best programmers, on the following |- , R

o A A
Spectrum. So if you are a serious programmer and want to P’ -
make a successful career out of entertainment software, =

machines: Amiga, Atari ST, IBM, CBM 64, Amstrad and
please contact Exocet on: 0772/20 2997, or write to Exocet, 16 Lune Street, Preston, Lancs. PRT 2NL.

o e e — S S S S A —

Channel U's
NETWOAH 1

Are loohing for
Amiga Artists &
Programmers for
its second series
beginning May 68
If interested in
a fult-time London
based commitment
alease send LU
and Demo Disk to:
Shelley O Meil

Uiden Uisuals

300 Fulham Rd
London

5tU10 8aY’

BB TeAl Mo shhe ol B = w AL = e Yo
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-NEWS

he recent and somewhat un-
Texpecled downfall of Nexus

has resulted in considerable
speculation about the factors con-
tributing to its demise. Whatever
the causes, small businesses inside
and outside the computer industry
will have learned from their costly
mistakes.

Paul Voysey, who took over the
directorship of Nexus in August;
explained that the Nexus ship
sank because of “‘historic
indebtedness”.

He expanded by saying that
prior to Electronic Arts, Nexus had
licensing deals with 4 number of
countries. Far from being lucrative
deals, Nexus signed with Elec-
Lruniy Arts owing considerable
sums of money,

“In Australia, we had licensed
eight products in three formats
and taken SI18,000 in advance,”
Voysey said. “Since sales were
very disappointing we still had
something in excess of 10,000
outstanding on products in that
country. Effectively we would
have had to ship another 10,000
games to break even or to have
settled the debt there.”

With the same situation oceur-
ring in several European countries
the total sum owed amounted fo
thousands of pounds. Voysey be-
lieves that the problems centred
predominantly on the failure fo
plan long-term. The situation was
exacerbated by the neglect to
make a bad debt provision. Subse-
quently, when companies failed
owing Nexus money, Nexus lost
financially.

So far as planning goes, it seems
Nexus was almost doomed from
the beginning. While Clive Bailey
and Bill Delaney had sufficient
capital to get them going in May,
1986, that money should have been
invested in products but it was not.

Voysey was critical about the
beginning, saying: “Someone said
to me that small companies should
always be run on the basis that
they are in 4 erisis. Early on that
was not the case with Nexus, Not
enough money was going on prod-
uets - it was going on small things
here and there.”

ANALYSIS

The good ship Nexus

Shortly before Christmas, another small soft-
ware house called in the receiver. Nikki Carvey
tells the sad tale of Nexus.

Nexus became affiliated to Elec-
tronic Arts in July 1987 and it was
soon after that Delaney left, fol-
lowed by lan Ellery, to start
another business totally removed
from the computer industry.

In August, Voysey took control
of the directorship and it soon
hecame apparent that Nexus was
in dire straits. "I had some idea of
the deals which were going on,” he

The-end of software products Irom Nexus:

said, “but it was only when [ took
over and looked carefully at the
assets and liabilities that 1 found
what the situation was. Things |
thought had been sorted out and
paid off appeared as very large
dehts.”

John Forrest, divector of Euro-
pean distribution for Electronic
Arts, admitted that he “wenl in
blind" as far as Nexus was con-
cerned, Prior to negotiating deals
in the U.K., Electronic Arts
claimed to have researched the
market thoroughly,

He defended Electronic Arts'
naivity saying: "None of it was
visible to us, There was no reason
for us to have investigated Nexus

deeply. We were not buying the
company, so we took the assurance
of people who had a place in the
industry and a proven record.”

It soon transpired that the com-
pany Forrest had believed to be
very strong was too weak to cope.
Electronic Arts had secured large
orders in Europe for Skull Diggery
but the buyers wanted the inlay
cover re-designed, “We had dis-

cussed the new design with Nex-
us,” said Forrest, “‘but they were
not able to progress from the
design stage to producing the cov-
ers for both legal and financial
reasons.”

Nexus had been over-spending
dramatically. Voysey described the
overheads as “crippling”. The com-
pany was spending as if it was
producing considerable numbers of
games but in the time it was with
Electronic Arts only two fitles
reached fruition,

Electronic Arts remained igno-
rant of the situation at Nexus until
it was told by Voysey. It did not
take long for it to throw in the
towel but Forrest denied that Nex-

us was left in the lurch. “'We would
have baled it out but the figures
we saw showed that it had got
deeper and deeper into an uncon-
trollable situation."”

Voysey supported Forrest's as-
sertion saying that the Nexus
affiliation to Electronic Arts prob-
ably prolonged the company's life.
He praised its attempts to put
together a rescue package. “At oney
stage we were trying to re-negoti- -
ate the whole basis of the contract
to produce the software we had,”
he said.

From then the situation went
into rapid decline, Voysey des-
eribed the predicament, "It was
horrific. We just could not get the
figure down to anything
accessible.”

When it became obvious the
situation was hopeless, Voysey in-
formed the programmers soon be-
fore the liquidators moved in,
The secretary, however, was obli-
vious to the faet until the
liquidators arrived and began tak-
ing products.

For the moment, the future of
the games Nexus had in the pipe-
line hang in the balance, Voysey
admitted, though, that a number of
companies had showed interest in |
bidding for the products, ineluding
Electronic Arts. The decision on
who will get the games rests with
the liquidators and no doubt there
will be considerable haggling at
the creditors’ meeting next week.

Despite its embarrassment -at
the failure of Nexus, Electronic
Arts has not been deterred from
accumulating affiliated labels, as
the recent Martech signing proved.
Forrest is adamant that the com-
pany’s concept is correct and that
Nexus was merely not as strong as
Electronic Arts had believed it to
b

Voysey, meanwhile, has time to
reflect the past and what went
wrong, He has learned a major
lesson from the demise of Nexus
and admits if he had the time over
again, things would be done very
differently. *'1 would run the oper-
ation much slimmer, put more
money into product and have more
products going through.” O

=

v
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LETTERS-

Christmas cheer

've just bought the Christmas

double issue, and had to write in
to'say - well done! At last you've
got Popular printed on decent
paper. | noticed your Mastertronic
competition -as well - let's have
more competitions in 1988,

A couple of grumbles about your
Christmas Buyer's Guide. David
Lester says that the Atari 5208TM
needs an adaptor to connect to a
TV set. Wrong David - the M
stands for modulator, which con-
nects il to a TV set!

Also the Amiga does not, con-
trary to what David writes, have a
built-in TBM emulator - although
the A2000 has sockets for an [BM
board, available as a 400 extra.
Otherwise, great magazine, keep
up the good work.

Cathy Robins,

London NI6.
Yes there will be more competi-
tions in 1988, and rest assured
that David Lester's errors were
spotted, and he has been locked
in the cellar &t Focus Towers
over the entire Christmas
holiday.

Good, bad,
indifferent, or ... ?

he back page article by Ray-

mond Jones (Comment, Novem-
ber 26) on being ignored by soft-
ware firms produced a wry smile in
this office.

Is it not ironic that PCW chooses
to “cast stones” at software firms
when its own attitude towards
serious business offers (with sug-
gestions for & new puzzle) is much
the same?

While PCW's questionably polite
silence doubtless saves the editori-
al staff some time and trouble in
the short run, in the long run it
does nothing for PCW's reputation.

Whether you regard this policy
of dismissive silence as "good, bad
or indifferent” [ do not know, but |
do know how it looks from here!

Philip Lewts,

Model Micropastimes,

Bournemouth, Dorsel.

The comment page is a platform

for the personal opinions of indi-

viduals regarding any aspect of
computing.

The opinions expressed there
are not necessarily those of the
editor or staff, and publication
does not imply our agreement or

otherwise with those views. So
Popular Computing Weekly was
in no way casting stones at
anybady, nor agreeing or dis-
agreeing with Mr Jones' views.

As far as our “silence” on
puzzle ideas is concerned, we
would like to thank all those
readers who sent in ideas. The
demand for the original puzzle's
return has been well documented
on our letters page. Obviously
the return of the original puzzle
means, unfortunately, that we
were unable to wse any of the
other ideas submitted.

We cannot and do not reply to
all letters, but would like to
apologise to anybody who sub-
mitted an idea and was waiting
for a personal reply.

Adventure society

n reply to "Comment" by Mike
Lewis in PCW December 10.
Mike said “a few years ago

adventure games were a growth
area .. . today this is not so”. The
fact is a few vears ago all comput-
er games were a growth area and
that growth has now considerably
slowed. Although budget software
has made a major impact on the
mainstream market, there are re-
latively few adventures available
at the lower price paint. Sales of
adventure games have therefore
remained largely unaffected by
market factors and are now taking
early advantage of the growth in
the 16 bit sector.

Another of Mike's statements
was “adventure games no longer
sell anywhere near the numbers of
any moderate arcade game". But
they do. They sell over a longer
period. It's a different market. The
Pawn was launched in March 1986
and still sells up to 5000 copies per
month! It's a similar story with
many other titles. No "moderate”
arcade game can even come close
in terms of overall sales
performance.

Standards of programming? The
Guild of Thieves recently won the
British Micro Awards “Game of
The Year Award” for its depth of
plot, graphic content and technical
excellence, beating worldwide
competition. Magnetic Scrolls, Ley-
el & and Infocom all produce tradi-
tional adventures featuring gra-
dual improvements over previous
products. Level 9's latest release
“Gnome Ranger” has ten times
more text than their early prod-
ucts and the technical content is
enormously more sophisticated.

The mixture of plot, text, humour
and intelligent response give each
game an individual personality, a
life, a vision, an imagination. Their
appeal contrasts greatly with the
nervy speed and excitement of
arcade games, Adventures take
more time to write than most
arcade games. The games are no
less enjoyable to play, they simply
appeal to a different public.

Rather than needing to adapt,
as Mike suggests, adventures need
to continue their progression. The
subject matter will become more
diverse, the features will grow, the
oceasional leap forward will be
made, [t's all in hand Mike, people
are already working hard towards
these ends.

Where to get the information?
Send a stamped addressed enve-
lope to “P", Official Seerets, PO
Box 847, Harlow, Essex CM21 9PH,
We are about to build the World's
best Adventure Society, to keep
pace with the changes!

Tony Rainbird,

Inter-Mediates Lid,
on bekalf of

Magnetic Scrolls Lid.

Interviews

aving read Popular Compuling

Weekly for several years, [
have noticed that one very impor-
tant feature is missing from the
magazine — interviews. Where
are they? The kind of interviews of
which 1 am talking are with pro-
grammers, software houses, even
famous people who use computers
or play games on them.

[ like the idea of a weekly News
Analysis but how about having a
weekly interview as well? Apart
from this minor problem, [ must
say that the new format and the
expanded games section have
made Popular Compuling Weekly
a very enjoyable read,

Janel Williams,
Barnes, London.

Soft soaping

hat is happening with the full-

price software houses these
days? Barely a week passes with-
out a new compilation appearing
featuring several games 1 bought
only a month or so earlier. It is now
approaching to the stage where [
will not be buying any more full-

price software, I will wait for the
compilation and buy budget.

Saral Powell,

Aberdeen, Scotiand.

Infected

Nﬂt a4 week passes when your

magazine does not have a story

concerning virus on computers,

Why is Popular Compuling Week-
Iy so obsessed with the virus?

David Jones,

Northolt, Middlesex.

Correction

teve Gold’s article on multi-

user bulletin boards - Com-
munications, December 10-16 -
compared the cost of a number of
muolti-nser games and said that
compared to The Gods and Mud,
Phantasia represents excellent
value at £1 an hour.

Those behind The Gods have
asked us to point out that The
Gods costs only 50 pence an
hour. We apologise for the error
and for any embarrassment.

We are sorry but Papular Com-
puting Weekly cannot guaran-
tee to reply to all letters re-
questing a personal answer. It
helps us enormously if readers
are prepared fo have general
queries answered on these
pages, so, if possible, please do
not send SAEs, :
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Mountains of sound

Tony Sachs takes a look at the Synth Works
package for the Yamaha DX7 synthesisers.

remarkably long innings in a market

where lifespans rarely exceed a year.
In the four years since the DXT7 was
unleashed, more than 100,000 have been
sold and its distinetive frequency modula-
tion sounds can be heard on almost every
chart record.

The quality of the FM sounds is such
that the DX7 - and its offsprings, the TX7,
TF1 and TX 216 /816 synthesiser modules -
have succeeded despite being fiendishly
difficult to program. More than 100 para-
meters, known collectively as a patch,
have to be specified to define a sound.
Many DX7 owners find the process so
daunting that they never venture beyond
the original sounds supplied with the
synthesiser,

Synth Works is several packages in one.
At its most basic level it is a patch editor,
displaying all the DX/TX parameters on a
single screen where the user can tweak
them to achieve the desired sound. Almost

The Yamaha DX7 synthesiser has had a

output level are combined cleverly in a
single representation.

Two particularly useful aids are the four
buffer areas, in which variations on a
patch can be stored without losing the
original, and a mini-sequencer which re-
members a five-second snatch of music. It
can be triggered from the ST QWERTY
keyboard, allowing the user to hear a
newly-edited patch in action without
touching the synthesiser keyboard.

Although the editing screen makes the
patch-designing process as painless as
possible, Synth Works has some more
tricks up its sleeve to assist in creating new
sounds. If you want a variation on an
existing patch, the program can compute
versions of the patch by varying its
parameters slightly. It can also create
completely new sounds from scratch using
a set of randomising algorithms developed
by Steinberg. Although not all the sounds
produced in this way are worth keeping,
serendipity ensures that every now and
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Synth Works - several packages in one.

every adjustment can be made with the
mouse, sometimes using clever two-button
short-cuts. For many parameters the user
can choose between altering a numeric
value or varying the shape of a graph using
the mouse to drag it to the correct shape.

A great deal of thought obviously has
gone into designing the patch editor. Some
of the graphs have non-linear scales to
represent the uneven effects of varying
certain parameters. Another example is
that two interacting variables, velocity and

then a gem emerges.

The iwo most powerful sound creation
options offered by Synth Works are called
mix and patch creation. The former pro-
duces an amalgam of between two and 32
patches selected by the user. You can mix
a piano sound with a string sound to
produce a new sound with elements of
both. The program will produce a string of
alternative combinations of the original
sounds, never repeating itself, Steinberg
claims.

Patch creation is a similar function
which limits the number of source sounds
to six but introduces artificial intelligence
to analyse them and to form new patches
from them. It is certainly a powerful tool
although the Steinberg assertion that it
will “swamp the music world with a
plethora of new sounds" is probably an
over-statement,

The next element of the Synth Works
package is a patch library which can store&
more than 2,000 patches in 21 categories.
To start you, the package has more than
T00 patches, some of them familiar to
DX/TX owners, many of them new. FM
strong points are well represented with
more than 100 examples each of piano and
string sounds and almost 100 percussion
patches. Patches can be moved around and
sorted with ease and the program can even
root out identical patches masquerading
under different names.

The final weapon in the Synth Works
armoury is a routine which performs a fast
Fourier transform on any patch to display
it as a three-dimensional graph. The result
looks like a miniature mountain range and
depicts how the various harmonic constitu-
tents of the sound vary with time. Discor-
dant sounds produce the most dramatic
effects, generating a passable imitation of
the Himalayas on the ST screen.

Although the FFT display is intriguing
and educational, it is of little practical help
in designing or editing patches. 1 suspect
that it has been included to keep pace with
Steinberg’s main German rival, C-Lab,
which has a similar funetion in its X-
Alyser package. It will also provide an
impressive showroom demonstration espe-
cially as, by pressing the F10 button, the
display cycles through a series of views of
the harmonic “mountain range” from dif-
ferent angles.

At £150, the Synth Works DX /TX offers
remarkably good value for the library
alone, ROM-based libraries of patches ean
cost more for fewer sounds. Add fo this the
ease of creating usable new sounds with
the package and it is obvious that Stein-
berg has a winner. O

Evenlode Soundworks, The Studio,
Church Street, Stonesfield, Oxford OX7
2PS. Tel: 099 380 228.
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YOUR MICRO
DESERVES THE BEST...

When your home or business micro costs several hundreds of
pounds, it deserves the finest repair facilities in Europe (well,
probably!). And the finest prices — £5 off trade rates for a limited
period only. * How? At Verran we use our own range of advanced
automatic test equipment (now sold worldwide), backed by
stringent 2-8 hours soak-rack testing. That means speed, ultra-low
prices and, most important, guaranteed reliability. For the first
| .. three months we'll repair any fault free. For the next three, at half
| "‘these quoted prices. X It's the finest service available.

* Currently we handle over 3500 products on average every day.
Providing services for such leading companies as Amstrad pic,
Commodore Business Machines, Sinclair Research, Rank Xerox,
Dixons, Currys, Boots, W H Smiths, John Menzies and many more.
* Join them and take up our special offer now.

\ Recommended and Approved by

AMSTRAD ATARI COMMODORE
ACORN SINCLAIR

EUROPE’S LEADING
COMPUTER REPAIR CENTRE

AND UNBEATABLE DISCOUNTS ON ALL COMPONENTSH!
[ B & LL L]
Keyboard Membra Power Supplies
& With over £500,000 worth of spares in stock, we sgﬁmm it 300 64 i 1950
can meet many of your specialised requirements. Spectrum Plus 800 Cls 15,00
2 We've listed a fow examples and for anything not oL 5,00
:ﬂ:llﬂl?‘ld I;llt call us and we'll quote immediately Metal Templates 300 All the abava prices include VAT but please enclose
inclusive of first class post a further £L50 post and packing on all companent
COMMODORE SPARES arders.
HOW TO CONTACT US
SPECTRUM SPARES gg’ég Er:l:essar E% ¥ For quotes on computers not listed ar on
280 CRU 250 65815id Chip I ey Ry
ULABCO01 7.00 901225 Graphic ROM 10.00 :
Pawer Supply 650 901226 Basic ROM | 10:00 W To send us your micra for rapair, mail it securely
ROM 7.00 01227 Kernal ROM 15.00 packed, accompanied by cheque, postal order
4116 RAMS il 906114 House Keepar 10,00 (made out to Verran Micro Mainténance Limited) or
ZTXE60 A0 6568 - VIC 18.00 quote your Access or Barclaycard number. And to
213 A0 4164 RAME - Memory 100 obtain your special discount quote POP/5312,

Verran Micro-Maintenance Limited, Unit 2H & 2J, Albany Park, Frimley

erran Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2PL. Telephone 0276 66266.
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THE BEST FOOTBAL
FOOTBALLER (2) o\
OF THE YEAR &

Enjoy the world of a Football League &
Player suffering the pain and @,
winning the glory, starting at the

bottom and becoming a legend....

A Fooiballerof the Year. {?"

SUPERSTAR
®® SOCCER

@ Ihe most original computer football
game of alltime.... Available on

Amstrad disc and
cassette, Spectrum
48/128K cassette,

MSX Cassette.

Gremiin Gruphmioi-nm;rd |
Gremlin Budr&Gurne; 3
Units 213 l;nﬂn‘r:gh ::‘.
irm
s Holford, B
€3]

SUPERTEC LTD -computer solutions!

Atofl computer l]'lhlrl avolible from stock - ALL MODELS -
call for detalls

520 STFM - 1040 STF - MEGA ST2 & STd
HARD DRIVE

% - MOMITORS - PRINTERS
ATARI PC's
ATARI SLM 804 LASER PRINTERS
MONITOR MASTER- COLOUR/MONO SWITCH £351

AMSTRAD PCI512 ALWAYS IMN STOCK.
We have a full rongs of AMSTR AD products available. Ask
obout the new PPCH640 portable

xc Y AT) call for details-

AKHTER PC'S from f«i'H& VAT
In I

We have o wide ronge of softwore
GAMES - APPLICATIONS - GRAPHICS
PLEASE CALL AND ASK

SUPERTEC 15 A GENUIMNE ATARI AND AMSTHAD DEALER, NOT JUST A POSTAL ADDRESS.WE
SUPPORT OUR CUSTOMERS WITH QUALITY SERVICE Am BACKUP IF REQUIRED.DON'T COMPARE
US WITH "BOX MOVERS. IF YOU KHOW WHAT YOU W WE WiLL SUPPLY OM MAIL OR
T_rEE EPHOME ORDERS. ORDER WITH VISA OR ACCESS FOI! IMMEDIATE DESPATCH OF §TOCK

PRINTERS -
SOFTWAREI

PLOTTERS - MODEMS - DISC DRIVES - HARD DRIVES - CABLES - MOMITORS ond

We con smupply Items from the following manufoctur
Famonke - Miaso ?'Wﬂll Epson - Brather -

= Stor Migonla - Amatrad - Akhter -
more. IJS'I' CALL .ir‘l) ASK

COME FOR ABDUT YOUR NEEDS, YOU WONT BE GIVEMN THE HARD SELL,
BUT WE IWILL Tlh" TO

PC & ATARI 5T based IJESIC TOP PUBLISHING systems from Mimorsoft (FLEET STREET
PUBLISHER) - TIMEWORKS DTF - Soft Logik (FUBLISHING PARTMER)

Fhillm Mannmrmorn Tally - Rolend - Tenden -
Miracle Tachnology - Cumano - Elderselt - and maony

Dant be o DINOSAUR - meve to the bast ond earient micra’
thres times (or more] o much, for the so called "INDUSTRY
etlll not get o system an qaad

Y
DARD®

1o u
STAN

THIS AD WAS PRODUCED ON AN ATARI LASERI

SUPERTEC LTD
CORMWAL LIS HOUSE
HOWARD CHASE
BASILD N

ESSEX

S514 388

TEL (0268) 282308
OPEN 9 70 & PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME - WE HAVE SYSTEMS ON DEMO FOR YOU TQTRY

/54 & ACCESS ACCEPTED-

NOW IN STOCK 520STFM!!
WE ARE OPEN FROM JANUARY 4th!!

14/POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY

ou can easlly pay
D" computers and

@ @

ORDER YOUR GAMES NOow!!

' If you would like us 1o rush ane of these great games direct to your home at
I na extra chorge fill in this coupon NOW and post to:=
GREMLIN BOARD GAMES/GREMLIN GRAPHICS SOFTWARE LTD.

Units 2/3 Holford Wey, Holford, Birmingham B6 TAX,

AMAZING OFFERS!

Brand New

SPECTRUM PLUS s 48k

A scoop purchase for Christmas at

only £79.95

With power supply, User Guide,
introductory cass, TV aerial & 90 day warranty

ELECTRON COMPUTERS

Superb value — only £59 = 95
ELECTRON PLUS 1's

only £43 . 95

with View & Viewsheet — only £65.95

Please add 95p forP. & P
Cheques, PO or quote Access or Visa

SOFTWARE BARGAINS

FTRA
N DEFT. PCW
'a 0532 687735 8/8A REGENT STREET
SAE for latest product offers LEEDS
Please state which machine LS7 4PE

TRADE OR EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME i

3
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GAME OF THE WEEK—

All the luck in the world

Magneﬁc Scrolls again. Wacky
plot again. Fabby graphics
again. Loads of awards again?
Some people have all the luek? 1
guess they do.

Jinxter is all about luck, and
the lack of it. The magician
Turani created a bracelet, com-
plete with accompanying
charms, to provide copious quan-
tities of good luck for the inhab-
itants of Aquitania.

Here's where it all starts to get
Hust a bit silly, The power of the
bracelet, in the grasp of a worthy
enough mortal, is harmful to
witches, particularly the Green
Witches of Aquitania.

So, the bracelet was placed in
the hands of the witches to
safeguard it, & move about as
sensible as getting a wolf to
watch over vour sheep.

The power of the bracelet has
limited the mischief that the
witches could get up to, but now
that has all changed.

A witch by the name of Janne-
dor has used her influence to
overthrow the power of the
bracelet, and cast an enchant-
ment on it.

The net result, destruction of
the bracelet, but only if all the
charms are removed from it first.

Inducements have been of
fered to the public, to do this for
the witches and now all the luck
has run out in Aquitania for the
ordinary working folk.

The powers of the bracelet are
fast diminishing so a brave,
forthright, upstanding, but most
of all gullible, member of the

JYim
Tou are carrying mothina, ]
Eﬂ are wearing 2 pair of trowsers and a shirt,

public has been conscripted to
find the charms, reassemble the
bracelet, and confront the
witches.

You in other words.

That’s the task, the first prob-
lem is getting off a bus at the
right stop.

It is important to get off at the
right stop, otherwise you'll find
vourself halfway down Neverend-
ing Lane. And it's quite long!

Getting off the bus accom-
plished, a first meeting with an
immortal and a mysterious jug-
gernaut is on the cards, but only
if you stoop to pick up some
keys.

Inside your house the tele-
phone rings, and you hear the
last words of one of your friends.
Head for his house, by going out
of your back door and the adven-

ture begins in earnest.

The graphics are as good as
usual, except for the opening
scene. This looks like people

FRONT GARDEN

Wen, and 'ut

4 nice T

ont doori to the south, Lne garden gﬁt=

onto

1l|u o 18 A
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decomposing on a bus.

It's ghastly, and completely
different in style than everything
else in the game,

The packaging is nearly as

copious as usual. An envelope
containing a memo, instruction
card, a competition beermat, and
a copy of The Independent
Guardian, quality news for the
hard of thinking make up the
goodies, Missing is a novella, but
considering what they tend to be
like this is no loss.

The newspaper will raise a few
chuckles, but isn't as good as
What Burglar? in Guild of
Thieves.

Problems in Jinxter include
getting past & bull, barbed wire
fence, seeing in the dark, opening
Xam’s mailbox (your recently
departed friend's), dealing with a
megalomaniac gardener, a post-
mistress who thinks she is Calam-
ity Jane, and most bitingly of all,
Poor Bloody Lebling (ho, bloody,

jevaranding Lane.
hara.

ho), the dim witted postman.

The parser in Jinxter is reput-
edly more advanced than in The
Pawn, and Guild of Thieves, but
it doesn’t seem So.

What you may not be able to
swallow is the sophisticated hu-
mour and the satirical element.

If expressions like ‘Narmean’
and ‘Wossname' are your idea of
stylish wit, then you're going to
love Jinxter.

A more frivolous game than
Guild of Thieves, Jinxter repre-
sents a different style again,
while still retaining all the ac-
claimed Scrolls hallmarks.

As far as adventure games go,
there seems to be few companies
that can match the Rainbird/
Magnetic Scrolls alliance.

Even the mighty Infocom are
being eclipsed with their diehard
text only productions, so it only
remains to be seen exactly how
much acclaim is poured onto
Jinxter.

Good as this adventure is,
though, I seriously doubt that it
will be the best one that Anita
Sinclair and Co. come up with in
1988.

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 16

Micro Amiga/ST

Price §24.95

Supplier Rainbird
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-GAMES

Your complete
guide to all the
software released
this week

Amstrad CPC

Program Compendium Price
£0.09 Supplier Gremlin Graphics,
Alpha House, 10 Carver Street,
Sheffield 51 4FS.

Shove-a-Sledge, Tiddly Winks,
Ludo and Snakes and Ladders
make up this compendium, un-
ashamedly aimed at the younger
gamer,

Program Anarchy Price §2.99
Supplier Rack-It/Hewson, 56b Mil-
ton Park, Milton, Abingdon, Oxon
0X14 4RX.
Sixteen maze-like carpets of blas-
table blocks, unstoppable aliens,
tricky trackers and manic manoeu-
vring combine to form the thinking
man’s shoot-"em up.

According to the press release
anyway. Actually it's a reasonable
enough game.

Atari ST

Program [niernational Karate
Price £14.95 Supplier Activision,
23 Pond Street, London NW3.
Re-release of graphically impres-
sive karate game at a lower price.
The animation is inferior to that in
Karate Kid 2, as are the sonics,

Why do all the fighters look like
monkeys though?

Program Jinxter Price 5£24.95
Supplier Rainbird, 74 New Oxford
Street, London WCIA 1PS.

Game of the Week so see relevant

Popular Rating:

1-5 Gobble, gobble, gobble. A
turkey. Avoid at all costs.
6-10 Serions flaws make this
one for the committed only.
11-15 Good, but not that
good. Should be worth the
readies if you like that sort of
thing.

16-20 S0 good it makes good
look bad. Run down to the
shop and buy immediately.

Rainbow Dragon

Dragons seem to be featuring in
a few games recently. The
latest member of the fire breath-
ing clan to appear in pixel format
is Asturias, a magical dragon.

Trapped in a temple deep un-
derground (and what was he
doing there anyway I wonder?),
Asturias must find and destroy
ten magical chests as well as
overcoming the various hazards
along the way, if he is to see
daylight once more.

The dragon has more than
napalm up his nose to help him
on his way though, He can cast
four spells: magic detection,
reading magic, dispel illusion and
restore.

Madballs

Madbaus is the latest game for
the Amstrad CPC from
Ocean. The game is loosely based
on the toys of the same name.

The aim is to become the top
Madball on the planet ORB. You
play the part of a madball called
Dust Brain who is intent on
creating as much mayhem and
havoc as possible to become
supreme ruler of Orb.

To become the head Madball
you must convince the other
Madballs why you should be the
leader. This is done easily by

Magic detection is useful for
discovering whether a chest is
enchanted, or just a pile of wood,
while reading magic can be used
to decipher magical writing on
the pillars.

Clues to problems usually ap-
pear in these places.

Restore is the cornerstone
spell of the game, and is used to
clear obstacles or repair pillats.
One of the main dangers is from
crumbling pillars.

For a budget game the graph-
ics are rather special, bright and
colourful and very engaging. The

beating the doubters into submis-
sion so that their skills and
talents can be Incorporated into
Dust Brain so that he can rule
forever.

Madballs is one of the most
vicious and violent computer
games to grace the screen.

The characters go by the
names of Freaky Fullback, Skull
Face, Fist Face and your charac-
ter, Dust Brain. Dust Brain
drinks blood for food while Fist
Face eats bones and Screamin’
Meemie takes coke.

The game is billed as being
“freaky fun for evervone” but I

| p

. dragon is a jolly green thing and

even the sound effects are
reasonable.

For only a couple of quid
Rainbow Dragon is good value
for money and if you fancy
simple arcade adventure with a
measure of strategy then you can
hardly go wrong.

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 13

Micro Ch4

Price £1.99

Supplier Firebird

feel that after a few plays you
will not find it very exciting.

Initial impressions are good.
The game is played a la Bounder
- you control your ball which
bounces round the sereen but you
must be careful and watch for
the other Madballs who intend to
kill you.

The game has been pro-
grammed by Denton Designs and
I expected much more than a
simple scrolling game. The
graphics can only be described as
adequate and leave much to be
desired compared fo previous
Denton offerings. As a budget
game, it would be good value but
at full price it is really a joke.

On the positive side, the pack-
aging is appealing to the impulse
buyer with its cartoon-style cov-
er and the promise of free Mad-
ball stickers. My advice is wait

- until this game is on budget or

until it appears on one of the
excellent Ocean compilations.

Reviewer Leslie Bunder
Rating 8

Micro Amstrad CPC
Price 58.95

Supplier Ocean

-
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ﬁisappuinlment
‘onversion.

itness the phenomena, exper-
ience the sensation, salivate
over the licence, and prepare for
over the

Out Run has arrived, the mega
smash hit driving success in the
arcades appears in & C64 incar-
nation. The disappointment men:
tioned is only because the origi-
nal coin-op is such a brilliant
game, and the C64 version is
merely good.

If you are not aware of what
it's all about, let me refresh your
memory, Out Run has you and a

‘gorgeons girl' in a high perfor-
mance Ferrari Testarossa sports
car piling down the highways and
byways, trying to complete var-
ious sections in the time allowed.
Scenery flashes by on either side
of an undulating road, littered at
times with drivers of more sedate
and less stylish motors.

The 064 wversion has five
courses, and fifteen sets of scen-
ery, starting at Coconot Beach.
Each course is & self contained
game and must be loaded
separately.

Fast, smooth, detailed graph-
ics are the hallmark of the origi-
nal, and alas the old 64 just isn't

up to reproducing this kind of
action. The graphies of the scen-
ery, especially the houses, are
very crude, and the sensation of
speed is given by flickering lines
that stretch across the entire
sereen. The undulation is well
done though, you really feel that
you're going up & hill, and the
game certainly is fast enough.

One of the best features of Cut
Run is that having a brush with
other motorists isn't fatal, as in
too many driving games, In fact
it is almost as if the car had
rubber bumpers, and that is all
right by me.

Out Run, the C64 computer
version, is a pretty decent game,
it just does not look it when
compared to the original. How-
ever, if you want to feel the wind
in your hair and the thrill of
driving through regions like Dev-
ils Canyon, then set up a hair
drier four feet away, and boot up
& copy of Out Run,

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 13

Micro (64

Price $9.95

Supplier US Gold

Marble Madness

nyone who has ever seen the

Amiga version of Marble
Madness will agree that it is a
superb piece of software. From
the graphics to the music and
sound effects, a five star
product.

Pity then, that this ST imple-
mentation is so very disappoint-
ing. The game, for the uninitiat-
ed, features a marble which has
to negotiate 3-D Escher-like sur-
faces, surreal plains, gullies,
pathways and ramps. The land-
scapes become increasingly com-
plex, convoluted and eye bog-
gling the further you program.

The opposition to completing a
level is provided by Slinkys, ene-
my black balls, repelling blocks
and magnets, flapping bridges
and many other bizarre foes.

One feature worth noting is
that limitless marbles are sup-
plied on the levels which have to
be completed against a decre
menting time. If you lose a mar-
ble, the action simply restarts at
the beginning of the level.

While the scenery scrolls down
slowly, but smoothly, the sprites

are nothing special. Nice to see
the entire screen being used on
an ST game though.

Two factors let this conversion
down. The first is the sprite
detection, which could best be
described as random and rather
spoils things. The second is the
sound.

The musie is atrocious, so
watery and tuneless that you
immediately want to turn it off.
The sound effects are not partic-
ularly good either., Have these

people never heard of sampling?

Very disappointing for ST own-
ers that such a poor job has been
done on this conversion. Only
recommended if you are comple-
tely addicted to the arcade game.

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 9

Micro Atari 5T

Price £19.95

Supplier Electronic Arts

GAMES-

Software guide
continued

page elsewhere in Lthe magazine,
The graphics are just the same, but
it wasn't that good a week.

Program Moebius Price %2495
Supplier Mieroprose, 2 Market
Place, Tetbury, Gloucestershire
GLS 8DA.
Martial arts role playing strategy
that fails to achieve the high
standard it sets itself.

The musie is quite appalling,
and the animation is poor,

Apart from that it's pretty bor-
ing to play and costs far too much.

BBC B/Electron

Program (reepy Caves

Price

51.99 Supplier Atlantis, 28 Station
Road, London SE25 5AG.

Decent graphics lift this budget
platform and ladders above the
plethora of similar products. The
plot is commendably silly and it's
all good fun, so why not?

Commodore 64/128

Program Deflekior Price 2099
(tape), 5£14.99 rdise) Supplier
Gremlin Graphics, Alpha House, 10
Carver Street, Sheffield S1 4FS.
Interesting one this. Guide your
laser beam around each screen
using reflectors, refractors, mir-
rors, absorbers, polarisers and
fibre optics.

If you fancy a change from
mindless blasting and intense
strategy then investigate further.

continued on page 20
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B Gowi. or PLC oflicial orders walcome

PN ATARI 10%3?#63&3 D595.00 ;'{
i 520 STFM good availability, good price £269.00 [

8 520 STFM with Tmeg memory upgrade £338.00 g
¥ 1040 STF with SM125 mono monitor £499.00 #

g Mega ST2 with mono menitor. £862.00

@ Mega ST4 with mono monitor = £1169.00

® Atari SLMBO04 laser printer, great value a £1199.00
Atari SM125 mono monitor £134.00
g Atari SC1224 colour moniter, few at £290.00

Philips CMBB833 colour monitor c/w ST lead

Philips CM8852 as above, higher resolution
{Extra £10.00 discount on alther i bought with man ST)

520 STFM 1 MEG (1] -
MEMORY UPGRADE 3.5" disks
Requires soldaring, full 10..£11.95 in plastic case £13.95

instructions supplied. 25..£27.95 in 40 cap caso £34.95
£59.00 Fully guarantead double sided media

Be spoilt for choice from our vast range

We have a full complement of models including the highly popular

Evesham upgraded machines. Our single floppy 21732 MEG models are §
professional Internal installations leaving maximum possible future B

expansion rcom. Twin lloppy versions use a hardeard, which can also be

8 specified on single drive versions if required. 1512 medels can be supplied
with 640K RAM installed for £20.00 exira. Prices in light type are excluding
VAT.

| Migent Ability & 4 US Gold games FREE with 1512

MOND
1512

COLOUR
1512

MONG
1640

CGA eumm
1640

ECD [EGA) 5 105013
1640 1218.00

! Western Digital Hardcards

&% Top qualiy equipment at simply amazing prices. We supply ready
& configured for 1512 or 1840 {please siate). Prices include the highly
& praised Xtree file management software (normally £50.00).

21 MEG...£249.00 32 MEG...£299.00

Excelerator+ 64/128 compatible disk drive ..

(All Excelerator erders include GEOS scftware)

| Freeze Machine iape 1o disk backup cart. £ 28.95 @

2 Amiga 500 with D. Paint & Silent Service............
@ Philips CMB8B33 to suit Amiga, + STEREO .........

B Philips CM8852 as above higher resolution £3
2 {both e/w ecable £10.00 off if bought with an Amiga)

We use and recommend Star printers. They offer a combination of &

features, print quality, reliability and value that is unbeatable. Don

make the wrong dacislon, get it right with a Star printer at our special &

prices. State computer fypa when erdering.
2 Our LC-10 price lncludes Z extra ribbons
{value £13.80) as well as cable VAT & dellvery

£ star LC-10 replaces the NL-10, even better £199.00 §
# Star NX-15 wide carriage version of NL-10......... £319.00 §
Star ND-10 1B0/45cps £299.00 &

B Star ND-15 wide carriage version of ND-10 £419.00
& Star NR-10 240/60cps £379.00
# Star NR-15 wide carriage version of NR-10 .. £489.00

& Star NB24-10 brilliant 24 pin, 216/72cps .. E£479.00 @
# Star NB24-15 wide 24 pin .. E585.00 ¥

8 Star SF-10D cut sheet feed, 10" models .. .. 258,00

£179.00 &

£349.00

. £150.95 ¢
i Excelerator+ as above with Freeze Machine £170.95 §

All prices VAT/delivery inclusive
Mext day dellvery £5.00 extrs
=t Send chequa, P.O. or ACCESS/VISA details
Phone with ACCESSIVISA number

B8 All gocds subject to auailabilitg E.&QE.
= Open 1o callers B days, 9.30-5.30
= Tebox: 333204 Fax: 0386 765354
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- At last the real McCoy
S \F 00TBALL DIHECTGH’

!

~THE MOST REALISTIC FOOTBALL
STRATEGY GAME YOU CAN BUY

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING RETMLE&-

\._.

FEATURES
0 Tearns sach Tiamihe Marirl Tou Fier
1 Came brason LWATG Cimarti
+ May furapran Toun s
FALEagvE Cup ¥ Levely
furopaan Cup  Manager Raiing s |
UEFA Cup Primter
iy WARE Cap il Beserer: Promotion Bung Seamy
Perd [ Rinages ot the Mas
i Flapers
e Sowowng Merlgupn i o
vl o VL i et FEATURES TAIY WV
Fibare List Fall Reduity MIFFERENT CRMPETEAY
r ;u[u.:n mm“lbﬂl
Yo e Camie. G ey
ign Seaitn Cowsti
Sindng Ot IV Comeens
:H-‘ﬂ.::!:l
R e Jrieipa
SPECTRUM SCREENSHOTS
PRULE TiaE ] IR ORTE MONEY
TIME 98 MIN ITRE) i UEEESEE‘-L E3G7i84
({15 1 QEMERAL RUMNIMG COSTS ERATRE -
MOTTS FOR (113 DERBY © (251 ;‘NTEEE;T ;EE?I%H';M E;E?I :
UTT Gl uR
BETERE CEACHE | LS DSBS CROUD WIOLENCE: DAMAGES ESA72E -
HUNT 77 HIN SPONZORE P THE CLU Csh%’% +
TW LIVE BRORDCAST METS L2200 +
BAHK REPAYHEWTS EAIBE =
HORTGAGE BEPRAYMENTS ££BIER -
% | WEERS FROFIT 1} ﬁgkg& =
E¥Ton U P ERIAaron H BEH, O3k Ched FoR & uEERS

T M 8 OLDHAM A @

LT & TOTTENHAH 1 THE PLYMOUTH MANRGER RPPROACHES
CRYSTAL P 1 BRRMELEY @ Y¥OU AND OFFERG E£77R456
LIVERFODL B CHARLTON @ HHD URLKER IN R _FREE TRANSFER

5 o} @  HORUICH C 1 FOR UEBB oo Y%C!PT ¥ N
HEUCABTLE P RESEMAL a FRLB0BL

HETOH @ _ BRAINGHAM 2

€ CONTIMUE M HEHU
T e w pt Tenn R
=8 A oRER | P U
4§ Skl B F io-lixi Pomiumiser
2RI 3 | @ T e e
3§ HH Cilace 4 1~ EH bl i'
=3 [l =3 BUTTH ¥ T
i3 1R 0 = Fieair k| &
i Bt | Ren, : =
-ti gLt A E1 it i .! "
L T3eelT O - )
i3 Rober e 13 FER.
i 5 Ly & R 1 P HEH, e e e )
[-ia1 ] ©Hrm
MITTH FoR B mmicH [l =EIBE YOUTH TEAM £IBER Fou
L s3gPen 4 B sacs: coson S
! ¥ 4
%E‘\b H Ei;&ﬁ"n : O sace emruio bt
b 0 macs wzouT
[ DUSORERM TR WEHNER . INFORe BCOUT OF PLAYER DANTED
lg L Ele e TER # beat sumsmyTLy sErsthe @8
ros @ pogn 1
! ! Bed LED Rew 1w Ezgi: £
b ’H- . : =TER 4
b T T CUussEwT FORHY m L2418
m?:" ):a(":'tlz g : I 14 " BT 1 W FEWU

SPECTRUM £8.95 « COMMODORE £8.95 » AMSTRAD £8.95

This game also avallable by mall order at £8.95 per cassette. Send your cheque/
PO.made out to D & H Games plus a large SAE, with 25p stamp attached. Please
write your name and address on reverse side of cheque. (72 hours dalhery).
19, Melne Road, Stevenage,
ic Herts SG2 8LL

GAM 7 (0438) 728042
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AMIGA
SOFTWARE
SPECIALIST

Unit 1, Willowsea Farm, Spout Lane North, Stanwell Moor, Staines, Middx TW19 6BW
GAMES

TITLE

Alternate Reality ..
American Pool 5im
Auto Jewel ....

Rlien Strike..
Adventure Const. Set

Arctic Fox
Arazoks Tomb

Ball Raider ...
Backlash ...

TITLE
Grand Prix Sim...

Guild Of Thieves..
Goldrunner...

Hollywood Poker
Hollywood Hijinx ..
Hitch Hiker
Hardball

Ballyhoo ...
Balance Of Power.
Barbarians....
Bureaucracy.

Bards Tale

B.M.X. Sim, ...
California Game
Chessmaster 2000
Championship Golf ....
Challenger....
Cut Throats...
Cruncher Factory .......
Seven Cities Of Gald..
Deep Space...
Deadline

Doctor Fruit.
Demaolition .

Deja Vu...

Defender Of Crown....
Eagles Nest
Extensor

Enchanter ...

Earl Weaver Bageball £24.95.

Flight Sim. IT E45.95

£32.50 Portal

Firepower ..

Fighter Command
Faery Tale Adv..

F!igllt Simulator..

Football GFL....

Kampfgruppe..

King's Quest Plck

Karting Grand Prix..

Knight Orc...

King's Gnesl

Little Comp Psnple
Leviathan
Leaderboard....
Leisure Sunit Larry

Leather Goddess Of

Phobos...
Marble Madness
Mouse Trap
Mean 18 Golf.
Mech Brigade.
Moon Mist

Mind Shadow

Mind Forever

Ninja Mission

One On One.
Orge ...
Pub C

Planet Fall
Phantasie ..

TITLE

Sercerer.

Stationfall..
Starcross...
Star Glider

Silent Service

Silicon Dreams ..

Skyfighter
Sinbad And The T'hIone DI:'
Falcon.

Season .Em-] Hnlidays
Seastalker... s

Space Bottle..

Spellbreaker.

Space Ranger..

Solid Gold

Streat Spnzta Basahall Ez-l 95
Skyfighter...

Suspended.

Super Huéy

Testdrive...

Thai Boxing

Time And Magik

Trinity

Terrorpods.... ad
Temple Of Apshai......

Tass Times ...

Uninwited ..

Ui.lima 4.

£24.99....
Univaersal Milit. Sim. . £24.95.

Vader..

Winter Games
Winter Olympiad '88. SIS 85
Wizard's Crown . - E2
Wishbringer....

World Games..

Witness,

Zork I

Zork II

Acquisition 1.3.
Analyze 2
ARudiomaster.

Animator/Images..
BAssembler ....
A C Fortran..

Digiview 2.0 ...
Digiview adaptor
Diga

Futuresound ..
Goldspell

Het And Cool Jazz........

Hai Cale..ous
Instant Muosic..
Laserscript Driver
Lattice C Prof 3.1
Lattice C 4.

Lisp v
Marauder 2
Maxplan Pl
Micro APL.
Modula 2 (STD,
M CC Pascal...
Mi-Amiga File.
Music Studio
Maxplan A500..

Modula 2 :dew:npezi'ma'ﬂsﬁ

Publisher 1000
Roek 'n" Roll.

Seqa Assembler..
Softwood File 2

Seribble 2..
Softwood Write
Textsofl...

T.V. Text.
Taoolkit ....
Videoscape 3

Video Titler..

The Works....
Waord Perfect 4.1

Draw Plus.. E184.00, i Organise £99.95, : X Cad
Flipside....... L e <) PCLO Plus - £495,00.......cc0n.c . Zuma Fonts 1,2,3.

All our prices include VAT and First Class Post.

« 07953 682988

For personal service
Please make cheques payable to Clik and send to:

CLIK, UNIT 1, WILLOWSEA FARM, SPOUT LANE NORTH
STANWELL MOOR, STAINES, MIDDLESEX TW19 6BW
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Software guide
continued

< continued from page 17

Program World Tour Golf Price
512.05 Supplier Electronic Arts,
Langley Business Centre, 11/49
Station Read, Langley, Berks SL3
BYN,

The only opposition to the omnipo-
tent Leaderboard. Less arcade
feel and more strategy, but it isn't
a5 mueh fun to play and the
graphics are inferior.

A split screen display shows an
overview of the hole, as well as the
golfer, Harder to play, so repre-
sents something of a challenge.

Program Guary Lineker's Super-
star Soccer Price $9.95 Supplier
Gremlin Graphics, Alpha House, 10
Carver Street, Sheffield 51 4FS,

Now available across all 8-hit for-

mats, this clever reworking of
fontball management themes is
recommended. ['m just waiting for
the ST version,

Program Psycho Soldier Price
5£8.95 Supplier Imagine, 6 Central
Street, Manchester M2 6NS.

The barbarian girl with the big
shoulder blades hits the 64, Best
version of the game recently
reviewed.

Program Orc Altack Price £1.98
Supplier Top Ten, 12 Chiltern
Enterprise Centre, Station Road,
Theale, Berks RGT 4AA.

Well, we had Operation SAS last
week from Top Ten, so it's no
surprise to see the geriatric Ore
Attack. Quite ridiculous that this is
even being sold at all.

Program Helidrop Price $1.99
Supplier Top Ten, 12 Chiltern

Jet Bike

odemasters moving upmarket?

Surely not. Although the an-
swer may appear to be yes, it
really should be, mot really, or
even only slightly. Confused?

Let me explain (T wish you
would, Ed). The Plus range of
games offers the usual Codemas-
ters budget game but with lots of
freebees to warrant the extra
cash. The exiras in the case of
Jet Bike Simulator, written by
the prolific Oliver brothers; in-
clude a badge, poster, and most
importantly, an extra cassette.

With two tapes to play with
Codemasters has provided a stan-
dard version of the game, an
expert version, and two addi-
tional sets of courses, each with
eight screens.

The first set of courses has the
player zipping around lake
seenes, trying to beat three other
competitors, of which one can be
a friend. An interesting feature
to note is that you can only bump
into another human player, not
the computer bikes. This is a
relief because otherwise anyone
ending up at the back would have
no chance to overtake the pack.

Although the game is entitled
Jet Bike Simulator it could easi-
ly be Small Blob Simulator, The
reason for this is that the courses
are quite detailed, fill one non-

scrolling sereen, and if the bikes
were any bigger it would be a real
pain trying to get round.

Not that this affects the play-
ability one bit. Far from it really,
with ¢lockwise and anticlockwise
directions and thrust it's possible
to scream around very tight
corners and perform some pretiy
neat manoeuvres.

The spray spurting from the
back of the boat is a nice touch,
as are the brief snatches of
synthesized speech.

From a technical point of view,
no one could accuse Jel Bike of
being state of the art, but then at
this sort of price, and if the
game’s fun to play then it doesn’t
really matter.

For those who get cocky

THE
OLIVER
THINS

enough to reckon that they've
cracked the standard version of
the game, and played out the
extra scenes, there's the ad-
vanced version to contend with.

And boy do they mean advanced.“

Uniless you're red hot, forget it.

Simple but entertaining game-
play, decent sound effects, and
long term playability will doubt-
less ensure that Jet Bike Simula-
tor spends as long near the top of
the chart as the all conquering
Grand Prix Simulator.

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 14

Micro Amstrad CPC
Price 54,99

Supplier Codemasters

Andy Capp

artoon hero Andy Capp has
finally made it onto the com-
puter screen, courtesy of Mirror-
soft. All your favourite char-
acters from the eartoon strip are
here, Flo, Chalkie, The Rentman
and many others.

The plot consists of Andy dis-
covering that his dole cheque has
gone missing, while Flo demands
some money. As Andy, you must
find out who stole your chegue so
that you can give Flo her wedge.
But if you cannot find the
cheque, you have got to obtain
money by other means.

You can use the money from
your last giro to place a bet on a
horse. Alternatively, try and per-
suade some friends to lend you a
few bob so that you can keep Flo
happy.

Andy Capp is ideally suited to
the Spectrum as the main playing
area, the top half of the screen is
in black and white similar to the
cartoon strip.

The bottom half of the screen
shows the icons you can choose.
The Wallet icon, for example, is

used for moving money in and
out of your pocket. If you want to
be radical you can choose Fight,
which can get you out of some
tricky situations.

There are many jokes on
Northerners in the game, includ-
ing a rendition of the theme used
on Hovis advertisements. Mirror-
soft has produced an enjoyable
romp around town in ol' Andy.
The graphics, while not detailed,
are still impressive enough to
make the game enjoyable to

play. 1 am now awaiting the
release of Andy Capp 2 — how
about Andy Capp meets up with
Wally Week (remember him).
Well done Mirrorsoft.

Reviewer Leslie Bunder
Rating 15

Micro Spectrum

Price £9.95

Supplier Mirrorsoft
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Scruples

he question posed by the press

release is that after reviewing
Seruples from Virgin Games do
you return the program to the
magazine's software library, or
do youn steal it? Silly question
really.

Thankfully, the questions
posed by the game itself are far
more penetrating and dilemma
inspiring. It all adds to the fun
and games.

Between three and ten players
can participate in Scruples, al-
though any number of those can
be computer plavers. The initial
options include defining a face,
from 64, for the player charac-
ter, as well as 12 personality
traits, rated between +5 and -5.
| The game commences with

! each player receiving a number

dilemma cards, and an answer
card, which can be yes, no or
depends. The idea is to dispense
with all the dilemma cards, which
is done by selecting a dilemma
and posing it to another player.
The trick is to give the dilemma
to a person whose answer will
match your answer card.

Equally, when being given a
dilemma, reply with yes, no or
depends, and then pick the rea-
son, from a choice of four, that
you responded that way. This is
where it all gets complicated. 1T
the answers match, the asking
playver discards the dilemma and
answer cards, and receives a new

askel Master puis you in a

head to head confrontation
on a basketball court, against the
computer or another player.
Rather than having several dif-
ferent characters to control, you
have only one character with
which to try to shoot a few
baskets.

answer card only. If the answers
do not match then they receive a
new dilemma card as well.

The asking plaver now has a
chance to challenge the answer,
regardless of whether it matches
or not, and the players vote on

who they believe.
counter bluff ensue.

At the end of the game the
players. original histogram and
the modified one are displayed
and everyone can accmse each
other of lying, cheating and so
on.

Seruples is & rather good im-
plementation of the board game.
A pleasant tune warbles away to
begin with, and the graphics for
the players’ faces are reasonably
distinctive,

Playing against the computer

Bluff and

s R e s U ot R e e S ) L e
.Baskei Master

Imagine has produced quite a
nice little game for those who
enjoy playing sport games. The
graphics are well defined, the
sound effects are good and the
animation is smooth.

Each game lasts for two per-
iods of five minutes. Each time
you score a basket, there is a
slow motion close up of how that
basket was scored.

provides some measure of fun,
but the serious laughs come when
you play with a few friends,
especially when the questions
apply to their current
circumstances.

It all depends on whether vou
like this style of game, but full
marks to Virgin for a first class
implementation anyway. In re-
sponse to the question about
where our review copy is going to
end up - my doggybag, I think
chaps.

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 15

Micro Spectrum

Price £4.95

Supplier Virgin Games

As in real basketball, you can
also commit fouls such as touch-
ing your opponent as he is about
to shoot. So you must be careful
as to how you steal the ball away
from him.

Playing the game is simple and
easy to understand. After a few
plays, 1 found the game very
enjoyable and exciting, Imagine
and the software authors Dina-
mic have put a great deal of
effort into the game and it
shows, If you like basketball, or
even if you do not, Baske! Mas-
ter is highly recommended.

Hopefully Imagine will use the
idea of head-to-head confronta-
tions in some of their future
sport games.

12346

[000]
PLAVER _

Reviewer Leslie Bunder
Rating 15

Miero Spectrum

Price 57.05

Supplier Imagine

GAMES

Software guide
continued

Enterprise Centre, Station Road,
Theale, Berks RGT 4AA.

Simple gameplay, entirely unori-
ginal and plain graphics suggest
that vou should leave this one on
the shelf.

Program How To Be 4 Complete
Bastard Price £9.95 Supplier Vir-
gin Games, 2/4 Vernon Yard, Por-
tobello Road, London W11 2DX.
You'll either be in stitches, of-
fended or completely indifferent.

Program funt For Red October
Price £14.95 (tape), £19.95 (disc)
Supplier Argus Press Software,

Victory House, Leicester Place,
London WC2H TNB,
Rather expensive conversion of
the 8T /Amiga program which was
graphically impressive but a bit
dubious on the gameplay.

At this price it should have a
copy of the Tom Claney book that
it's based on bundled with it

IBM PC/Clones

Program Space Quest Il Price
524.85 Suopplier Activision, 23
Pond Street, London NW3.

Space Quest 11, Vohaul's Revenge,
throws: Roger Wileo back into con-
flict with Sludge Vohaul, the evil
scientist.

The chunky style of graphics
look decidedly at home on the PC,
and with text input and on screen
3-D arcade adventure action you
really can't go wrong.

continued on page 24 k
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Send for our catalogue of over three thousand titles for Amstrad CPC — PCW — PC,
Commodore, Spectrum, Atari/Atari ST, BBC, MSX, Electron Apple Series 2 — Apple
Macintosh computers all at discount prices.

E All prices include VAT, post & packing UK only. Export orders welcome. E
Coldstream Com?u.te:" Centre,

48 Duke Street, Coldstream, Berwickshire TD12 4LF
Shop apen Mon/Sat 850-1200 100-530 Tel: 08802973, 24-hour order service on 0830 2554,

(BBE)
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SUPERPAC: COMPLETE SYSTEM FOR LESS THAN WHAT YOU WOULD
PAY FOR A 520 STFM!

FOR ONLY

£250.95 | St

INC VAT —— A o—

THE SUPERAC
INCLUDES. .. : 5

. Muonitors (if required)
’ ATARI monachrome, high resolution:

Philips colour, madium resolution
CMBB33 £299 inc. VAT.
COMPUTER: SOFTWARE: Post and packing on monitar. £7.00

v ATARI 520 STV computer u ATARI Basic We stock 1 range of ATARI products,
v 16 bit 68000 CPU. 8 MHz v RAM disk, clock, Doodle o tinpimosiines prniees: Mega She and G
v B20K bytes of RANS 192K bytes of ROM v Megarowds, ST Writer Wardprocessor I?a;,c-r_ ARSI e ['_ and l‘_"g", .b_"'l"“'m{r" of
v 128K ROM cartridge optional 2othuare e, sccessoties |laadsy nbhonsspdoer

bbb LA £ DISPLAY: discs, graphicta » digitiser, hard disc, drive

FD-200 DISC DRIVE: v UHF output for calour TV mechanism, sound synthesiser atc |
v Double-Sided 3.5 inch Disc Drive v manior output SHOPPING HOURS -M“'D ORDERING:
v 720K bytes (formatted) of storage Maonitor optional We are open Manday 1o Saturday, from 9.00am to
v Twice the capacity of the 5205TFM drive .E'SOF.TmtSﬂmm”\ from 10 30am). We HHGeptatuess
W j all protected software nociy a cied RRs
OUR PRICE PROMISE: PHONE ORDERS:
Yeta complete system, up to the mains plug, andwith a double-sided discdrive, the MEGAPAD costs only m
£259 95 inc. VAT actually less than the 520 STFM! You can be certain that this is the best price you would (o )510151
find armywhere, we will refund the difference if you find the same system cheaper from any official ATARI ADVANCED SYSTEMS AND TECHNIQUES
dealer. Please allow £7.00 for post and packing UNIT 32/33 RUTHERFORD CLOSE
Pubhe Domam software: only £2 00 per disc!. Ring for list PROGRESS ROAD
EASTWOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
EVERYTHING ATARIST SOUTHEMD-OM-SEA
AS.&T. jampr (0702) 510151 ESSEX 559 5L.Q
Fowss Wihaui B Pace™ -
AMIGA HARDWARE ATARI ST HARDWARE DISCS

ARDD & Modulstor 49985 520 ST-F8 finc. 5 P/ Dises). Al with ifetima guarssiten, 100% acree free

{Inchudes D/Fant + 10 P/D Discs + Mare!) 520 ST-FM + SM125 Mone Monar_. Hidex,/Oysan Bulk 3: " lincluding Labels)

T s S MEGA ST2Mh i T

Carmted oty oy eSS WEGK ST 24 + 5415 s B e53730  L€SS S0 1% £1185 £2195 5150 £9S50 E1BTE0

: MEGAST M. ... emso Your DSODid5m £1350  £3150  £5150  £11000 £199.00
Comana CAX354 Diec Drive eizaon Your
! 512K Expansion + Cioch £98.40 MEGA ST ﬂHh+Sﬂ\|'|25MMm1ﬂf £1210.50 Fart Safe Data 3" DSDD 135“]'
4 al aim |
4 2 A Pﬂﬂ SC1224 Colour Mendpr ........... LTI 10 in Libeary Case .. . —— ..E14.95

Sugra 20Mb Hard Disc for ASOO. £745.00 SUMBD4 Laser Printer. .
Supra BOMB Hard Disc for AS0D. £1455,00 Elchallge SHE04/5 20Mp Hard Disc... b BASF/Athana Bulk 5-” llnﬂudmg sleaves and Ialm]sh

Easy Drawing Tahlet ASO0 £31500 MEGA ST 4Mb SM125 + SLMBOM + SH205 £2775.00 . B 5 g w0 100
S e s e Above Deal Plus Timeworks TP SSOD SGtp  F940 E1775 £ EEII0 £27250

: e thd DSOD 96w E980 EIBSD  £3350  EEAAD  £285.00
m?;lf:::s:ll:?;:?::;:}cms"'I,'!-E‘35 il Highensity £3182  €8525 10190 E19670  E£89750
; = SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
bl ok ST SOFTWARE - GAMES M Branded 34" D500 135191 10 b0k ... mly £1750
Star Trek
AMIGA SOFTWARE - GAMES Star Wars | £14.95 sach or all thea for £42.00 BBC
Backlash

All the latest titles - available on first day of release

At least 25% off RRP Joypstick (oo interface netded)........ e e E

Bas! o

Flight Simulator 1| (Lamited affar) £29.95 Jewels OF Darkness, Sificon Dreams, Al our prices include YAT sed carriage in UK. Overseas orders welcomed. For

King’s Cloest |, and Il (Set) . F18.75 {Galden Path, Boulderdash Construction Kit, Europe: plesse add 10 to shove prices, further afild plesse sk for 3 quate

Hunt For Red I']:!mr et = EM'SE Pirates 0 Barbary Coast, Tass. Temes In Tone Town IF v dom't S - here - o o o el Remember . wee support most micros
R . £6.95 pach #od have new stocks amiving daily.

Balance of Power...........

£22. i
250 Zurk ), I or I, Balyhoo, Hallywood Hijins. We especially welcame part-sxchange and we would be only

Griome Ranger . o ETRZS  Trinsty, Spellbweaker, Moonmist, Wishringer,
Lurking Hosror.. it E1B5 Hacker, Hacker I, Borrowed Time, Mindshdow b et L B
T e e e Y8 B0 Write to:
™ ST SOFTWARE - SERIOUS 59 SWANLEY ROAD

AMIEA SDF 'q'HE SEHIDUS Timawarks Desﬁtu:p Publigher {Brifhant!) {intro, offes} ... £79.95
Scribhle v2.01 .. o ET9.95 18t Word Plus . R L EB4.50 WELHNG, KENT DA1 B 1 LL
Superbase l’ersunal........ - - £7895  Easy Draw 2 ... £64.50 v 5
Lattice Amiga Dos £-v4.0 £13450  Cybes Sidio !MI adt1 s a’su wmlsahhj trnlm offer).... £69.95 or PHUNE [" '3['4 2631

vy Wordwriter ST {Inc. 3-way Spell Chacker and Thesaurus) .. £64.50

ﬁf;ﬁ;:f: o e Sk : Cheques ta AMTEN LIMITED
Dymamic Cad........... . E389.95 i:"i'::fl‘l‘ P""::"“ Callers welcome but please “phone first ——
Aeps Draw-Plus £149.95 A We are opan Mon.-Sat. Sam-10pm
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Software guide
continued
< conlinued from page 21

Spectrum

Program Tank Busters Price
£1.99 Supplier Firebird, Welling-
ton House, Upper St Martin's Lane,
London.

Very much a PBatilezone style
affalr with the added bonus of
wire guided missiles.

Seek out the lager of... no
that's something else.

Seek out the aliens and destroy
the suckers, Laudible enough
quest and the wire frame 3-D
graphies are good enough.

Budget software tends to be
rather hit and miss, with the
emphasis on the latter. Nice to
report a game that is firmly in the
former category.

Program Pro Golf 2 Price £1.99
Supplier Atlantis; 28 Station Road,
London SE26 5AG.
A golf simulation sequel for 1-4
players, featuring Royal St Geor-
ge's and Lytham St Annes.

Not particularly impressive and
as far ds I'm concerned, if it isn't
Leaderboard, it isn't golf.

Program Rock & Wrestle Price
£1.89 Supplier Firebird, Welling-
ton House, Upper 8t Martin's Lane,
London.

Wasn't this the Melbourne House
wrestling game from a couple of
years ago that everyone was par-
ticularly unimpressed with? Yes,
50 it was,

Program Xen Price £1.99 Supplier
Top Ten, 12 Chiltern Enterprise
Centre, Station Road, Theale,
Berks RGT 4AA.

Finally, a re-release from more
recent times from Top Ten.

Xen is a vertically scrolling
shoot-'em up with lots of colour
(aka Lightforce), decent gameplay
and it's pretty cheap to boot. A
good buy,

Program Chaos Price £1.99 Sup-
plier Firebird, Wellington House,
Upper St Martin's Lane, London.

I mentioned this a couple of weeks
back in Hotlines.

Oh dear, it doesn't look very
good at all. Still, any game which
allows for eight players squeezing
around a keyboard deserves a look.

Program Sports Hero Price £1.99
Supplier Firebird, Wellington

Galifornia Games

t is the first week of cold

January and US Gold has final-
ly got round to releasing the
Spectrum version of California
Games.

California Games is a multi-
load event game with six differ-
ent events, Half Pipe Skateboard-
ing, Foot Bag, Surfing, Roller
Skating, BMX Bike Racing and
Flying Disk. In the foot bag
event, yon must keep the bag in
the air for one minute and 15
seconds only using your feet,
knees and head, while trying to
perform a few stunts for extra
points.

Surfing has you trying to stay
near the curl of the wave and
manoeuvring the board at high
speeds. What all the events have
in common is a need to show your
skills to the full - the more skills
you have, the more points you
will gain.

While the game sounds exeit-
ing and the inlay card makes
interesting reading, the game is
let down by the way in which the
graphics are defined.

Controlling the characters in

HOLLYWOSD.

the various events is also a little
confusing.

The actual packaging, presen-
tation and idea of the game are
guite good. It is a real shame that
these points were let down by the
standard of programming.

One fun aspect of the game is
the chance to choose your own
sponsor from a selection of
names including Ocean Pacific,
Frisbee and Bluebird. Also, by
purchasing the game, you have &
chance to win some prizes from
US Gold including surf boards
and tee-shirts.

Galactic Games

011 the face of it, Galactic
fames could almost be called
Flogging a Dead Horse in
Space. How many more sports
games will the great British pub-
lic tolerate? But Galactic Games
has a secret weapon; some of the
events are funny as well as being
enjoyable. What yon get are
100m Slither, Space Hockey, Psy-
chic Judo, Head Throwing and
the Metamorph Marathon.

The first event is an exciting
race between two worms. It is
good fun and the animation of
the worms, especially when they
try to saper slither, is well done.

Space Hockey is & novel re-

' goes

working of an old standard. The
goals at either end of the pitch
are black holes and if a player
approaches too close, down he

As the players are a sphere,
judicious use of the brake is
necessary to retain some mea-
sure of control over the proceed-
ings. Space Hockey is best played
against a friend; beating the
computer is not so much fun.

The worst game of the five is
undoubtedly Psychic Judo, an
event in which the players lob
balls of psychic energy at each
other. Guide the ball of plasma
and erect a shield to block retal:
iatory action.

My favourite event is head-

But having the chance to win a
prize or choose your own sponsor
does not redeem the game. US
Gold could have produced some-

thing of a higher standard, Cali- |

JSfornia Games is a sad release
from the company.

Reviewer Leslie Bunder
Rating 6

Micro Spectrum

Price 37.85

Supplier US Gold

throwing. Not the sick variety in
which the player throws some
poor unfortunate's noggin. In
this game you leg it down the
track as fast as possible, stop to
get the correct angle and then off
it goes — your head, that is. While
it is airborne, extra lift is provid-
ed by flapping the ears.

To avoid bouncing on touch-
down it is necessary to press the
fire button to start the he

rotating. Get it correct and your

head dives nose first into the
turf. Enormously funny, this is

by far the best event in the |

collection and justifies the
purchase.

The last event, the Metamorph
Marathon, is a timed obstacle
course. To get round successfully

_ a number of shape changes are

the order. Become a runner, bur-
rower, jumper or flyer,

Although the graphics and
sound are nothing to shout about
most of the events are entertain-
ing enough and who could resist
the opportunity to throw his own
head?

Reviewer Duncan Evans

Rating 13

Micro Amstrad CPC

Price $£9.99 (tape), £14.99
(disc)

Supplier Activision
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Wrestling

| restling is a much bigger
game — [ hesitate to use the
_) word sport - in the States than it
is in the U.K. It is a surprise,
then, to witness Microprose im-
porting Micro League Wrestling,
an official World Wrestling Fe-
deration product.

What really is impressive
about the game is the standard of
the graphics. They are all digi-
tised shots of Hulk Hogan and his
two challengers, Randy ‘Macho
Man' Savage and Paul ‘Mr Won-

Bubble Bobble

ould you describe the title

Bubble Bobble as the great-
est arcade game of the year? |
I J would not.

Bubble Bobble casis you as a
small predominantly green mon-
ster which spits bubbles. The
object is to leap around the
platform-strewn screen, spitting
the bubbles at leaping enemies.
There are 100 screens to com-
plete and eight credits with
which to play.

To clear a sereen you need to
hit all the rampaging bogeys or
whatever they are. Hitting one
resnlts in it becoming encapsulat-
ed in a bubble, which rises slowly
towards the top of the screen.

To kill the nasty, burst the
bubble or, in other words, stamp
on the sucker. A piece of fruit
springs forth, which can then be
stamped on for bonus points.

There are myriad features in
the form of magic targets and
bonus letters. Also fire; thunder
and water bubbles will help des-
troy the bullies quickly,

Watching the water bubbles

derful’ Orndorff, in various poses

as they flounce round the ring.
Rather than being an arcade-

style game, like the U.5. Gold

Championship Wrestling, ML
Wrestling is apparently more
strategic. After suffering the
preliminaries in which the com-
batants are ‘interviewed' by the
TV channel showing the event,
the clocks starts ticking and a
list of your possible options ap-
pears to the left of the main
display.

A strength counter measures
yvour ability to deliver blows as
frightening as The Clothes Line,

buarst and pour downhill is one of
the bright spots in a generally
mediocre game.

Clearing a sereen quickly -
and the first four or five can be
cleared very quickly and very
easily — allows for high point
targers on the next level. Instead
of sguashing fruit for 2,000
points maximom, you can hit
jewels and other goodies for
5,000-10,000 points.

If you take too long on a
screen Baron von Blubba ap-
pears. He is indestructible, so

while a damage counter clocks
how much sense you are having
knocked out of you. If you do not
get off to a good start the match
rapidly becomes a lost cause and
the one fall needed in the 20-
minute mateh to win soon ocecurs.

The action is animated, in a
erude kind of way, but as this is a
crude type of sport it is rather
appropriate. Between two and
four frames of digitised action
are played rapidly to give gn
unconvineing illusion of move-
ment. In true TV style the
camera switches to the crowd
from time to time. The only thing
missing is a break for the
advertisements.

Micro League Wrestling is
interesting enough for about two
games, After that the glamour of
the digitised pictures tends to
fade and the inherent boredom
rises to the surface. If you are a
wrestling fan the appeal will last
longer but as far as I'm con-
cerned I would rather watch mar-
garine melt.

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 10

Micro Atari 8T

Price £19.95

Supplier Microprose

when he appears get your finger
out otherwise you have had it,

Bubble Bobble is mildly enter-
taining in a monotonous kind of
way. It is fine for the younger
games player but otherwise it
lacks the kind of polish which
would convince you it was really
running on an Atari ST,

Reviewer Duncan Evans
Rating 10

Micro Atari 5T

Priee %19.95

Supplier Firebird
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Software guide
continued

- continued from page 23

House, Upper St Martin's Lane,
London,

Four events feature in another
Melbourne House budget re-re-
lease affair. 100 Metre Sprint,
Long Jump, 110 Metre Hurdles and
the Pole Vault are all vou get. It
may only be 5199 but this is
hardly good value,-and the graph-
ics are nothing to tell David Vine
about either.

Program The Colditz Story Price
£1.99 Supplier Atlantis, 28 Station

FLECTRONBAEC

M ate

Road, Londen SE25 5AG.
Escape from Colditz Castle, while
avoiding the guards who will have
you shot at dawn if they cateh you,
An arcadestrategy adventure
that is reminiscent of Ocean’s The
Greal Escape. Only it isn't that
good.

Program Deflekior Price 5995
Supplier Gremlin Graphics, Alpha
House, 10 Carver Street, Sheffield
81 4F8,

See Commodore 64 listing for the
biz.

Program Compendium Price
50,00 Supplier Gremlin Graphices,
Alpha House, 10 Carver Street,
Sheffield S1 4FS.

Four simple games that are no
worse than the other versions,
considering the Spectrum’'s
graphics,

Program Madbnlls Price 5795
Supplier Ocean, 6 Central Street,
Manchester M2.

Check out the review of the Am-
strad version for relevant
comments.
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rivate image

Peter Worlock tests out JCL's Digipic video
digitiser for the Amiga.

ost of us would like to be able to

produce the kind of graphics the

Mirrorsoft Cinemaware range have
made commonplace in games like Defender
of the Crown and, most recently, King of
Chicago. The trouble is that most of us do
not have the artistic talents to draw
anything except Invasion of the Match-
stick Men, but if you have an Amiga, a
video camera and a spare 5300, an easy
solution is at hand.

The JCL Digipic video digitiser allows
you to capture video images and use them
in almost any Amiga software. That is
reputed to be how Palace Software trans-
lated the realistic movements of the pro-
tagonists in Bar-

helps with focusing, contrast and other
initial setting-up, With a video recorder, of
course, you can leave it hooked to the TV
as usual.

When you have a suitable image you
select Digitise from the menu bar and
Digipic grabs a frame and displays it on the
Amiga monitor. An additional video display
is not essential, since you can have Digipic
constantly grab a sequence of images and
display them successively on the Amiga.
When you see one you like you press the
Escape key and Digipic keeps that one and
breaks out of the loop.

[ found the system gave excellent re-
sults from both TV signals and pre-

has the EGSA adaptor.

All this is not to say that Digipic cannot
work in colour . . . but the process is a little
more complex. Supplied with the package
are three colour filters in red, green and
blue, These are fitted to your camera and
used in sequence. Digipic takes three
images with the filters masking out the
corresponding eolours and the three resuli-
ing pictures are merged to give a fairly
accurate colour image.

: L

Rock-steady camera

How accurate it is depends on the quality
of the' camera, lighting, and having a rock-
steady camera dur-

barian. Now you,
too, can have your
friends act scenes
from your latest
epic, grab se-
quences using Digi-
pie, touch up the
images in Deluxe
Point and then use
the resulting graph-
ics in  your
masterpiece.

The digitiser is a
large black box,
about the size of
two external disc
drives, which con-
nects to the Amiga
parallel port. A ca-
ble from the video

ing the three shots,
The results, the
manual implies,
range from excel-
lent to poor. Once
you have captured
4 suitable image
the first thing to do
is to save it. The
Digipic software al-
lows you to save in
a variety of for-
mats, depending on
what you want to
do with the image
Since 4 screenful ol
bit-planes occupies
a good deal of
memory you can
save a file in com-

camera plugs into
the rear of the Digipic unit and then you
power up everything, load the software
and start shooting,

Although the system is designed specifi-
cally to work with a video camera you can
use any other suitable video source, such
as a video recorder, which is what I used
for this review, A suitable cable is easily
available from most hi-fi and electronics
stores but 1 made one by butchering two
spare TV interface leads.

Hooked to the TV

Using the software was simple. If you are
using a camera it helps to have a separate
monitor in addition to the Amiga monitor
for displaying the camera image, That

recorded video tapes. Digipic really works
in mono and will give first-class black and
white images using a 16 level grey scale.
An additional adaptor is supplied to reside
between Digipic and the Amiga which
gives an extended 32-level grey scale and
this produces correspondingly better
images.

Masking out

The only disadvantage to using extended
grey scale pictures is that the adaptor
must be present on the Amiga whenever
the images are to be loaded, even if you
want to put them into another program.
This means that you cannot pass on a disc
of EGSA pictures unless the recipient also

pressed  form,
which saves disc space but might give
problems if your other software cannot
read the format,

The other main option is to specify the
number of bit-planes to be saved. Digipic
uses six planes in monochrome to store
higher-resolution pictures than most soft-
ware. If you want to lpad the image back
into Digipic you must save six planes.

Some programs like Deluxe Paint will
not accept six planes so you can choose
four- or five-plane formats. Generally, four
are used for monochrome pictures and five
planes for colour,

Finally, you also have the choice of
saving only a part of the whole screen
image, which uses considerably less disc
space.
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The software also provides a series of
image-processing tools which can be used
to enhange a poor-quality image. They
include the ability to affect the brightness
of each pixel, the contrast between neigh-
bouring pixels and the opportunity of
clipping very light and very dark grey
levels from the scale,

Two other options allow you to spread
the range of greys across the full 16 levels,
producing a more even tone. It is great fun
experimenting with these tools and some
interesting graphic effects can be produced
but [ found that, from the video recorder at

jast, the first image produced by Digipic
ras excellent and using the tools always
resulted in a reduction in quality,

%Q UANT

up

DOMN
3
EXIT|OK|

The only other comment on the software
tools is that they form the basis of my only
complaint about the sysiem, and it is a
minor one, anyway. Some of the tools take

time to complete their task but there is no

indicator of that. If you pull down a menu
while some image processing is taking
place you get a ghosting effect in the main
picture. Use of the “busy" icon on the
mouse pointer would cure this simple fault.

More interesiing is the ability to port
vour digitised image into Deluxe Paint or
something similar and you can then touch
up lines, altering the contrast and adding
colour. From there you can do almost
anything with it, including using the
resulting images in your programs, includ-

ing Basic.

The real question is ultimately what you
might expect to do with a video digitiser
and the honest answer for the moment is
“not much", The system is great fun to
play with and, provided that you are
prepared to do a good deal of work
touching-up pictures you can use themin a
variety of programs.

If you do not have a video camera all the
images available to you are strictly copy-
right and you could not use them in any
commercial program.

Estate agents

Perhaps the major use will be in compiling
a video database. With a camera attached
to a copying stand, you could create a file
of Amiga pictures - of photographs, book
covers, technical drawings, architects'
plans and so on. Estate agents could hold a
database of properties for sale, complete
with a picture of each house, These can be
compiled into one of several commercial
database packages which support pictorial
as well as textual data.

Suffiee it to say that if you ean think of
an application which requires, or would be
improved by the ability to use real-world
images on your Amiga, the Digipic system
is excellent. The hardware was well-built
and reliable, while the software is virtual-
ly flawless. i5]

Produet: JCL Digipic

Price 5299 plus VAT

Supplier Precision Software, 6 Park
Terrace, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4
TJZ
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Disciple on the cheap?

the size of the box - scarcely big

enough to hold a large paperback; the
second is the interface - not much bigger
than a pack of cards and probably not so
thick. I was expecting something similar to
the Rockfort Disciple but this is a new and
different beast. Neat, tidy; gone is the hot
plastic Disciple box with the +2 dangling
uneasily above; this is metal, sticks out
behind and runs cool - only one PAL
instead of two; with a near LED atop which
shows it is powered - it is extinguished
during disc operations.

The +D is full of surprises. The first is

Size

It is not much wider than the edge
connector in front; there is just room for
dise ribbon cable and printer ribbon cable
connectors - stan-

John \Wase reviews
the Miles-Gordon + D
Disc Interface.

takes a snapshot of the whole memory,
either 48K or 128K. It is not intended as a
competitor of Multiface interfaces and will
not permit Pokes; nor is there a toolkit.

| tested it with Tasword +2 with the
Disciple patch, as saved on a Disciple. It
loaded it admirably; it really is compatible
with Disciple discs and the snapshot
hutton worked, taking around 15 seconds
to save the whole 128K on my geriatric
drive: re-loading took an impressive eight
seconds.

The snapshot button plus other keys will
also dump small screens on almost any

are other alterations in the operating
system.

The system file now boots to a different
location; in the Disciple it loaded first then
moved down into the operating area, with
some duplication. With this and the remo-
val of the network code there is now some
2.75K of paged RAM left for the user; for
example, to insert extension Basic directly
or from the boot program to allow random
aceess files, the hardware is arranged for

ready acess from Basic to a disc sector. ‘.,

Quirks

Port addresses differ from the Disciple 5, 6
and T +D uses 2, 3 and 4, the same as
Microdrives. It is therefore no longer
Microdrive- or Discovery-compatible - no
point in & disable button; nor ZX printer-
compatible, but

dard BBC types - at
the back. No joy-
stick port, no
through port - get
out your microslots
- no network, no
disable button.

At first it
crashed in 128K
mode; with my ar-
rogance [ had
started without
reading the man-
ual. The first page
of text indicates

should run with
other peripherals
like Kempston in-
terfaces, mice and

midi. Additional
quirks Disciple had
with its streams
and channels have
also  been sorted
out.

The 24-page Ab
manual is well pro-
duced and clearly
written with exam-
ples and answers to

clearly that for a
12842 “go into EDIT mode and select
SCREEN to avoid problems later". Prob-
lems? They mean it. This is fiddly and
could perhaps have been avoided but 1soon
got used to it. Once operating, it is very like
the Disciple but with improvements,

Formatting

There is the same formatiing - up to 800K
per disc depending on drive; two drives
served - and all the usual facilities for
saving, loading, verifying, re-naming and
copying files. There are many files, too -
Basie, code, screen, number and character
arrays. Microdrive files, “special” files and
execute - auto-running code - files; and
48K and 128K snapshots.

The snapshot button next to the LED

printer and A4 screens on Epson-compati-
bles with full grey scale,

Finally, unlike Disciple, you can abort
any unintended snapshot; I dropped a disc
on it by mistake by pressing “X", a useful
addition.

The printer port works well - it must to
do screen dumps - and will work as a
stand-alone parallel interface. Unlike the
Disciple, you do not need to boot the system
disc or load a systems tape. This has been
re-designed from Disciple days and is now
much easier to follow; [ preferred the blue
sereen;, too.

Alterations

I noticed, however, that single density
systems are no longer catered for. There

potential queries.
Spurees of information for more advanced
users are indicated, principally from IN-
DUG, the user group, which has a useful
hot-line for burning problems.

The review sample had several PCB
modifications, proof that testing had re-
vealed problems which had been rectified:
my issue seemed fairly bug-free. Notches
for ribbon eable econnectors were hand-
filed in the metal.

I enquired and was told that production
interfaces would have re-designed PCBs
and properly-notched cases with the com-
pany logo painted on.

I thought the +D worked well. It works
with all Spectrums except the +3 - a pity
this has no ROMCS line - and on its own at
$49.95 or with a 780K capacity drive at
£128.95 offers good value for those seeking
an upgrade.

4

T
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Subscribe to
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A new look for an established magazine

Your Computer is now taking a new approach to satisfying its readership. More in-depth
reviews, more features, more style, and more to satisfy computer owners who want to do
more than just play games. We are sure that existing subscribers will immediately find the
magazine changes for the good, but if you have yet to subscribe, now’s the time!

Special offer

0% orr

Anyone subscribing to Your Compuler this issue will save 10%* on the new subscription
price of £15 per annum. This means that for twelve months, you will receive the best
computer magazine available, earlier than your [riends, and cheaper too!

A subscription to Your Computer makes an ideal present for a friend with an interest in
computers. Just complete the appropriate section below, make your cheque payable to
Focus Magazines Ltd and send Lo TIL, P.O. Box 64, Tonbridge, Kent TN12 6BW.

Iwould like Lo lake a dvantage of the Your Compuler special offer. Please begin my subscription with
the next issue of the magazine. I enclose a cheque/postal order for £13.50.

Name
Address

Postcode
Please send the subscription lo the person named below starting with the next issue.

Name
Address

Postcode

UK Resldents Only
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-PROGRAMMING: SPECTRUM

A game of squares
A Campbell Black

his program is a game for two players.
Tlt is based on the pencil and paper

game where you join the dots and try
to complete more boxes than your oppo-
nent. All the playing instructions are
included with the program. If you are using
a Spectrum with a rubber keyboard, the
cursor keys are CAPS SHIFT with 5, 6, 7 or
& Otherwise, the ordinary cursor keys do
the work.

The program shows how windows can be
used to make a simple game look far more
appealing than it would when printing
things straight on to the screen. 0O spectrum Plus 2

1000 REM #¥%¥*¥%HREXERLEEHH

1010 REM A GAME OF SQUARES 9
1820 REM Author: C.Black

124@ REM 1987

1@5@ REM VERSION 2.2

1060 REM ###FE#%EEEEREREEE

1@7@ REM

1075 REM

1@B@® REM #*% INITIALISE #%

1108 GO SUB 9500

1160 DIM N$(2.12)

1165 DIM C$(4)

118@ LET FLAGS=0

1185 INK 9: POKE 23458.8

1190 LET W$="GAME WINNER": LET U$="MATCH WINNER"

1220 REM **DRAW SCREEN##

124@ PORDER 5: PAPER S: INK B: CLS

1260 PRINT AT 1.1: PAPER &: INK 9:" A GAME OF SQUARES ACE 1987 ": PAPER 35:;AT 1
JO:CHRE 132:;AT 2,@:: GO SUB 300

1280 PLOT 7,159: DRAW 241.0: DRAW @,9: DRAW -241,@: DRAW @,-9

13@@ PRINT AT 3.@:CHR$ 132: FOR n=4 TO 1&: PRINT AT n,@:CHR$ 133: NEXT n LY
132@ PRINT AT 17.,@:: GO SUE 3350

134@ PLOT 7,39: DRAW 113,@: DRAW @,113: DRAW -113,0: DRAW @,-113

136@ PRINT AT 3,163CHR$ 132: FOR n=4 TO 1&: PRINT AT n,146;CHR$ 133: NEXT n

1380 PRINT AT 17,1&635: GO SUR 9350

14@@ PLOT 135,39: DRAW 113,0: DRAW @,113: DRAW -113,@: DRAW B,-113

142@ FOR n=3 TO 14: PRINT PAPER 3;AT n,17;" "1 NEXT n

144@ PRINT PAPER 4:AT 4,1B:n$(1); PAPER &:;AT 15,185n%(2)

1460 PRINT PAPER 73AT 9,18;"GAME " ;AT 9,25;"GAMES" ;AT 1@, 18;"SCORE" ;AT 10,25:;"
WON "

1480 PRINT PAPER 7:AT 7.20:;"B@" ;AT 7,26;"D0";AT 12,20;"00" ;AT 12,26;"00"

15@@ PRINT AT 19,@:CHR$ 133; PAPER &4:"GAME "; PAPER 7;"D@";:; PAPER &6:;" OF ": PAPE
R ?illaﬁll

1520 PRINT AT 2@0,@;: GO SUE 9400

154@ PLOT 7,15: DRAW 1@5,0: DRAW @,%9: DRAW -1@05,0: DRAW 0,-9

1560 PRINT AT 18,143;CHR$ 132; PAPER 33" z
158@ PRINT AT 19,143;CHR$ 133:; PAPER 3:° "
160@ PRINT AT 20,14;CHR$ 133:; PAPER 3;° "

1620 PRINT AT 21,14;: GO SUB 7450
1640 PLOT 7,15: DRAW 1@5,@0: DRAW @,%: DRAW -1@5,@: DRAW @,-%
166@ PLOT 119,7: DRAW 129,@: DRAW @,25: DRAW -129,8: DRAW @,-25
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168@ PLOT 143,47: DRAW 97,@: DRAW @,9: DRAW -97,@: DRAW @,-9

1700 PLOT 143,135: DRAW 97,@: DRAW @,9: DRAW —-97,@: DRAW 0,-9

1728 PLOT 143,87: DRAW 41.B: DRAW @,17: DRAW —41,0: DRAW 0,-17

1748 PLOT 199,B7: DRAW 41,@: DRAW @,17: DRAW -41,0: DRAW @,-17

176@ PLOT 207,111: DRAW 17,@: DRAW B,9: DRAW —17,@: DRAW 2,-9

178@ PLOT 159,111: DRAW 17,@: DRAW @,9: DRAW —17,@: DRAW 2,-9

1800 PLOT 207,71: DRAW 17,@: DRAW @,9: DRAW —-17,@: DRAW 0,-9

1820 PLOT 159,71: DRAW 17,8: DRAW @,9: DRAW —-17,@: DRAW @, -9

1840 GO SUR 3040

1850 PRINT PAPER 8: INK 9:AT 18,15;" *; INVERSE 1:"I"; INVERSE @:"NSTRUCTIONS"
1852 PRINT PAPER 8: INK 9;AT 19,15;" “; INVERSE 1:"S": INVERSE @;"TART" ;AT 20,1
53" PRESS A KEY®

1855 BEEP .@5, 15

1B4@ PAUSE @: LET I$=INKEYS

1865 IF Is="I" THEN GO SUB 90@0:: GO SUB 3242: GO SUB 9200: GO TO 1840

1870 IF I$="5" THEN GO TO 1900

188@ GO TO 1840

1895 REM #*NEW PLAYERS NAMES #*

1900 BEEP .@5.10

1905 PAPER 8: GO SUB 3242

191@ LET NN=1: FOR Y=4 TO 15 STEP 11: LET X=19

1911 LET Pg=" "

1912 PRINT AT 18.15; INK 93*INSERT NAME OF" ;AT 19, 15:"PLAYER "iNN;" THEN";AT 2@,
15;"PRESS "; INVERSE 1:"ENTER"

1915 PRINT AT Y.X: FLASH 1:" ":

192@ PAUSE @: LET I$=INKEY$: BEEP .005,20

1925 IF I$>="A" AND I$<="Z" AND X<=28 THEN LET P$(X-18)=I$: PRINT AT Y,X31$: LE
T X=X+1: GO TO 1915

1928 IF I$=CHR$ 12 THEN PRINT AT Y,X3" “: LET X=X-(1 AND X>19): LET PE(X-18)="
": GO TO 1915

193@ IF I$=CHR$ 13 THEN PRINT AT Y.X:3" ": LET N$(NN,Z TO 11)=P%$: LET NN=NN+1: N
EXT Y: GO TO 2000

1940 GO TO 1920

196@ REM

1980 REM

1990 REM #*GAMES IN MATCH##

2888 LET P$=" ": LET Y=19: LET X=12

2010 GO SUB 3242: PRINT INK 9:AT 18, 153 "INSERT MAXIMUN" ;AT 19,15: "NUMBER OF GAM

ES" :AT Z2@,15:"IN MATCH"

2020 PRINT AT Y,X: FLASH 13" "; FLASH @3;" *

2030 PAUSE @: LET I$=INKEY$: BPEEP .005,20: IF I$<"@" OR I$:"9" THEN GO TO 2830

2035 LET P$(1)=I%: PRINT AT Y,X;P$(1); FLASH Eres ok

204@ PAUSE @: LET I$=INKEY$: BEEP .005,20: IF I$=CHR$ 13 THEN LET P$="@"+P$(1):
GO TO 2060

205@ IF I$<"@" OR I$:"9" THEN GO TO 2040

2055 LET Ps(2)=I%

2060 LET MATCH=VAL P$: PRINT AT Y,X:P$: IF MATCH=D THEN GG TO 2000

2065 GO SUPR 3242: PRINT INK 9:AT 18,15;"PRESS ": INVERSE 1;"ENTER"; INVERSE @:"
TO":AT 19,15;"CONFIRM OR ANY":AT 20,15;"KEY TO CORRECT"

Z207@ PAUSE @: IF INKEY$<>CHR$ 13 THEN GO TO 2000

2PB@ LET GAME=1: LET G1=@: LET G2=0

2083 REM *¥NEW GAME #%

2086 PRINT AT 19,6;"@" AND GAME<1@:GAME

210@ GO SUR 324Z: PRINT AT 18,15; INK 9; PAPER B::" CURSOR KEYS" ;AT 19,15:" MO
VE ARROWS.":;AT 2@,15; INVERSE 1;"ENTER"; INVERSE @:" DRAWS LINE": BEEP .@5,15

2200 DIM h$(7,7): DIM v$(7,7): DIM b%${b,6)

2220 IF FLAGS THEN GO SUE 9200: GO SUR 3040

2z24@: LET scl1=0: LET sc2=@: LET c$=CHR$ 144+CHR% 145+CHR$ 146+CHR$ 147: LET u=1:
LET u=1: LET CURPL=B: LET FLAG=0
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2268 IF NOT FLAG THEN LET CURPL=NOT CURPL

2288 IF FLAG THEN LET FLAG=NOT FLAG

2320 PRINT PAPER 73;AT 7,20:"@" AND scl<1@;5C1:;AT 12,20:"8" AND scZ<1@:5CZ2

2340 IF SC1x=19 OR 5Cz:>=19 THEN GO TO 32860: REM END OF GAME SEQUENCE

2343 IF SC1+5C2=3& THEN GO TO 3420

2358 PRINT AT 4,1B; PAPER 43 FLASH CURPL;N% (1):AT 15,1B; FLASH B; FLASH NOT CUR
PL; PAPER &:N$(2) ; -

2360 PRINT AT 16-2%y,Z#x%3 OVER 13 PAPER CODE B$(X,Y)-25ic$( TO Z);AT 17-2%u,2%u3
cHiF TC )

2380 PAUSE @: LET i=CODE INKEY%

2400 IF i=8B AND c#%=CHR% 144+CHR% 145+CHR% 14&6+CHR$ 147 THEN GO SUB Z180: LET &=
¥={1 AND x*1): GO TO 2350

2420 IF i=9 AND c#%$=CHR$ 148+CHR% 149+CHR% 150+CHR$ 151 THEN GO SUBR 3188: LET x=
#(1 AND x<b6): GO TO 2356@

2440 IF i=10 AND c%=CHR$% 15Z+CHR%$ 153+CHR$ 154+CHR% 155 THEN GO SUBR 318@: LET u
=y=(1 AND wu>1): GO TO 2350

2468 IF i=11 AND c$=CHR$ 15&6+CHR% 157+CHR$ 158+CHR% 159 THEN GO SUR 318B@: LET u
=y+(1 AND uy<é&l: GO TO 2350

2480 IF 1>=8 AND i<=11 THEN GO SUB 318@: FOR Z=1 TO 4: LET C$(Z)=CHR% (143+Z+(1I
—B)*4): NEXT Z: GO TO 2340 e
2500 IF 1413 THEN GO TO Z38@

2520 LET 1=((CODE c${1)-144)/4)+8

2580 IF i=8 AND wv$(x,u)=" * THEN LET v${x,y)="#": GO TO 2550

2608 IF i=9 AND v$(x+1,u)=" " THEN LET ws(x+l,uy)="+": GO TO,2&50

2620 IF i=1@ AND h$(x,u)=" " THEN LET h®(x,y)="#": GO TOQ Z658

2648 IF i=il AND h%(w,u+l)=" " THEN LET h$i{x,u+l}="#": GO TO 2458

26435 GO TO 2380

;2658 G0 SUB 31808

2655 PLOT (u+(i=2))#16, (y+(i=11))%146+32: DRAW 146%(i=1@8 OR 1=11),1&6#(1=B OR i=9)
2657 BEEP .@5,2

2660 IF i<>8 THEN GO TO 2740

26B@ IF vé(x+1,u)="%" AND h#(x,y)="+%" AND h#(x,y+1)="%" THEN LET XX=K: LET Y¥=Y
: GO SUR 3z00

2708 IF X=1 THEN GO TO 2240

2720 IF wHix—1,u)="%*" AND h#{x-1,yl="#%" AND h$(x—1.uy+1)="%*" THEN LET XX=xX-1: LE
T YY=Y: G0 SUR 3200

2748 GO TO Z260@

2768 IF 14>9 THEN GO TO 2840

278@ IF ve(x,u¥="%" AND h$(x,u)="%" AND h&(x,u+l1)="%" THEN LET XX=X: LET YY=Y: ‘
GO SUBR 320@

2800 IF X=6 THEN GO TO 2260

2820 IF vE(u+2,y)="%" AND hE(x+1,y)="*" AND h®iu+l,u+l)="%" THEN LET XX=X+1: LE
T Y¥Y=Y: GO SUB 3200

2840 GO TO 2240

ZB86@ IF i<>1@ THEN GO TGO 2740

2880 IF h$(x,u+1)="%#" AND v&(x,u)="#*" AND vH{x+l,y)="%" THEN LET XX=X: LET YY=Y
: GO SUB 3200

2908 IF Y=1 THEN GO TO 2260

2920 IF h3i{x.,y-1)="%" AND w${x+l,y—1)}="%" AND wv$(xn,y—-1)="=" THEN LET XX=x: LET
YY=Y-1: GO SUBR 3200

2948 GO TO 2260

2960 IF h$(x,u)="#" AND v&{x,u)="#" AND vE(x+1,u)="#%" THEN LET XX=X: LET YY=Y:
GO SUR 3200

2980 IF Y=4 THEN GO TO 2z40@

3000 IF h${x,u+Z)="%" AND vH(x+1,uy+1)="+" AND vE(xu,y+1)="#" THEN LET XX=X: LET
¥Y=¥+1: GO SUR 320@

J820 60 TO 2260

3040 REM *%% DRAW DOTS #%¥

3060 FOR n=3 TO 1&6: PRINT PAPER 7:AT n,1:" “: NEXT n

3@B8@ LET uc=48
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3100
3128
3140
3140
3170
3180
URN

3i9@
3200
3220

3282

3318
3338
3340
24Nz
337@
3400
3410

3558
3559

R 1; PAPER 4:AT 16-2%YY,Z#XX:" ":AT 17-2%YY, 2%XX3" ": BEEP .05,5: RETURN

3240 LET B$(XX,YY)=CHR$ 31: LET FLAG=1: LET SC2=5C2+1: PRINT OVER 1: PAPER &:AT
16-2%YY , 2¥XX:" ";AT 17-2%YY,2%XX:" ": BEEP +05,5: RETURN

3241 REM ** CLEAR COMMAND BOX %%

J242 FOR N=18 TO 2@: PRINT PAPER 33AT N,15;" "+ NEXT N: RETURN

3258 REM #* END OF GAME %%

3251 REM **GAME WON#*%

3235 G0 BUB 3242

3260 GO SUR 3242

3262 IF SC1»=19 THEN LET Gi=Gi+1:

3265 IF SC2»=19 THEN LET G2=G2+1:

3267 PRINT AT 7,26:"@" AND G1<1@:G1;AT 12,26;"@" AND G2<1@:G2

327@ IF G1>INT (MATCH/Z) OR GZ2>INT (MATCH/Z) THEN GO TO 3500

3275 IF G1+GZ=MATCH THEN GO TO 3400

328@ PRINT AT 5,18; PAPER 43 FLASH 1;W$ AND SCir=19

3290 FOR N=1 T0 3: BEEP .1,N-1: BEEP ,1.N: NEXT N: BEEP .2,N: NEXT N

J3@@ PRINT INK 9; PAPER B8:AT 1B,15:" PRESS ANY KEY":AT 19,15:;" FOR NEXT GAME"::
PAUSE @

3303 G0 SUB 3242: LET FLAGS=1: PRINT PAPER 33AT 5,18;" "$AT 14,18;3"
3306 PLOT 143,56: DRAW 97,8: PLOT 143,135: DRAW 97,0

N"3 FLASH @;" ";; BEEP .1,11: BEEP «1,2: BEEP .1,3: PRINT INK 9; PAPER 8:AT 19,

153" PRESS ANY KEY";AT 20,15;" TO REPLAY": PAUSE @: LET FLAGS=1i: GO TO 2@85

3500 REM ##MATCH WoON#%

3505 GO SUB 3742

3320 PRINT AT 5,18: PAPER 43 FLASH 1:U$ AND G1>INT (MATCH/2)

3525 PRINT AT 14,18; PAPER &5 FLASH 1:U$ AND GZ>INT (MATCH/2)

3538 FOR n=1 TO &: BEEP »1,n: BEEP .1,n+1: BEEP .1,n+2: NEXT n: PEEP .2,n: BEEP
«2,N: BEEP .3,N+1

3535 PRINT AT 1B,15; PAPER B: INK 9:" "5 INVERSE 13"N"; INVERSE- B:"EW MATCH" 3 AT
19,153" "3 INVERSE 1:"Q"; INVERSE @:"UIT":AT 20,15:" PRESS A KEY"

3548 PAUSE B: LET I%=INKEY$

3542 IF I$="(" THEN STOP

35344 IF I1%="N" THEN &GO TO 3550

3545 GO To 354@

4350 GO SUB 3Z42: PRINT PAPER 33;AT 5,18:" "yAT 14,18:" i

3552 PLOT 143,54: DRAW 97.@: PLOT 143,135: DRAW 97.0

3355 60 SUR 324%: PRINT PAPER B:; INK F3AT 18,15:" "3 INVERSE 1;"S5"; INVERSE @:"

AME PLAYERS" ;AT 19,15;" "; INVERSE 1:"N": INVERSE @;"EW PLAYERS" ;AT 2@,15:" PRES

5 A KEY"

2336 PAUSE @: LET I$=INKEY$

FOR w=1 TO 7: LET uc=1&

FOR a=1 TO 7: PLOT sxc,uc

LET xec=xc+16: NEXT a: LET ycsyc+1é: NEXT u

RETURN

REM *%PRINT ARROW*#* _

PRINT OVER 1: PAPER B:AT 16-2%y,2%x5c$( TO 2)3AT 17=2%y,2%x:c%(3 TO ): RET

REM *#COMPLETED SQUARE**
IF BS{XX,YY)<>" * THEN RETURN
IF CURPL THEN LET B®(XX,YY)=CHR$ 29: LET FLAG=1: LET SC1=5C1+1: PRINT OVE

PRINT AT 14,18; PAPER &4: FLASH 1:W$ AND 5C2x=19

LET GAME=GAME+1: GO TO 2BBS

FOR N=1 TO 3: BEEP .1,N-1: BEEP -1,N: NEXT N: BEEP .2,N: NEXT N

FOR n=1 TO &6: BEEP .1,n: BEEP «1,n+1: BEEP .1,n+2: NEXT n: BEEP - 2.n: BEEP
BEEP . 3,N+1

STOP

REM ##GAME DRAWN®*
G0 SUB 3242: PRINT INK 9:AT 18,173 INK 9: PAPER 8;" "; FLASH 1:"GAME DRAW

IF I$="N" THEN GO TO 3570
IF I$="5" THEN GO TO 3580

31 DECEMBER 1987-6 JANURRY 1988 POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY/33



-PROGRAMMING: SPECTRUM

356@ 60 TO 3556

J57@ 60 SUB 920@: GO SUER 3040: PRINT PAPER 8:iAT 4,18:°
"+ 60 BUER 35%9@: GO TO 1893

J5B0 GO SUE 920@: GO SUER 304@: PRINT PAPER 8:AT 14,183N$(1)3AT 15,183Ns(2): GO

SUR 3539@: GO TO 1998

359@ PRINT PAPER B:AT 7.20:;"0@":AT 7,26;"0@" ;AT 12,20;"00" ;AT 12

“3AT 15,185"

y 265 "0@" ;AT 19,

6:"@0" ;AT 19,12:"BO": LET FLAGS=0: RETURN

3600 REM #%#MATCH DRAWN#*#*

3610 GO SUB 3242: PRINT AT 18,153 INK 93" MATCH DRAWN "

3620 FOR n=1 TO &6: BEEP .1,n: BEEP .1,n+1: BEEP .1,n+2: NEXT n: BEEP .2,n: BEEF
.Z,N: BEEP .3,N+1

3630 PRINT INK 9:AT 19,15;" PRESS ANY KEY": PAUSE @: GO SUB 324Z: GO TO 3535

000 REM *#INSTRUCTIONS#**

2020 RESTORE %1002

?@3@ FOR M=1 TO 2

2035 GO SUR 3242

@346 GO SUBR FZ00

2804@ FOR P=3 TO 14: READ A%$: PRINT AT P,13:
NT A®(Q)s: NEXT Q: NEXT P
2058 PRINT AT 19,153 PAPER B:
?06@ NEXT M: RETURN

2100 DATA “","A Game for two","players.”. ™"
omplete a","sguare to win","a point.",""
hen you","win a point.*

711@ DATA "First player","to score more","than 18 points","wins the","current ga
me.","","Your aim is to","win more than","half of the","maximum no.","of games i
n ","the match.","","GOOD LUCK'"

7190 REM #*CLEAR GAME BOX#*

FOR Q=1 TO LEN A%$: BEEP .805,10: PRI

INK 93" PRESS ANY KEY": BEEP .@5,15: PAUSE @
"and c

An extra®,"turn w

,"Join the dots","with a line",
« "One line per","turn.

9200 PAPER 7: FOR K=3 TO 14: PRINT AT K,1;" "3 NEXT K: RETURN
930@ PRINT CHR$ 129;: FOR N=1 TO 2%9: PRINT CHR$% 131;: NEXT N

931@ PRINT CHR$ 13@: RETURN

350 PRINT CHR$ 1293;: FOR N=1 TO 13: PRINT CHR% 131:: NEXT N

9351 PRINT CHR% 13@3;: RETURN

2400 PRINT CHR$% 1293: FOR N=1 TO 12: PRINT CHR$ 131:: NEXT N

7410 PRINT CHR$ 13@;: RETURN

9450 PRINT CHR® 1279:;: FOR N=1 TO 15: PRINT CHR$ 131:;: NEXT N

9460 PRINT CHR$ 130
9500 REM **UDGs*#*
951@ RESTORE 9600
9528 FOR n=USR "a" TO USR "a"+127

953@ READ d: POKE n,d: NEXT n: RETURN

9402 DATA @,0,0,4,12,28,43,127,0,0,0,0,0,0, 248, 248, 127,63,28,12

i+ RETURN

,4,0,0,0, 248, 248,

9.0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,31,31,0,0,0,32, 48,56, 252, 254, 31,31,0,0,0,0,0,0, 254,252, 5
6,48,32,0,0,0,0,0,0

961@ DATA 3,3,3,3,3,0,0,0,192,192,192,192,192,3,3,31,15,7,3,1,0,192,192, 248, 240,
224,192,128,0,0,1,3,7,15,31,3,3,0, 128, 192, 224, 240, 248,192,192, 3,3,3,3,3,0,0,0, 15
2,192,192,192,192,0,0,0

Pay attention!

rom now on we are requesting that you
include a suitable stamped addressed
envelope for return of your submission.
Not enclosing a suitable SAE will mean that
your program will not be returned. You have
been warned.
With regards to future submissions we
are looking for articles on programming in
general, utility programs and applications

software and lastly, good games, Here are a
few types of program we don't want:
Educational, hangman, pools predictors,
mnahemﬂ:u:l, flashing borders, bank ac-
counts, disc catalogues and clocks.

Please do not telephone regarding any
queries or problems with the listings. If you
cannot get a program listing in the magazine
to work, write to me, care of Popular

ﬂbﬂlpﬂﬁﬂg,an{llwilldmlwithltumaa

IrmﬁewmhpNMHthmumwmlﬂ
you know. Corrections normally appear a

couple of weeks later.
Thanks. (&
Kenn Garroch
Listings Editor
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[ MICRO-FILE

STORT SOFT

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS - LIANTED MNUMBERS E ST SOFTWARE
JOAD STF -+ dawi SE1720 127 madum resohition coles mmess =DAE M. wrkaie Deaoes s deney. £728.95 " 59,95
SAIMBO. PRNTER fécs-matrin) £145 95 kg Pabisher [Twnmis) L7855 -
Déntronics Data Switch Bace (2-very) 3485 hir £19.85
5237 Data Switch Box [-weay) [24.85 £15.95
[P S —— £148.85 4585
£84 gi
INCREDIBLE LOW PRICES! ~[58.95
ALL DISCS CARRY A NO OUIBBLE REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE ARE CERTIFIED S _mmw’j;uf;r:ﬁ;‘u“- MEERRD
v 557 1] 8 I
100% ERROR FREE AND COME WITH LABELS, 51" ALSD HAVE SLEEVES AND 52 55/00 136 TPIIMEIDO} & 89 or g:.}g
; 00 Ll | & 50 /50 Iockic
WRITE PROTECTS. FLIP SIDED DISCS HAVE TWo INDEX HOLES AND TWOQ 5802100 130 TPHMEZOD] & 83 or £0/39 Jocks
NOTCHES. 135t b 0 25 0 100 500 n
L.k -
SPECIAL OFFER I S50 N1 00} £1060 E2dm £41.00 £47.00 L35 i
| Es 55";”‘“23”““%[“:]:5 msc :H‘: D00 {MFRDD) £1150 L2100 £5300 5900 4 Elegs
0 5% &NTPI 525 DESCS & 120 CAP LOCKING INSE BO3
100 55 4UTP1 5.25- DISCS & 120 CAP LOCKING DI5C BOX : CURARA GRIVES
25 D5 4NTPI 5.75" DISGCS & 170 CAP LOCKING DISC B0 g WTARLET 1 MEGABYTE £133.00
50 D35 48TH 525" DISCS & 120 CAP LOCKING BISC BOX ANEEA 1 MEGERYTE f179.00
108 05 48TP1 5.757 DISCS & 130 CAP LOCKING DISC 80% PO ADOITROMAL LEALSS O POWER SEPPLY REOURSD
| 51" DISCS FROM AS LITTLE AS 33 PENGCE ATARI HARDWARE - BARGAIN PRICES
BLANK § 1/4” DISCS 500 5TRM £27005
g 520 STM, 57334 (5 meg drwe) % 005
DISC NOTCHER FREE WITH EACH 109 DISCS PURCHASED 520 STM, 5E314 (1 meg deve] £13955
10 ing S0 ETM, SFI5S B SMIZS sny mondter £374.85 |
UNBRANDED THRIAL 10 P 50 100 plastie kb, case ER0STM SFI4 A SM 138 F43495
5548 TR £453 £53.00 £17.00 £im £5:50 * 1040 5TF & 56125 mony monasr i £510.00
0548 TF 559 E11m £15900 £35.00 £hi S0 Magu ST {2 megabyte AAM & 1 meg &), £EAE
{1595 T LB 1200 £31.00 £31.00 £750 Magu ST (2 mepadyte RAM & | meg drive) & SM125 £835 55
0535 TP FUF 5060 £7.00 £1400 £220m £3800 ££00 Mot ST (4 magatiyte UM 5 ) g o) £108500
SUMIC FUIP S0ED 0596 T [ 18] £20.00 £38.00 100 585 Mega ST (4 magabse RAM & | meg o) B 58125 - £1190:08
MIMIC HIEH DENSITY | Boeg 2300 L5210 £10000 £18000 [eLE]
COLOURED - mix and match 0 il n polee A Hartware oames. ith frew dieas crwernl] AL 5T came with 5 public deman dipry mchorbong CPM mruilito and th i cady pame Megw
;] £5.50 Erzm T3 00 Lkl £750 sy ir\'-d-d-:n!oull.w amcmrsudhmthnlmwnnkmnelﬁu' El:n.'l-h:.u.mns.ﬂ.hlram}@
R4 TP L1560 £14.00 £24 0 f44.00 £B50 :Elismﬁ.'knum...s\1m=wumwwmmu
0556 TH E8 00 £16:00 EzR.00 50100 £3.00
COMPUTER ACCESSORIES
LOCKING DISC BOXES L . i -
B e h . 5C MOTCHER {Doubla your @3 capacity n o norgl sicked chrvm) £355
| $} D < s g K {9455 ALANING KITS Lerakd nian-aboanive. type probert your valuable softiace
| HOLDES 43 % & HIr=s0) £355 517 oK £1%5 15 X £495
SPECIAL PRACE &
MOSFT, SNMBOL Prevter, $E1224 Gotor Menitar, Vet Werd & Spall i phy
2t s ** EEw0a o
MEGR ST (2 myg), SMMEOH. SE1224, 1 Wed & Spetl ** E1260.00 "
L e RETD? - suwi wpechy MEGA 5T {4 meg). SM125 Mons Morvtor. SLMEOA Lyoes Prisier &
= gu—z= 8 e SH04 Hard Diar Overs

Just write for more informateon. Cheques sic. peyable to STORT SOFT (Intemational ordars add 10% and remit in pounds Sterling by hank deaft o |
wntermtions! money order. White for quate in any ather turrency)

ACCESS/MASTERCARD/EUROCARD,/VISA accepted. CRETNT CARD ORDER LINE - 0279 89509 |
24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK - VAT & PP INC. NO HIDDEN EXTRAS - WHAT YoU SEE IS WHAT YDU PAY ‘

18 CROWN CLOSE, SHEERING, BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS CM22 7NX 549

SPECIAL NEW YEAR OFFERS
ON ALL COMPUTER REPAIRS
Formats covered include

Atari, Amiga, IBM, BEBC, CP/M, DES, OFS PS/2 AMSTRAD CPC 128 £17.60 AMSTRAD PCW 8512 £18.00
BBC B £17.60 ACORN COMPACT £18.00
COMMODORE B4 £16.00 COMMODORE 128 £18.00
BLANK DISKS ATARI 520 STFM ATARI 130 XE £17.60 ATARI 520 ST £18.00
e D :;2;5: Hfgg Only £289 with 5 blank discs PRICES NOT INC. PARTS OR VAT
D 48tpi £29.00 TS b 1 week turnover. Free collection for businesses.

CENTRAL MEDIA WYNTER ELECTRONICS

101 SPRINGEANK, HULL HU3 1BH Unut 30F, Atlas Village, Itf: Lane, Staf-?l:slc;::;ge;.ﬁlé?dm NWZ2 THU
TELEPHONE (0482) 26581 s Py

DUPLICATION

ALL FORMATS

For best prices fng us NOW!

COME ALONG AND DROP IT IN
OR PHONE US PLEASE BEFORE SENDING.

Magnetic Media & Specialist Computer Systems

ADVERTISING RATES FOR MICRO-FILE

Semi Display £8 per single column centimetre (+VAT)
Lineage 35p per word (+VAT)

CALL SUSANNAH KING, ROBERT COLE or TIM OWEN on
01-834 1717 FOR SEMI DISPLAY ADVERTISING
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FOR SALE

ROCK BOTTOM DISCS

(Lifetime Guarantee)

* FREE CASE * FREE CASE * FREE CASE *

10 kli} 50 100
Unbranded 3-5" D5/00 £11.50 £30.00 £48.00 £91.00
Unbranded 3-5” $§/00 £10.95 £2900 £47.00 £89.00
Branded Wabash 3-5 DS/DD £15.00 £41.00 £65.00 £120.00
Branded Wabash 3-5” 55/DD £14.00 £3850 £63.00 £116.00
Unbranded 53" DS/DD £570 £1390 £2200 £41.00
Branded Wabash 53 0S/0D £700 £19.00 £2900  £66.50

v Offers v
BRANDED 3-5” SONY DS/DD
Pack of 10 ONLY £19.95

FREE LIB. CASE (10) with 10 3-5” UNBRANDED or
WARBASH DISCS worth £1.30

LIB. CASE (10) 3-5” £1.30
LIB. CASE (10) 5:25" £1.30

Remember all prices include VAT & POSTAGE. For
EXPRESS 1st class despatch please add £1 per 10
discs.

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0329 282083 (24 hour)
Chegques/FO to:

EN Athene Consultants Y/

e 33 Holly Grove, Fareham \\Q
= Hants PO16 7UP ;

(E47)

IBM PC and AMSTRAD PCI512/1640
SHAREWARE/PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE

WATCH OUT! There are SHAREWARE SHAEKS about, and
they're after your money!!!

Why pay them £5 to £10 per disc when vou can have a larger
choice plus the latest releases from us, at only £3 per disc (less
for quantity, Starter pack at only £2/disc!). Send SAE for a free
catalogue.

NEW!!! Modula-2 compiler, 3D Chess, Bridgepal, Cnm-
poser, UK General Ledger, plus many more.

PC-STAR
P.O. Box 164, Cardiff CF5 3YB 73
S
GOLDSTAR BRANDED DISKETTES

Boxed in 10s with lahels, 100% certified, error free, fifetime guaranteed.

WHY TAKE RISKS, BUY BRANDED DISCS
357 MF-200 DS/00 80 TRACK 135 TPl ..o ..£10.20 per bax
525" M-200 DS/DD B0 TRACK 3B TPL oo £7.50 per bax

ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INCLUSIVE OF VAT AND
CARRIAGE
COUNTER OPEN MON TO SAT Sam — 5pm

P. V. Tubes (Computer Centre)

104 Abbey St.. ﬁc:nngmn.
Lancashire BBS 1E
EN Tel (0254) 380936 =

BS0

80 TRACK / DS DD 5%”
HALF HEIGHT DISC DRIVES

Uncased bare drive . nssininmiin aineiia. ...E60
Drives in cream metal cases.. £70
Cased drive with connecting leads to suit BBC micro . L £74.95

Special Offers on IBM compatible add-ons

Few only:

Racal CP2123 plug in modem card V21/V23....cciiin £99
20 meg hard cards..

32 meg hard cards... .. £330.00
40 track DS/DD bare drlues “black fmnted [half he:ghl] Suitable

for up-grading PC... ..£60.00
AT and T CDC Wren 1 36mb hard dlsc drwes {45!.15}

(uncased).. MRl
Irwin Model 125 20 meg tape SETQAMET 1.vvvrreseeeesneeeenins £300

Morey back if not satisfied and returned undamaged within 7 ‘days.
Callers welcome Mon-Fri 9-5.

Callers only. A selection of green screen monitors £34.95 to £59.95

Pinboard Computers Lid, o

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, London Rd, Baldock, Herts SG7 6NG
Tel: (0462) 894410 wnmm

E Prices include VAT, packing and parcel post. |

SECTOR SOFTWARE

288 and QL Specialists

For Z88 computers, software, expansion Ram, printer
leads, Eproms, erasers etc.

Send for price list and details

QL to Z88 file transfer software and cable............£23.00
QL keyboard membrane.............cccccoevveeneicinnnnnne. £6.00
Spectrum keyboard membrane ...............cccoeceeecec.... £6.00

Other OL and Spectrums on request

New this week — Flashback

OL database with speed increasing in excess of 100 times
over archive. Cheap, once used micro drive cartridges which
have had a commercial prngram recorded on them, tabs

removed then never sold ... .£1.25
QL printer Ieadsf?DU
Spectrum printer leads ..........ccocieiicienns £7.00
New microdrive cartridges... _each £1.90
or 20 in a storage hm{£3950
Access and Visa accepted
ENY Sector Software ™

39 Wray Crescent, Alnes Walton,
Leyland, Lancashire PR5 3NA Tel: 0772 454328

{643




FOR

SALE

25% 5:257 DgéDD DIscs
PL
100 CAPACITY LOCKABLE DISC BOX
FOR

ONLY £16.50

OR
50 = 5:25° DS-DD DISCS
PLUS
100 CAPACITY LOCKABLE DISC BOX
FOR

ONLY £26.00

20 x 3-57 DS-DD DISCS
PLUS
40 CAPACITY LOCKABLE BOX
FOR

ONLY £28.00

OA
40 x 3-5° DS-DD DISCS
PLUS
40 CAPACITY LOCKABLE BOX
FOR

ONLY £48.00

REMEMBER THE PRICE YOU SEE IS ALL
YOU PAY. (U.K. ONLY)
THEY INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE

Chegue or Postal Order to:

M | Manor Court Supplies Ltd
C

Dept PCW1, Glen Celyn House, Penybont,
Llandrindod Wells, Powys LD1 55Y.
Telephone: 0597 87784 or 0597 87792

OR fitted hub rings
100 x 5-25;Lrlzjss~n::- DISCS 100% guarantes
100 CAPACITY li%znmm DISC BOX
ONLY £41.00
a1 QTY  SS/DD  DS/DD
50 x 35" DS-DD DISCS 10 £10.00 £13.00
PLUS 20 £19.00 £25.00
90 GAP&CIT'ECL]%DKABLE BOX an £28.00 £37.00
50 £46.00 £52.00
ONLY £60.00 100 £90.00 £10000 | |
_OR Price includes |abels
80x 35 P?_SJSI’JD DISCS 100% guarantee
a9 ca.mcwrF égcxnsu BOX
ONLY £89.00 UK MADE LIBRARY CASE
51”or3}”
(10 capacity)
HEAD CLEANERS
_ ONLY 95p

DISKS 51~

QTY SS/48 DS/48 DS/96

75 x 5:25” DS-DD DISCS 25  £900 £1000 £11.00
PLU 50 £1600 £1800 £20.00
'00CAPACITY LOCKABLEDISCBOX | 100 £30.00 £33.00 £36.00
ONLY £34.00 200 £58.00 £61.00 £68.00

All includes envelope, labels and

Special offer price if bought
with discs + box offer

+ Fluid
+ Fluid

(if bought with discs)
by
377

4

PRINTER CABLE

ST/IBM/AMSTRAD 1512/CLONE
25 way D 1o 36 way cent

ONLY £7.75

Both for use with single or
double drives

EDUCATION AND GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME

This is 1he verdict from all our customers whao purchasad a copy of ''The

Gamaster”. This is a truly unique utility that sliows the user o gain infinite

lives on most types of games, and includes the brilliant "Slome”" davice, to

slow down most programs 1o your desired speed. Win all thase top prizas
with-"The Gamester'",

“Well worth buying . . ."" CRASH

“Very easy to use...” A.S.0, Mid-Glamorgan

Absalutely brilliant, now I play all those impossible games and sasily

gain high scores.”” R.D. Manchester

Spectrum 48/+/128/+2/+3
Compatible with Multiface 1/Multiface 128 /Snapshot
RRP.£9.99. ... . ....... MAILORDERE5
Cheques/Pls to:
8.0, 155 Wash Lane, Yardley, Birmingham B25 8PX

SAME DAY DESPATCH 540)

TRADE ENQUIRIES ALSO WELCOME

The Scrambler for BBC B,
Master and Compact

PROTECT your files for as little as £19.95. {p.&p.
incl.). The system to help you comply with the
DATA PROTECTION ACT. ENCODES any file held
on disc (ADFS/DFS). Menu driven. Unique
PASSWORD. Supplied on ROM. Ideal for schools,
colleges.

Number 3 Software,

3 Dairy Farm Court, Attleborough, Norfolk.

JANUARY DEALS ALREADY!

STORT SOFT

MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS

NEW YEAR SPECIALS - LIMITED NUMBERS

1040 STF + Atari SC1224 12” medium resolution colour
monitor, mouse etc, including Datapost next delivery.. £739.95
SMM804 PRINTER [ﬂat-matlix? £149.95

.........................

Centronics Data Switch Box (2-way) ... £24.95
R5232 Data Switch Box (2-way) ... £24.95
Centronics Crossover sw/hox......................_.__ £149.95

IT COULD ONLY BE FROM STORT SOFT! WHO ELSE?
SEE HALF-PAGE NOW FOR MUCH, MUCH MORE!

18 CROWN CLOSE, SHEERING, BISHOP'S STORTFORD, H

i1

ERTS CM22 TNX

ComPUTER REPAIRS FIRST A0
Fixed Super Low Prices! TECHNOLOGY

Inclusive of parts, labour and VAT 4’%

1 week turnround
Free collections/delivery available for local area

* AUTUMN O *
SPECTRUMS £14 inc. + Free Game
cB4 E£22 ine. + Free Game
C16 ine.

VIC20, C+4 £22 inc.

BBC £32 inc.

ELECTRON £19 inc.

AMSTRAD 464 £32 inc. + Free Game

SPECTRUM 128 £16 inc.

C64 P.S.U. FOR SALE £20 inc.

Flegse enclose payment with item = 3 month WaATaniy on e
Please enclose advert with rapair

W.T.S. ELECTRONICS 1e2)

5-8 Partland Road, Luton, Beds LU4 BAT. Tel: D582 358375, Telex: 26581




FOR SALE

AAMIGA EXPERIENCE

HARDWARE & SOFTWARE

ouT NOW! oUT NOW!

NE IGA 500 w out now SOFTWARE out now SOFTWARE out now
W AM Amiga Titles
Title Price it i
A A b0 i PRULIPS 88353 Borowed Tim, 57" oo sl
ABOO wit ILIPS 8 LI]I!’\EIOFIE IP E26. C hampionakip Foaibal £18.75 0O
Liti in €26 26 @ o [T
HIGH RES COLOUR MONITOR Eimciier Fociory £980 o Fheime &85 B
with STEREO SOUND OUTPUT Sy Fihior P D e c52E8 B
4 thuse ,!W-:;rkbench, Baéslic and I:)F“rainf’t665 gu!.mu T Egggg 8] R;P:E;T!’F'? g £22 50 O
aftwa ree sca afender af the Ceawn - s E22.50 O
s e B f280 | Hurwe fe7 o
rorpods 18 _ ar Glider £ g
...... - = Guiid of Thiovas £18.76 O  EnightOr £14,95 0
CUMANA 1 MEG [JJAMIGA A500 SPORTS BUNDLE Wintar Garnas £1875 O mﬁ& Gomas £1875 O
(=] 1] £1 m
AMIGADRIVES  C WSt s, Fiin T T Hiv o
= A PO % ] L £ 5 O
in stock THOIVEIALLY FACKED SPORTS GANES FraM Korate Kid | £18.75 O Amlgnur(r:rﬁm £14°95 =
for £129 ACTTVESION « GEL AMEFICAN FDOTEALL » Flight Sirmulaters I E3R.BO O Scanory Disc || E18.15 O
EASESALL « CHAMMONSESP DOLF :Scuaow Dheo 7 Hlli 33 L] gilt;n}l BEvizE E£18 555. 0
mipsCE -Ba 14 O
NOwW! £469.95 4 free modulstor LerEiulhnrl £14.95 [ LIU!H? Daylights £14.95 O
BMX Simulator £7:50 ¥ Backlaah E14556 O
Indeor Sporis E1485 3 Zuma TV Texi ET4 50 1
PHILIPS 88323 Monitors Annlyze & Sproadsheon £11000 O
Stereo Sound, Free Scart Cable
SR out now SOFTWARE our now SOFTWARE out now
ONLY Atari Titles
Title Price Ticw  Title ice  Ti
2265 Barrowed Tima L1878 I; Snanghai P;‘E.?E- “:_&
Ln:ﬁ:!ngg?nnnlpﬂamlw E%g gg =] Er—umﬂq:;o_ngmp Footbal Eé_l;;g L
i ‘pople 2 51 e [
c( COMMODORE C64 SPORTS PACK £169.95 BD“',"'“:;* "-‘of";"_:‘:'ﬁérw E3380 B ;ﬁ,‘_."" Stroer Publisher £Reg B
Btice: includes: Commodore GB4. Commadore C2N casseite umd joystic. THT ' 5 1495 © it k 0
: Cammadors sporis holdall bag. Bairy M s Bigsing, Gres Asmencan Roed Torrorpods 1{: 1;.?5 5| E:\PEI i E;g;g a]
ammodere Race. Decatblon, On Fahd Fosthall, Star League Easshall \fﬂr:l.uld ol'rTh-n'-los F:ggg ! t Ore g;-ﬂ.?s O
intor Gamos i E el o |
O Y 1180 e i 2 Pl gt o
i o Boar i o Metrosrom
E(inur::lné 1] i E}g};g ) H:;C;:Fﬁu‘leiﬂ Eqﬁ.?a 5]
_ arate Kid 1B i Juifory Archet f14.85 O
Flight 5S¢ 4 n G Seamnt TG B I
sr‘l.'l Dilse 7 f-?% EE e Flg7s o
i € E E14! I
DISCSl  DISCSE DISCS!  DISCSI  DISCS!  DISCS|  DISCS %%E:%?:!:?Li £is gg ;1 4 §§ ;I
ALL DISCS COME COMPLETE WiITH LABELS e bl EZiED, 5 :
V03§ 05/00 Deaey, 10 75 34 * E5/00 Doica. £24, 50 34" £5/00 Bnes. £47 10034 B5/00 E";‘L'“sw flaas fi878 o
(s + 1 Lowioble Dise B, £33 300 33 D500 Qites &3 Lockable i Banes, £ 168, 500 357 Blhih Wiar £14.95 £4400 O
57T Disce # 5 Lockabie e Bwes, £447 Lockade Dinc B -~ Wabds 60 377 Diaes. £8.95 Profibition £14.05 L cia7s O
1080 Dt Labwie, £2 indiana Jones £1486 C = Eagie £18:76 O
Nem out now SOFTWARE out now SOFTWARE out now
e Fitias
| Address ........c..coeunie ' T

Plosa na
i have nrclosad chegue/posial cider made payable o ' MEMORY STORE" Thask yu
o (versea oeders - aguned v povtage W

boxes | have ticked abava

Suite 5, 136 Ingram Street, Glasgow G1
Telephone: 041-552 4222

{633]

@ 24 hours

0932 787568

AMIGA £

A500 inc. Deluxe Paint + starter pack £485.00
A 1081 Hi-Res Monitor (not stereo)....£339.99
A1010 Ext. Drive £249.99
AS01 512K Expansion ...................£119.99

A521 TV Modulator..............occoce...... £24.99
Pagasettar i i it L 9:00
ERBIY T8 it LG I
Flight Simulator Il ..............cccouiorien.. £43.00
Word Perfect .cvu..eeeseivrarioneanniinness £228.88
BRUIEERD . cmscessnmparsanarssssn s BN D100
I [ e e e A e ey 12 )
ARGIS SONIK cccvvvevivesrassennncsseisinnsesess £92.00

AjRIB

COMPUTERS

ATARI =
520 STFM (inc Flight Sim I} ..............£289.99
1040 STF (includes starter pack}.......£399.99
1040 STEM (includes mono monitor and

Haba Pack) ........ccveeerssmenesussccerene.. £499.99
SM125 Mono Monitor..... ... £149.99
§C 1224 Colour Monitor....................£399.99
Flight Simulator Il .......ccveeiniieecieen . £45.00
Fleet Street Publisher..............evr. E115.00
T D TTO st corashtssnuns s snsasnssnsnsvsns EH 100
Aegis ANIMALOF .....ivcivivssiscssnnmniinnssea. £67.00
KUME RANGE ..oovvvevesiveesesisnsssussssssssesssnnsad NG
il DiPBCtOr e oo e isssriiion s £59.00

Prestel Mailbox: 932 787568

@24 hours

0932 787568

AMSTRAD £

BEWEIEE - s s RGO
PCWB512 .....L458.85
POWOBD, e i o S B
PCI1BA0SDMD ..o e LB 13:85
PC1A40 DOMD oo ieicieicniennnnn. LOBE.B5
PC1B40 HD/MD. .ciovcimecvrisiinnenene E1033.85
Colour Display....ccocmmiiimimimmamenne £172.50
EGA Display .... e £345.00
PC Write ....coc. .....£109.00
PC Planner......... weinnsareneen e L0800
SuperCalc 321 .coieriineiciiinccmiensvnnnsn LOS.8D
Wordstar EXpress ... £69.98
Super Base Personal... ...E95.00
Windoworld ....... _..£58.00

e G 79,95

If you cannot find the computer — printer — modem — dises — paper — software — please ring

To order please send cheque and POs made payable to: ARB COMPUTERS, 40 Halliford

Close, Shepperton, Middlesex TW 17 85L.

{Callers only by appointment please)

Al prices include VAT, postage and carriage charge. Please
allow 5 days for delivery. (500




FOR SALE

35 LONDON ROAD, TOOTING,
LONDON SW17 3R

TIMESOFT.. 01-585 9849
EN

FPLEASE PHONE IF YOU DO'NOT SEE WHAT YOU WANT 11/

go!

SPECIAL OFFERS from DigiComm

Atari 520STFM.................ccoinnn, Ve TS Rt L e eanrann et £279.00 inc.
Including TV modulatar, allowing you to use the computer with a normal TV, built-in disk
drive, BASIC language PLUS five disks packed with software. All you need to plug in and

Amiga 500.............. T T D o e P e £475.00 inc.
Including free TV modulator (waorth £24.991) allowing you to use the computer with a

ATAH] ST AMiGA normal TV, built-in disk drive PLUS disks and software worth £80.001 Everything you
need to plug in and gol
NEW RELEASES NEW RELEASES Fhil;p:; CM8833 stereo c_uh:lur monitor ..... i - £295.00 inc.
1 st displ: the At ina’ ics with ster ) it
Bubble Bo.......... LI58 yoce., Wil e 0 comee 1 your ampat, Ploacs st o, COmes complee
RO,y it s e s e i x =
Rampage ... .. £11.95 :;Twi::ﬁésm Selected Software for the ST and Amiga
Formula 3 Racing g Barrison PabtSimlete 2 o e il o e £37.95
Spy Versus Spy . : World Games.............. L ..£21.95
Temomods ... g":‘lﬁﬂ; Games Eegdle.-lmard.. SRR R E%lgg
Barharian LH L 1 1 s ey e 5
Gold Path_.__ ToSt DIVe ... £18.95 e S oo et oy
Pirstes ... .. Merble Madness................. £15.95 Defender OF The Cra £24.95
Boulderdash Gold Rumrer.o £16.95 The Pawn............. T £21.95
SALE Star Giider........ - £15.95 Atari XE Video Games Console £75.00 inc.
Flight Simulator Il.....................£35.00 Superior video games system that uses ordinary TV and plug-in games cartridges. Comes
Western Games ... £16.95 (e BT, R . 1 complete with Missilé Command and joystick.
g:f%::’mm """ Efggg 1L R —— £24.95 Selected games cartridges for the XE system
Backlash. ... -f‘F5-5ﬂ Leaderboard . £19.95 Defender............oooc0onn, . :
St W gee ) Babend o sy Dalmmo 12.98
Marble Madness ... L1895 TIPS, £1895 | | SR 2084 12.95
Chessmaster 2000... .£18.95 Grand Stam Tennls........... .£18.95 Dankey Kong ........ g 12.95
Degas Elite.. . .£2395  King's Ousst Pack..... .£19.95 LR s . £12.9h
Defender Of The Crown............. £24.95 Chessmaster 2000................. £17.95 Fast couriar d&liUBw available for Xmas orders!
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES Prices include p.&p. but fast courier delivery can be arranged for Xmas - please phane.
Lot hardw d oft availatile for the XE, 5T and Amiga. Send SAE
PAYABLE TO TIMESOFT! uﬁn?:g,fnur: Ij::rs. h'?;:aaghesqzu:u:ﬁ' Eldirsepa;ah!i to DfGJESMMT?:TMEE!I;EFGEI‘S !aloa[
OU DO NOT SEE WHAT YOU REQUIRE PLEASE 5/ e o e
IF Yl RE
PHONE FOR A LOW PRICE, DIGICOMM
170 Bradwell Common Baulavard, Miltan Keynas, Bucks MK13 BBG
PHONE FOR LOW PRICES ON AMIGA A500 o = 0908 663708 =x
SPECIAL LOW PRICES ON ATARI | SESYAN T g & COMPUTERS
ST AND AMIGA SOFTWARE FOR
ATARI 520STFM & 1040STF - Phone £
ATARI ST Super Sprint .......................£10.95 Various Packa i
: s ge Deals Now Available
:"Wfd § Greatest Epyx ........ ::gg‘g ;ﬂm T:E 20-Day Replacen;l:ent On Our Computers
Elie R .5 |1 acklash........cc..... 1 Year Full Warranty
Formula | Brand Prix............. £13.95  Spaceport...................... Customer Technical Advice Hotline |
Chamonix Challenge ..........£10.95  Defender OF The Crown .. . % ALSO AVAILABLE — ST and AMIGA BOOKS,
Las Vegas............. £6.95  Ranarama PRINTERS, DISC DRIVES AND SOFTWARE #
Vﬁptar Diympiad ............... £13.95 Barl_larians {PSE).... anE18 ENQUIRIES — PHONE 0706 4351 9 (1-7pm)
Livingstone.............c.......£18.95  Trivial Pursuits.... ... £1395 EN ACCESS (Not VISA) Orders Accepted EN
Js'ltlmtl':ar Red October .......... £16.95 TNTE‘IBB& MMSGFT, 24 BANKFIELD LANE
sﬁémuﬁ'ﬁ;{{"'""m Indiana Jones NORDEN, ROCHDALE, LANCS OL11 5R] ,,,
R () Sl :
Barbarian (PAL)..............£10. KENT BARGAINS
Impact......commnniiiiiiiinn,... £10,95 DWIHIBET v bt iy £9.95 G di
Advanced Art Studio........£16.95  Backlash, ... £13.95 AR co;“;g[l;;nl;mu;fqg'm Ak
QU et bt DR LRI o . £13.95 : i el ware
Terromods... £16.95  Sinbad........... £20.95 SPECIALISTS IN BBC AND AMSTRAD
SNtinel...........ccusieriner £13.95  Silent Service....... £16.95 Master Compact............... save £300
Mission Elevator ................£13.95  Fire Power..... £16.95 — BUSINESS OFFER
Western Games .................£13.95  Barbarians....... £16.95 Amstrad PCI512..............S&VE £100
Bubble Bobble................. ~£1395  Impact........... 10,95 — BUSINESS PACK
DejaVu...................... £16.95 Arena/Bratticus.................. £16.95
Bubble GhST ...............£1395  Defender OF The Crown ... £20.95 BUY A PRINTER AND
WE PAY THE

MAIL-CENTA

17 Camphell Street, Belper, Derbyshire DES 1AP

Telephone: 077382 6830

e, Many more titles i stock:

hed same tlay whane
H il inti] 315t Janisary 1988

5 0r a price fist. Al
L |

EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE A SPECIALITY

Liq‘hthnuse Computer Service
4 Park Avenue, Deal. Tel: (0304) 362049




FOR SALE

o0 PROCELMMERS
CRADHIC ARTISTS

Urgently required to join Britain’s most productive and innovative software development house

We can offer impressive all-round performance to talented and expuricnc-cd 8086, 8088 (IBM compatibles), 68000, 6502 and Z80 applicants,
for major development projects.

Qur reputation is spreading fast. . . .
% Top rate royalty or outright payments.
+ Instant financial back-up and guaranteed payments
% Europe’s top arcade coin-ops and licensed projects
% Professional programming support and development facilities

So discover your true hidden potential and join the team

THE FORCE BEHIND THE INDUSTRY

Contact:
Fergus McGovern, Probe Software Limited,
- P.LF.C. House, 2nd Floor, 1a Church Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 158G

Tel: 01-680 4142 or 01-680 4454

(03}

NETCODE LTD

Our Price RRP
Citizen 120D Parallel I/F o e B (Uit £132.00 £199.00
Panasonic 1081 Parallel YF .. .. .. .. . .. £139.00 £245.00
PC 20Mb Hard Disc Kit .. o £195.00 —
PRINTERS SPECIAL OFFERS
AGA
Our Price RRP szgnnb SJ:G:‘J;E
Citizen LSP 100 Parallel £165.00 £245.00 HARD DISC KIT
Amstrad 1512 PC 20Mb Seagate £599.00 - + CONTROLLER *
Amstrad 1640 20Mb Mono i £699.00 - % CABLE %
et s Esn s fete =
mstra eagate Mono .00 -
Amctrad 1640 ECD 20Mb Seagate Mono £949.00 = FLOPPY CONVERSION KIT
20Mb Seagate Kit for PC XC £225.00 -- 31 FLOPPY CONVERSION
40Mb Kit £499.00 —_ ‘KIT FOR IBM PC
20Mb Hard Card £230.00 - + 720k 31" DISC DRIVE *
Star NL 10 Parallel I/F £179.00 — * FITS IN 5" SLOT
20Mb Hard Card for IBM PC £225.00 -
Citizen Panasonic Epson
MSP 15E.....ccccccvvvvnneeneenae. £269.00 OB T o it S 00 X BOO. e s b £198,00
MSP 10E..... virnerarnsnens £E223.00 1082 S R 19900 FX 800.... ... £305.00
mgg 40 ... ES;g.gﬂ 123% g%ﬁggg FX 1000.....ccccmenreernnenness E433.00
b T e S e £399.00 1 i
MSP 50 ..... ... £399.00 158D, i e FA9SI00 REPAIRS
MSPBE s iaaiiane £499.00 1595 s crenernnnn e ennenses £499.00 On site maintenance service svailahble. In house
45 HOP...... ..... £670.00 3131l e £249.00 repairs carrisd out on the fallawing:
110 Laser......cc.ooeeenene. £1330.00 BUET s e E419.00 Printers, disc drives and IBM compatible

camputers. 30-day warranty on all repairs

Dealer /Overseas/Educational enquiries welcome. All prices exclusive of VAT. Postage and packing £8
To order phone 0753 75041 or send chegue to:

367 Cippenhan Lane, Slough, Berks SL1 2YE

(New premises opening shortly in Hounslow)
1563}




FOR SALE

LY

A

§ COMPUTER PRODUCTS .

51" DISCS WITH 31" DISCS
PLASTIC DISC BOX (UNBRANDED)
10 5.25” DS/DD 48 TP S £7.50 10 3.5" SS/DD 135 TP ...........oooocorreorrorirn 850
10 5.26” DS,/DD 96 TP .. £10.00 10 35" DS/DD 135 TP .iooro o
100 3.5” S5,/DD 135 TPI... . EB2.00
100 3.5” DS/DD 135 TP ......... . £90.00
250 3.5” 83/DD 135 TRI ... i, £200,00
250 3.5" DS/DD 138 TPl ... £220.00
e e 500 8.8" SS/DD 138 TP.......ocooveir £390.00
PSION ORG ZP (WITH 32K RAM)........ £139.50 e
DATAPAK | E PSION ORGANISER.. £99.95 900 8.5 DS/DD 135 TL....-.ccovpsiversirn SAS000
AMICA SOFTWARE 51" DISCS
L i T 10 5.25” DS/DD 48 TPl ..o £T.00
' N T 10 5.28" DS/DD 96 TPl ..v...ovorvnresriro o £8.00
N 100 525" DS/DD 48 TPl ... ge5.00
B e SO 100 525" DS/DD 96 TPI.... . " gaetos
S e e s 250 525" DS/DD 48 TP " eisa'og
| OTHER SOFTWARE AVAILABLE FOR THE 250 5.25” DS/DD 98 TP ...ooooo..ooo.... £175.00
ATARI ST, AMSTRAD CPC/PCW AND CBM 64 500 5.28” DS/DD 48 TPl .................... . £275.00
\l-‘ ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES, 500 5.25" DS/DD 98 TPl covvvccocov £325.00

| ALL DISCS INCLUDE LABELS HND-FREE’ POSTAGE AND PACKING

VAT INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES. ALL CHEQUES/POs MADE PAYABLE TO:

L&A COMPUTER PRODUCTS CO LTD

21 OVERSTRAND CLOSE, BICESTER, OXON OX6 7YP, TEL: 0869 240920/249433

[5a0)

EHEEH U F ! :"-'is. E,Ei;g:tzgpfe::)aard

", : WEHUE gm gnu cover through which you

can type freely and easily.

covered seaL'n Typem

Accidents can happen!
Protect against spills, dust,
ash and grime; any of
which could ruin you

your key lettering.

SEAL'n TYPE™

Made of clear, flexible
plastic moulded to fit over
every key. Removable,
i { | Washable, Reusable.
.BBC, AB/B+

...5iraightened
FEED'n PRINT™

| APaper Guide for the PCW B256/8512 which fits simply onto your
| printer. Now you can easily ‘feed’ in paper and have precisely
aligned margins every time.

‘i "FEED'n PRINT™

Includes markers to centre A4 and inch scales
in pitches 10 & 12 matching screen layout.

'Ams:t:rad ) .J'PB

Ukaet 18 Abarman
B n d Make cheques Ind, Ext
- Payable to HBERDIARE

M. Glani

PR CFa4 BDA

| re-inked!

PROLONG PRINTER RIBBON LIFE
Ring 0784 252662 for FREE trans-
porter SAEs.

Same day service

Tel. DBES 570571
or 883663

Visit us:
Amstrad Show
10-12 July

Stand A5

Phone for best New Year deal

51”.......DS/DD
joi £4.75
25....... £12.50
50.......... £19.95

Commaodore 64 compatible drive..... ...
Commodore B4 pack 1............
Amiga 500 pack..........
Atari STM pack ..
E:H:ns {10 el Ll e =
mmadare music expansion em..
Amstrad PCW %I;xf ....... R
Amstrad OMP 3180 print
Amstrad DMP 4000
Amstrad LO 3500....
Sinclair +2..........
Sinclair +300
3}1’5&” LIBRARY CASES.
37 MIMIC CF2 (10)........ .
80 capacity 5&:’ Lfga
y 52" LSB..
3'”f?g¥lllimrv £ases .,
40 capacity 3 (88
pectrium 128+ %
Citizan 2 col, dot matrix printer ...
Datex Microstick joystick
C2N data recorder.......

All prices include VAT and postage. ALL
WELCOME,

-£25.99

TRADE ENQUIRIES

Ring now for Amstrad 1512 and 1640 ribben paper and other

computer consumables

NEW YEAR DEALS FROM US TO YOU

M.D.S. Computer Supplies
11 Church Street, Banbridge BT32 4AA ﬂ
24-hour Credit Card Hotline 08206 23477

Enquiries - Tel: 08206 23399

68|
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FOR

SALE

RECRUITMENT

ATARI ST
PUBLIC DOMAIN
Why reinvent the wheel? We hove a
large =electhon of languages, demo’s,
utilities, comm’s and games elc,
avaitable, A stamp for our lisy will save
you hours of frsstration,
Dises from £2.50
MCSOrT
9 Abingdon Gardens, Bath,
Avon BAZ 2UY (178

AMIGA
CUMANA DISC DRIVES/IUMPDISK
CHRISTMAS PACK

Using ondy the Inbmmal ditc drivin bocome dodios sl
frasiracieg The Cumasa dise detve fof the Amigs o the
wrnwer, 1L s quite compact and Bighly relible - we Lest each
drive prior o the seared and theer i 2 LDmemih puarsnioe. We
Enclode with &l ceder ihe Chrivtma isvor JUNPDIEK. the op
dwe P welimg disen. and a spreiald wiltware seepeine [mmed)
iely avallatle far asdy 5130 e VAT & plp
George Thompson Services Ltd.
Dippen Lodge, Dippen, Bredick, Arran,
Scelland KA2T 6RN, Tel: DTTOBZ 234 297

i I

AUADDIN K

FABRIC RIBBON CASSETTE RE-INKING
Trial offer: £1 ribibon
Post used cassettes with payment to:
ALADDINK {DGE! PC),
& Hurkur Crescent, Eyemouth,
Barwickshire TD1 4 SAP
Tel: 08307 50965 (EEEL

PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE
FFor the ATAR ST range of m!pmars Send a stasg
fer our comprehenswe cal conpining full
dutailz of the COMPLETE PO SERVICE we ofer

Pricas from onby £1.50p par diskt

SOFTVILLE
55 Highfield Avenue, Waterlooville,
Hants POT TPY B30}

J s raconds
COMPUTER PROGRAMS

FEAL-TWME or HIGHER-SPEED professional Cassalia
Dupbication and Bianks 1 1o 1,0004. Compunes printed
cosnaite labels, BEC & PC Disk copying 1 10 600+,
Fes Secueny Dainvary Sorvice
FILTERBOND LTD, - JBS RECORDS DIV.,
FREEPOST, 19 Sadiars Way, H-‘rfuﬂisiﬂlikll
0992 G000

THEORY OF MUSIC

Grades 2 to 5 — questions and axercises
A wida-ranging program for mndividual
practice (full detaiis on reguest)

BBC (B. Master, Campact) 5’/ in £9
3'f.n: E10 — pleass spocity
4080, Drb-’.ﬂt]!‘S 25/DS. colfmono
SPECTRUM 128K/Plus 2 VERSION.
alza SPECTRUM 48K Pius VERSION —
Casgewes £5, Microdrive ©7
From: Ted Kirk, Dept PCW, 33 Humber
Crascent, Sutton Leach, St. Helens,
Merseyside WAS 4HD,

Tel: 0744 818761
|E54)

Britain's Mo 1 5T User Group and Finalisis in
the 1987 Deskiop Publishing Awards ¢an now
offer you even more. With annual membership
at £5, including free disc and prices from £2.50
per dise, vau just ean’t beat us {or value. Same
day despatch on all orders guaranteed. Forget
the rest and try the best by sending large SIAE 1o

Floppyshop ST

O Stewart Crascent

MNorthfield

Aberdesn AB2 B5R (503

New Technology Assistant
£104.80 weekly, based in Acton, London
Nacro has a vacancy for a new assistant under the
Community Program Scheme. The successful applicant

will join a small team responsible for software design,
implementation and staff training using the Smart ‘C’

' languages ina PC/XT environment. We require an enthusi-

astic person who wishes 1o further develop skills in MS-
DOS, 'C’, Basic and Smart. Nacro — for the care of
offenders and prevention of crime.

Contact Russell Archer or
Val Knight on:

01-749 9001

Nacro aims to be an equal opportunities employer and to eliminate
unfair discrimination against anyone in its selecifon process
1G84)

BLANK CASSETTES

WITH LIBRARY CASES
Clo: Cis C20 C30
200 T80 770 7.0 370
60 16.00 1620 16.90 18.50
100 2900 30.00 31.00° 3500

Fully Inclusive {C.O.0, £1 axira)

10 5% DS/DD
£6-:00 inc. case

10 3"’ SS/DD
£11 |nc. case

10 MAXELL 3" CF2
£20

MEMOTECH COMPUTERS
AND ACCESSORIES

MICRO DRIVE MANAGER

Far the Spectrum Sinclair
Makes cariridge handiing really easy.
Features BACK-UP cartridga, mulli-
FORMAT and PRINT extended calalogue
with sensible arror handling

Salect files from a ub1E| catalogue 1o
LOAD, AE-NAME, E %E fite (S) or make
mudtiple GOPIES for quick ioading.

Send chequa for £7.50 10 D. Smith,
7 Curlew Drive, Hythe, Hants, 304 BGB.
Tel: (0703) 845 787 643

MTX 512 COMPUTER £43.00
DMX BO PRINTER £150.00
RS232 £30.00
PASCAL ROM £30.00
SPECULATOR ROM £30.00

mb. DISK DRIVE & INTERFACE E1BC
§ . D BAIVE B INTEREACE £180

Al i aligwe prces are fully inchisv. W stock
i snvtien Mamotech Rango, OrderEnguines 10

I UK HOME COMPUTERS

L H fnuﬁt}iﬂlm AVE, SWINDON,
SHI 1NH

Fadche Phnvnr_- Sufw:,u 0753 695034

EXPRESS SOFT SERVICE (GER-

MANY). Amiga Marauder, Brain 9,

ST PUBLIC DOMAIN. Large. list,
programs from as little as 10p. Send
large 5.4.E for lists to: Shetland Soft-
ware, 828 Commercial Straet, Angus
Closs, Lerwick, Shetland ZE2 ODP
AMSTRAD CPC 464 mono, over
£200 worth of software, colour mod-
ulator, joystick. Sell for £140 o.no
Teal: D372 63067, (Evenings)

Grabbit, £19.95 each; Arkanoid (Cal)
£22.45. Cheques only. Free shipping.
Express Soft Service (Germany), FO
Box 120, Smiingbourne, Kent ME1D
3P X.

FOR SALE. CBEM 64 emulator and
serial lead for Amiga 500. Genuine
items: £55 p.no. Tel: Bursiedon
{Hants) 4561

PROGRAMMERS

STAR
SOFT
NEED N\
YOu!

Star Soft are an up and
coming software house who
need expert programmers
for games, sub-contract work
and conversions. For
programming on C64, Atari
ST, Amiga and Amstrad. Top
royalties available.

Call Gary in strictest
confidence

Telephone: Star Soft 0224 581858

(BEDY

For ST and prices of hardware phone
for more details

Free Software: Yas, that's right, we are offereing a FREE budget gama with all purchases of five
software titles of £7.00 or over,

UNBEATABLE INSCOUNTS ON HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE

TITLE lon Tapel Ams, CPC Spectrum B4
Game Sat And Match... £10.99 £10.99 £10.99
Renegade.... £699 £6.49 £6.99
California Bames.. —_ — £7.93
Worid Class Leaderboard., £1.99 £6.99 £7.93
rhoy ... £6.99 £6.49 £7.99
Comp. l-ﬁls 10 44 £7.93 £7.99 £7.99
Diriller 11.... £12.99 £12.99 £12.99
Sin Pack an-umn II £7.99 £7.99 £7.99
AMX mousa.. - £55.09 £59.99 —
CF2 3" discs pack of 10...........ccimmmumion £20,00

Alf titles available on disc for Amsirad ma‘ Spec:rum CBM. For more details on
the above and other great offers. Fhane us now at:

TORNADO COMPUTER SERVICES
4 Swan Court, Dunstable, S. Beds. LUB 3DE
Tel: Dunstable (0582) 604810

B

5 VIDEO SENDER
NEW TECHNOLOGY

Watch Video Recorder/Computer/Satellite TV on any set in
your home — VIDEO SENDER transmits to any number of TVs
in your home, no wires, simple to install. Smaller than a Video
Cassette.

PHOENIX COMMUNICATION

31 NIGHTINGALE LANE, FELTWELL
NORFOLK IP26 4AR

Tel: 0842 827267

Send Cheque/PO

for £33.50 (inc. P.&P.) e

-
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SPECTRUM
+/48/128/+2/+3

* All £2.99 %
Danger Mouse, Black Hawk,
Snooker, Enigma Force,
Alchemist, The Comet Game,
Mantronix, Project Future,
Invaders, Toy Bizzare, Valhalla
Twister, Komplex, Fighting
Warrior, Psytrax, Hellfire,
Mugsy, Starbike, Frost Byte,
Equinox

Y All £3.99 %

Sir Fred, B. |. Superstar, Nomad,
Bounder, Sam Stoat, Zorro,
Revolution, Who Dares Wins II,
sure Champ, Pole Position, Skool
Daze, B. C. Quest For Tyres, Cop-
Cut, Moon Cresta, Hurg (Games

Designer), Ball Blazer, Skyiox, F. B.

Boxing.

H All £4,99 &

Crystal Castles, Terra Cresta,
Vectron 3D, Lord Of The Rings,
Pyracurse, Impossiball, City
Slicker, Firelord, Young Ones,
Sold A Million, Heavy On The
Magic, Crash Smashes [I,
Adrian Mole (inc. book), Mini
Office, Pacman, Cookbook +
Tapes, Eidelon, Kung-Fu Master
¢+ Avenger, Krakout, Prohibition
5, Shao Lin's |

4y FLllily v I
nsycho Soldier, Gryzor, Victory
Road, Side Wize, Slap Fight,

Athena, Buggy Boy, Mad Balls,
Renegade, | Nipper II, Exolon,
Sentinel, Navy Maves,
Thundercats, Bubble Bobble, Side

Krms, T20%

JANUARY OFFER

COMMODORE 64/128

“r All £2.99 &

Herby's Dummy Ran, Who Dares
Wins II, F.A. Cup Football, Kettle,
Paradroid, Booboo, Nexus, Empire,
Max Headroom, Prodigy, Tenth
Frame, Mario Bros, Dandy, The
Eidolon, Superstar Ping Pong, War,
Rock N Wrestle, The Great Escape,
Red Hawk, Every One's A Wally.

 All £3.99 *

Uchi Mata, Split Personalities,
Bazooka Bill, Deactivators,
Enigma Force, Biggles, Mutants,
Deep Strike, Spin Dizzy, Desert
Fex, Sabotenr, Equinox,
Xevious, Room Ten, Icups,
Stainless Steel, Heartland
Heavy On The Magic.

W All £4.99 %
Leviathan, Howard The Duck,
Breakthrough, World Games,

Tomahawk, Fist II, Trap Door, Short
it, Tau Ceti, Yie ArKung Fu
org, Dan Dare,
derboy, Samurai
d, Star Raiders I,
g Bourices Back,
Harrier, Sentinal,
Dragon Lair 11,

1 Glory, Tag Team
estling

* All 6.99 %

Slap Fight, Thundercats,
Combat School, Tarzan, Star
Clider, Road Runner, Mag Max,
Ace 2, Arkanoid, Victory Road,
Trantor, Gryzor, Gauntlet, Druid
II, Bubble Bobbls, 7207, Side
Wize, Renegade, Side Arms,
Infiltrator II, Five Star II,
Domarks Revenge, Star Wars

Joysticks Magnum £9.99 Phaser One £9.99 Cheetah 125 £6.99

AMSTRAD CPC

H All £2.99 &
Beachhead, Yie Ar Kung Fu,
Bounder, Red Arrows, Skyfox,
Mario Bros, Tenth Frame,
Tarzan, The'Great Escape,
Shadowfire, Nodes of Yesod,
Revolution, Ping Pong, Dandy,
Infiltrator, Impossiball, City
Slicker, The Boggit, Equinex, V,
MNomad, Football Manager

Y All £3.99 %

Muon Cresta, Zoids, Gunfright,
Fairlight, Fighting Warrior,
Herberts Dummy Run, Commando,
Deep Strike, Desert Fox, Spin
Dizzy, Night Rider, Saboteur,
Xevious, Shao Lin's Road, 3D Star
Strike 2, Breakthrough, Shockway
Rider, Short Circuit, Strike Force
Cobra, Grange Hill, Gladiators,
International Karate, President,
View To A Kill, Arkanoid,
Barbarian, Dandy, Future Night,

, It's'A Knockout.

 All £4.99 #

Movie, Dodgy Geszers, Big
Sleaze, Now Games 3, Mad Max,
Batman, Top Gun, Ghosts N
Goblins, Get Dexter, Space
Harrier, Dragon's Lair,

Deactivators.

r All £6.99 #

Army Moves, Exolon, Saboteur,
Paperboy, 7207, Action Force,
Athena, Bubble Bobble, Charlie
Chaplin, Combat Schaol, Head
Over Heels, Tai Pan, Track And
Field, Indiana Jones, Rygar,
Zynaps, Super Sprint, Freddy
Hardest, Uridium, Solomon's Key,
Side Arms, Navy Moves, Druid I,
International Karate I

Pro 5000 £10.99  Challenger £4.99

ECTRUM + STARTER PACK (INC. TAPE REC., JOYSTICK, OVER 30 GAMES) %

ONLY £95

* COMMODORE 64 STARTER PACK (INC. TAPE REC., JOYSTICK, OVER 30 GAMES) %

ONLY £145

i)

S.U., 155 Wash Lane, Yardley

Birmingham B25 8PX
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1 SOUTH EAST 4 SOUTH WEST

4 &
EXMOUTH MICROS _
BANANA REVERSIBLE DISCS
':'ERSO'M mfP’ ITERS 2 notches, 2 hub horEgIS,gEOO?éuOguarame;sd
71 EAST STREET, BRIGHTON BN1 1HQ DEUbiRor oIS A0 S pune
Telephone: 0273 728681 For all your computer needs — computers, printers, | |
papers, discs and accessories. Phone for a competitive | |
AMIGA 500 £499 price on any product |
In¢luding free modulator # Deluxe Paint % PLUS... PLUS . .. PLUS Vandrad Fantasy and Wargames.
% 3 games % 10 blank discs RPGs rules, tools and much, much more. Send S.A.E. for
| current stocklist of games.
I AMIGA 500 + 1901 Colour Monitor £715 Cheques and Postal Orders to: I
: EXMOUTH MICROS
Wide range of Amiga and 5T software and peripherals The Computer Shop, 13 South Street, Exmouth, Devon EX8 25X
All prices includes VAT 1857} = Barclaycard hotline il
/ 0395 267734 545
I NORTHAMPTON

MICROCOM SYSTEMS

OUTSTANDING
SOFTWARE

For IBM PC and Compatibles
}.

L ::m.-:amn,

W‘I’]U. s. m

OTHEH BRAND NAMED
SOFTWARE AVAILABLE AT UP I
TO 20% DISCOUNT. 5.A.E. FOR
LISTS.
Catalogue £2.50
3.5” farmat aﬂd £1.25 par disc
MicroCom Systems
MicroCom Collection TM
authorised dealer

CRIFFELL
SERVICES LTD.
PO Box 108, Northampton NN3 5LP
Phone orders 0604 21813

This is only & small

sefection of aur ?
extensica library ]

=)
- -----------------------------------_

VAT & Discount
£4.50 postage 10%
per dige I d. on Idormore

pEOG

1 conMmM 1

® DEALERS! &

& You can reach 40,000 readers for as little as £25 a week! ®|

® For more details phone Susannah on 01-834 1717 ® |
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS

TR OFFERS ‘“fmy

Amiga & colour monitor................. ... £649.95
Atari 520 STFM................ccooo........... . £279.95
Fantastik joystick ... g £4.95
CBM power supply......................... {)... £22.50

Spectrum power supply.........

PRINTERS

Star NL10 ... i 20995
Citizen F2OD. oo £179:95
Olivetti, spark jet.....................co.o.........£69.95

51" discs (box of T e e S o o
33" discs (box of 10)......................... £12.90

COMPUTER DEPOT

ﬁg_ 205 Buchanan Street zﬁ

Glasgow G1 2JZ
Telephone: 041-332 3944

563

2 THE MIDLANDS
CROWN SOFTWARE

ES
AT

-
P
wooD

CNEMLA L CRCN LA N CR AN CR CTEn 0 61 )

mmmmmm

1488 €81 40V L7 20 €0 £V €1 R € O SR €
0000000000000 0

TOF GAM
So

72N
Buggy Boy

Gary Linekar

Match Day ||

Elite Callaction

Combat School

Star Wars :

Garme Set And March
World Class Leaderboard
Thundearcars
Ajrborne Ranger
Hamparts

00,00 05 00 00 03 0 00,0 00 (.0 00 00 29
00 0 (0 0 4D 00 (0 (D (D LD D
e
G100 GG L G 00 00 L L 0 W o (i D

T

NINTENDO HARDWARE
Deluxe ‘ = 1
Dack : 2 e 5
Rob...__.. E
Zapper Gun A E

QORI R N
D 0D
DD

NINTENDO GAMES

ROB SERIES
Gyro Mite
Siack Up

PROGRAMMAEBLE SERIES
Wraoking Crew — :
Exercise Bike
Mach Rider

- E265:99

i,
R b
oo
Liais]
o

ACTION SERIES
Kung Fu e
Balloon Fighr
Clu Clu Land
Ice Chmbar
Pinball 7
Super Mario Bros
Urban Champion
Action Assr

r"'H"'J"'3I’1-;"'!-l“! i
e ety
00000 00 €500 (2 00
5L ihs Ea ey U T
CO000000

SPORTS SERIES
Galf 4 K o
Baszebail
Soccer
Tenns ........
Tan ¥D Fight
Sports Asar,

mmmhmnm
CnEEmE
IO AN O amen
fefslalatste]

Chegues and POs to:

CROWN SOFTWARE

6 High Street, Boston, Lincolnshire.

Tel: 0205 53611 1662)

O EEED

OCOSQ

37 Atari 520 STFM - £299

Including startar pack

Y Amiga A500 - £469

Incliding starter pack
¥r Sega Master Systems - £94.95
ALL HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE AVAILABLE
NOW!!
MAIL ORDER OFFER
4 Graham Street, Airdrie,

Scotland ML6 6BU
Telephone: (0236) 69874

[546)

EDINBURGH [l GLASGOW |

GLASGOW
COMPUTER CENTRE

Atari appointed dealer
amd Service Centre
Specialists in Atari ST Computers

WE'VE MOVED TO:
122 WEST NILE STREET
GLASGOW G1 202
Tel: D31-557 4242 (24 hmf:rm TEL: 041-332 8246 1

2 NORTHERN ENGLAND

AMIGA
CENTRE SCOTLAND

Commedare Business Centrs
Amigs Speciaiists since 7385
Amiga AS00 and A2000 now available.
Technical and software support to our cus-
tomers. Full range of AMIE]A software and
peripherals.

Send SAE. for our software Chtague

4 Hart Street Lane e
| Edinburgh EH1 3RN | ™ |

Atari hardware
520 3TFM, keyboard/mouse/0.5 meg drive ...

1040 STF keyboard/mouse/1 meg drive ... £439.95
1040 STF plus colour monitor, el £799.95
SF 314 1 meg drive....._.. R £169.95
Commodore Amiga range
AS00 + Offer Pack + mModUlalon. ..o oo e £43500
BAOTO HHSCENVE ... ent oo it EPA4G.05
3.5 inch discs DDYDS guaranteed (packed in LL05) R i
25 bulk packed 3.5 inch discs DS/DD guaranteed . ................. £25.00

Free public domain software on request with discs, All products fully guarantead
Amazing prices on peripherals and all software, All prices include VAT at 15%
and P&P on UK mainland. For more information call us on (0530) 411485 or
send SAE for full price list. To arder send cheques/PO or Visa/Access details
to the address below or phone with credit cared,

ASHCOM

10 The Green, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire LEG 5JU

“3n

iy II
( BE A CHRISTMAS HIT WITH A COMPBUTER
FROM 2 BIT

COMMODORE 64 COMPENDIIM PACK : £139.93
JOYSTICK AND INTER £59.99
MUSIC SYNTHS FOR SPECTRUM 128+ AND +11 £29.95

COMMODORE MODEMS
were £75.00
rvow £29.99
Manuals avanable for most popular computers - phone for detarls

Lots more in stock Ring for mare information

2-BIT COMPUTERS

% R s
VEL (542 SodTas |

| s, Steckton on-Teas, G
"If in doubl give e shout™




COMMENT

plaint about the price of software or

the protection routine which means
you cannot transfer programs from tape to
dise.

The companies are too big to argue with
so we sit and take it. The Advertising
Standards Authority (ASA) has had many
a complaint about software being adver-
tised but not ready. The ASA has no real
teeth, only gums, so it cannot do much
apart from suck.

[ am a freelance games designer and
graphic artist and it annoys me that all the
foregoing happens and companies gei away
with it.

In one case a company was asked by the
ASA why a certain sports game had not
been released; the reason given was that
the programmer had died.

A good reason but the only problem was
that he was still alive. What is more, he
had a hell of a time convincing software
¢companies otherwise,

I have thought for some time that the
only way to prevent this kind of nonsense
would be to have a Computer Program-
mers’ Union,

It would work only if the vast majority
of programmers, designers, artists and
musicians joined the CPU. If all the big
names like Braybrook, Rob Hubbard, Tony
Crowther, Bernie- Drummond and Tag

HACKERS

Alrmml. every computer user has a com-

The programmers
united . . .

could be persuaded to become members the
union might be able to gain influence with
companies which were naughty.

If a software house pre-advertised a
game the CPU could withdraw all its
members from working for that company.
If a firm charged too much for a game a
programmer could ask the CPU to boycott
the company. On the plus side for the
companies there could be a realistic wages
scale.

The union could also pursue the ques-
tion of violence and sexism in games - the
latter is starting to annoy me. In short, the
CPU could be a substitute for the govern-
ing body which is badly needed in the
software industry.

There are far too many sad stories of
programmers being ripped off and, to a
lesser extent, a software company being
cheated by a programmer,

[ am not a red-blooded socialist who
demands power for the worker; in fact, the
day [ vote Labour will be the day full-price
software becomes extinet.

[ have been very lucky in that the vast
majority of companies for which 1 have
worked in the past have played - and
paid - reasonably fair. Others have been
less fortunate.

Many other leisure industries have a
union, so surely now that the software
market has come of age it is about time to

have a CPU. It could benefit everyone if
run properly. O
Neil Scrimgeour

(Sigma Software Designs)

PUZILE

Deck of cards®

ake six pieces of card and write a
Tﬁingle digit on each. You can use only

the digits from 1 to 8 - zero is not
allowed - but you can write the same digit
or digits more than onee if you wish. This
must be done to enable you to perform the
following actions:

Place the cards in a row to form a six-
digit number divisible by three.

Move the right-hand end card to the
left-hand end so that the new number is
divisible by five,

Repeat this procedure of moving a card
from the right end to the left four more
times, so that at each stage the number
formed is divisible by seven, 11, 18 and 17
respectively.

By divisible we mean exactly, without a
remainder. Can vou determine what auni,
starting number must be?

Sometimes we can get through
tokids who cant refale to
 people, by vsing machines.

Yoo-hoo Gavin! -Look! A
edg-whisk for you!

46/POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY

31 DECEMBER 1987-6 JANUARY 1988




O

ILICA

liks odher computens, bot also
5hop are pleesad i present (he

2]
of ROM chips which are alresdy Insislied in §
Bocting whan you switzh on. Silics Shop ars e
12 3itubtod in Sideup anag we have 3 motail oullnts o
and Sallvidges (Oxford Strestl, We have aighl yeary

DEtablishod as (B UK's Mo Y Atan apecialisd
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